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Spring New Members Celebration Being Organized 

Are you finding a home at Trinity? Are you back among the people of Trinity after a 

time away? Are you curious about these Lutheran-flavored folks and hoping to learn 

more, even if you are not sure that you are ready to become a member of Trinity  

Lutheran Church? 

Pastorôs Classes for prospective members will be offered in May for those who are 

ready to dig into this tradition of ours more deeply. Others may wish to affiliate as 

members of Trinity by a simple letter of transfer or by Affirmation of Faith.  

A New Members Sunday will be celebrated on Sunday, May 20. Even if you are not 

a ñjoiner,ò or if you are unsure that membership with Trinity is the right thing for 

you, please know that you are welcome to explore what it would mean to affirm 

membership with the people of Trinity in mission and ministry.   

All are welcome ï contact Director of Congregational Life Angela Davis or one of 

the pastors for more information. 

                        Help With Habitat for Humanity - Saturday, June 9 

Trinity members are invited to help with a home for Habitat for Humanity on Saturday, June 9 from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. in Grand 

Rapids at 1700 Clyde Park SW. The scheduled task for that day is framing on a multi-family home. Volunteers 16 years of age and 

older are welcome to participate in the project. Chaperones are required for youth under 18 years old.  

This is a wonderful opportunity to participate in an important outreach ministry that focuses on building houses for qualified families 

using mostly volunteer labor and donated materials.  

Trinity member Gloria Von der Heide is our Habitat for Humanity Volunteer Coordinator. Please contact her at 616-454-7454 or 

g_vonderheide@yahoo.com if you would like to volunteer to work that day.  

Gloria plans to attend all four worship services on Sunday, May 6. Talk with her after worship and let her know that you would like 

to help with this yearôs Trinity Habitat Build. Sign-up clipboards will also be found during May on the table in the narthex and on the 

file cabinet in Centennial Hall by the coffee. 

ñI believe that by my own reason or strength I cannot believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to him, but the Holy Spirit has called 

me through the Gospel, enlightened me with his gifts, and sanctified and preserved me in the true faith.ò             - Martin Luther  

Trinityôs Annual Youth Rummage Sale 

- A Scaled Back Version - 

It is time to clean out your closets and bring some of your stuff to Trinity. Because 

of our building project, much of the area used previously for the rummage sale      

will not be available this year. As a result the sale, this year only, will take place in    

Centennial Hall. 

Be sure to thoroughly read the detailed information about this yearôs rummage sale 

found on page nine of this newsletter. Your help is greatly appreciated in dropping 

off only those items that we can accept beginning the afternoon of Sunday, April 29. 
                   



Page 2       Trinity Lutheran Church      www.tlcgr.org          616-949-2510 

visit www.tlcgr.org for event details 

Whatôs Happening at Trinity in May? 
Weekly at a Glance 

Mondays 

Art Class, 5 p.m. 

Rejoice Band Rehearsal, 7 p.m. 

Schubert Male Chorus Rehearsal, 7 p.m. 

  

Tuesdays 

Women's Bible Study, 9:30 a.m. 

TLC Quilters, 10 a.m. 

Grace Group Bible Study, 7 p.m.  

Al-Anon, 7:30 p.m. 

  

Wednesdays 

Alleluia Ringers, 6 p.m. 

Cantus Choir, 6 p.m. 

Augsburg & TLC Choirs, 6:30 p.m. 

The Lutheran Course on Marriage,              

 6:30 p.m.                                       

Thursdays 

Art Class, 5 p.m. 

Resound Bell Choir, 6 p.m. 

GriefShare, 6 p.m.  

Trinity Choir, 7:30 p.m.  

Al-Anon, 7:30 p.m. 

Daily Calendar 

Tuesday, May 1 

Rummage Sale Set-up, 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

Solo Together Luncheon, 11:30 a.m. 

Wednesday, May 2 

Rummage Sale Set-up, 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

Beyond Belief Band Rehearsal, 6:30 p.m. 

Friday, May 4 

Women's Bible Study, 9:30 a.m. 

Rummage Sale, 10 a.m. to noon 

Rummage Sale, 4 to 8 p.m. 

Al-Anon Speaker Meeting, 7 p.m. 

Saturday, May 5 

Rummage Sale, 9 a.m. to noon 

Confirmation Rehearsal, 1 p.m. 

Sunday, May 6 

Confirmation Sunday 

Traditional worship, 8 a.m. 

Rejoice contemporary worship, 9 a.m. 

Rejoice contemporary worship, 10 a.m. 

Sunday School, 10:15 a.m. 

Traditional worship, 11:15 a.m. 

Choral Scholars Concert, 3 p.m. 

Stephen Ministry Peer Support, 4 p.m. 

 

 

Monday, May 7 

Property Committee Meeting, 6 p.m. 

 

Tuesday, May 8 

Executive Committee Meeting, 7:15 a.m. 

TLC Quilters, 10 a.m. 

 

Wednesday, May 9 

Youth & Family Committee Meeting,                

 7 p.m. 

 

Thursday, May 10 

NARFE, 1:30 p.m. 

 

Friday, May 11 

Wedding Rehearsal, 6 p.m.  

Women's Book Club, 9:30 a.m. 

 

Saturday, May 12 

Spring Work Day, 9 a.m. 

The Marriage of Clara Osbeck & Nate Yu,  

 4 p.m. 

 

Sunday, May 13 

Mother's Day 

Traditional worship, 8 a.m. 

Rejoice contemporary worship, 9 a.m. 

Rejoice contemporary worship, 10 a.m. 

Sunday School, 10:15 a.m. 

Traditional worship, 11:15 a.m. 

 

Monday, May 14 

Messenger Submissions Due 

New Members VIP Night, 6 p.m. 

Congregation Council Meeting, 7:30 p.m. 

 

Wednesday, May 16 

Beyond Belief Band Rehearsal, 6:30 p.m. 

Children's Ministry Committee Meeting,              

 6:30 p.m. 

 

Friday, May 18 

Women's Bible Study, 9:30 a.m. 

Middle School Lock-in Begins, 6 p.m. 

 

Saturday, May 19 

Middle School Lock-in Ends, 9 a.m.  

Applying the Spiritual Principles of                    

 Al-Anon to Financial Matters, 10 a.m. 

 

 

Sunday, May 20 

Day of Pentecost 

High School Graduates Sunday 

New Members Sunday 

Synod Assembly in Lansing 

Traditional worship, 8 a.m. 

Rejoice contemporary worship, 9 a.m. 

Rejoice contemporary worship, 10 a.m. 

Sunday School, 10:15 a.m. 

Traditional worship, 11:15 a.m. 

Stephen Ministry Peer Support, 4 p.m. 

 

Monday, May 21 

Synod Assembly in Lansing 

Outreach Committee Meeting, 5:30 p.m. 

Finance Committee Meeting, 6 p.m. 

Oasis Board Meeting, 7:30 p.m. 

 

Tuesday, May 22 

Synod Assembly in Lansing 

Spiritual Growth Committee Meeting,           

 5:45 p.m. 

Book Club, 7 p.m. 

 

Thursday, May 24 

Messenger Assembly, 9:30 a.m. 

 

Friday, May 25 

Women's Bible Study, 9:30 a.m. 

 

Sunday, May 27 

NEW WORSHIP SCHEDULE BEGINS 

Traditional worship, 8 a.m. 

Rejoice contemporary worship, 9:15 a.m. 

Traditional worship, 10:45 a.m. 

 

Monday, May 28 

Memorial Day - Office Closed 

 

Wednesday, May 30 

Beyond Belief Band Rehearsal, 6:30 p.m. 
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A Message from Pastor Bob Linstrom 

Perceiving the sacred in the everyday 
 Earth is so thick with Godôs promise that everywhere we walk we should be hitting an altar. 

Barbara Brown Taylor 

I first encountered the study of phenomenology when I was an undergrad and taking a 

course on ñMyth and Symbolò with the professor who would become my academic advisor.  

We read Mircea Eliadeôs seminal work The Sacred and the Profane, a study of the history of 

religious expression based on foundational elements that are found in all religious traditions.  

At the heart of that study was the recognition that humans tend to categorize those things 

which are holy or sacred, and those things which are unholy or profane. Much of religious 

tradition aspires to affix the faithful to the holy or sacred, and to denigrate or even condemn those things identified as unholy or            

profane.   

 

My trip this past winter to Israel with interfaith colleagues was a journey to the land that Jews, Christians and Muslims call holy.  

There were the deeply revered places that were genuinely moving to me in that sojourn: the excavation around the synagogue in the 

ancient city of Capernaum, the place on the Jordan River where tradition indicates that Jesus was baptized, the walk down the Mount 

of Olives to the Garden of Gethsemane, The Dome of the Rock and the plaza of the Noble Sanctuary, the Western Wall, and the           

places revered as the places of Jesusô birth, Transfiguration, crucifixion and burial. But I was also moved while gathering sea shells in 

Caesarea on the Mediterranean on my first full day in the Holy Land, while examining a 2000-year old fishing boat unearthed in the 

muck of the Galilean seashore, while walking the crowded streets of the Old City of Jerusalem with the gathering of the faithful of 

many religious traditions and from the nations of the world, and with the residents and shopkeepers and cab drivers with whom we 

interacted daily. Well beyond the traditionally óholyô sites, the whole sojourn was a holy pilgrimage, and the holiness of the whole of 

creation was manifest. 

 

We resurrection Christians find the presence of Christ in the common elements of bread and wine, in a sign of peace shared, in the 

faces of our sisters and brothers. The promise of God, as Taylor suggested, is so thick that we should be hitting an altar everywhere 

we walk, including that little triangle of land bordered by Fulton, Robinson and Cascade on the east side of Grand Rapids, a place 

where our faith community gathers in worship, fellowship and to be sent out into the world to serve. Let us claim our identity as a 

people made holy by the sacrifice of Christ, in a land made holy by the God of all creation, perceiving the holy, the sacred in the   

everyday. 

Grace and peace, 

Pastor Bob Linstrom 

Three Worship Service Sunday schedule to begin May 27 
As we welcome the summer of 2018, the new three worship service Sunday schedule will 

begin on Sunday, May 27. The new Sunday schedule will be: 

¶ 8 a.m. ï traditional worship in the sanctuary 

¶ 9:15 a.m. ï Rejoice worship in Centennial Hall (a single combined Rejoice service), 

and 

¶ 10:45 a.m. ï traditional worship in the sanctuary 

Bringing our Rejoice worshipping community into one large gathering, bringing the whole 

Sunday morning worship schedule into the morning hours, and providing for times of             

fellowship between worship services were all objectives in this new plan. Additionally, we 

are planning to retain this three-service worship schedule year-round, continuing to offer  

the same three services at the same times in the summer. With this change, Sunday School  

would begin at 9:30 a.m. and continue to 10:30 a.m. in the fall through spring seasons,  

overlapping our worship and fellowship times.   

Take note of our changing worship calendar and be with us as we do a new thing at Trinity! 
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As I write this on April 8 I am sure that many of you, like me, 

are wondering when spring will finally arrive in Grand     

Rapids. Rumor has it that it might actually start this week. 

How appropriate that spring will arrive in Grand Rapids this 

week ï bringing with it the growth, sunshine, warmth and    

rebirth anticipated during this yearly transition ï while at    

the same time, we begin (not a rumor, it is happening) the               

remodeling of our church home. This too signals an exciting 

season of growth, fellowship, rebirth and a renewed                 

commitment to the service of our church and the surrounding 

Grand Rapids community. 

The Groundbreaking ceremony on March 25 was the beginning of the project, and 

based on the new fencing, dumpsters and worksite offices on the property, the actual 

work is prepared to commence on Monday, April 9. Here we go! 

I ask that you pray for the safety of all workers and for patience and flexibility to be 

extended to the entire congregation, as there will undoubtedly be moments of                   

inconvenience throughout the project despite all efforts being made to minimize              

disruptions. When faced with these challenges, I pray we can refocus on the impact   

this season of growth will have in our congregation and community and feel a renewed 

sense of excitement as we glorify GOD in tending to HIS house ï looking toward a 

bright future in our expanded church home. 

 

May your gracious blessing descend like dew from heaven upon all 

whom you will gather here to worship and send from here to serve. 

We praise you for the joy of beginning a work in your name 

and for all whose gifts and labor have prepared for this day. 

May we soon celebrate your presence in the house of your church, 

and, in the time to come, praise you forever in our eternal home; 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Grace and peace, 

Paul Crist  

President, Congregation Council 

Trinity Lutheran Church 

 

Trinity Congregation Council   
Members 2017-2018 

Standing committees of the Congregation 

Council coordinate the mission and ministry    

of Trinity and provide their leadership in         

developing new programming. Each        

committee has a council committee person 

who acts as the liaison between the council 

and committee. Executive Committee       

members and Committee contacts are: 

Congregation Council Executive           
Committee 

President: Paul Crist, 616-813-6150,  
pcrist5150@gmail.com 

Vice President: Mike Mason, 616-826-8501,                                       
mikemason2005@comcast.net  

Treasurer: John Basher, 616-974-9482,         
jbasher66@gmail.com 

Secretary: Carol Butler, 616-551-3903,               
caroljb43@gmail.com 

Senior Pastor:  Rev. Robert Linstrom,                    
616-949-2492, ext. 15,  
robert.linstrom@tlcgr.org  

Associate Pastor : Rev. Dan Schewe,             
616-949-2492, ext. 24 
dan.schewe@tlcgr.org 

Assisting Pastor: Rev. Karen Niemeyer, 
616-949-2492, ext. 12 
karen.niemeyer@tlcgr.org 

Congregation Council Members 

Childrenôs Ministry: Kathy Bush,  
616-485-0031, bushkj@yahoo.com 

Congregational Life: Brad Blair,                 
616-949-2510, bblair@mkassoc.com 

Endowment Fund: Mike Mason 

Fellowship: Brenda Heacock, 616-949-2510,                          
office@tlcgr.org 

Finance: John Basher 

Health Ministries: Carol Butler 

Hospitality:  Carrie Wygmans,                    
616-481-2489, cwygs@comcast.net 

Human Resources: Chris Engle,                
616-308-8859, chris@eyeonargus.com  

Outreach: John Fox,  616-949-2510, 
jklsafox@comcast.net  

Property: Jim Coates, 616-254-9447,          
thecoates627@gmail.com 

Property: Phil Wittry, 513-328-5160,                
pjwittry@yahoo.com  

Spiritual Growth: Wendy Johnson,             
616-940-3130, davidbj7796@sbcglobal.net  

Stewardship:  Amelia Crist, 616-340-5914,                              
amelia.elisabeth.crist@gmail.com 

Worship and Music: Rick Radke,                   
616-682-1198, radketrac@comcast.net 

Worship and Music: Kate Bredwell,                  
616-889-3329, kate.bredwell@sbcglobal.net 

Youth and Family: Tess Lundgren,            
616-889-9503, tesslundgren@gmail.com 

Youth and Family: Julia Kessel,                  
Youth Representative, 616-949-2510,                          
office@tlcgr.org 

Council Corner 

Trinityôs Voting Members Prepare for Synod Assembly 

Seven Trinity members will represent our congregation at the 2018 Synod Assembly, 

May 20-22, in Lansing. Senior Pastor Bob Linstrom, Associate Pastor Dan Schewe, 

Assisting Pastor Karen Niemeyer and four lay representatives, Bill and Meri Leidel and 

Jim and Sue Coates, will represent Trinity Lutheran Church of Grand Rapids as voting 

members.   

Please keep these voting members in your prayers as they seek to care well for our  

ministry together in the wider regional and national expressions of the Evangelical  

Lutheran Church in America. 

                     

mailto:chris@eyeonargus.com
mailto:davidbj7796@sbcglobal.net
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                                                                  Variance 
                                                                            Favorable/ 
                                         Budget              Actual           (Unfavorable) 

Total Income                         80,200              95,613               15,413               19.2% 
Total Expenses                      79,451              74,283                 5,168      6.5% 

Operating Income (Loss)             749       21,329     20,580 

Giving was above budget due to timing of annual giving. 

In total spending was below budget for the month by $5,200. Payroll wages/taxes   

were $3,700 lower from vacancies in the Parish Nurse and the High School Youth  

Coordinator positions and lower hourly payroll. Office and Administration had $1,600 

of favorable  timing. Property had $700 of unfavorable timing, leaving about $600 of 

favorable spending across the rest of the areas. 

        Month of March, 2018   

Trinity Lutheran Church Budget vs. Actuals 

Trinityôs New Red Paraments 

        2018 Fiscal Year to Date 
        February 2018 to March 2018  

                                                                                               Variance 
                                                                                       Favorable/ 
                       Budget              Actual             (Unfavorable) 

Total Income                        168,549            184,089                15,540               9.2% 
Total Expenses                     153,941            143,682                10,259               6.7% 

Operating Income (Loss)         14,608              40,407                25,799         

Giving was above budget due to timing of annual giving. 

In total spending was below budget for the month by $10,300. Payroll wages/taxes  

were $7,000 lower from vacancies in the Parish Nurse and the High School Youth         

Coordinator positions and lower hourly payroll. Office and Administration had $900   

of favorable timing. Property had $900 of favorable timing, leaving about $1,500 of 

favorable spending across the rest of the areas. 

The beautiful red paraments were first displayed in Trinityôs sanctuary on Reformation 

Sunday, October 29, 2017. They are also featured on the front cover of this newsletter. 

The red paraments were designed and made in great detail by Trinity members Mary 

Smoes, Nancy Morrison and Helen Slider-Johnson. 

Pictured at left are Mary and Nancy with Pastor Karen on the day the paraments were 

raised into position. 

Be sure to take a good look at the beauty of their work when the paraments once again 

grace our altar area on the Day of Pentecost, Sunday, May 20.  

Thank you, ladies, for your gift of creativity and the art we will enjoy for many years. 
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A Message from Associate Pastor Dan Schewe 
I love the movie óUpô for a lot of reasons. It tells a hauntingly beautiful story of a family in the first 

few minutes, without using any words. This montage introduces us to the filmôs surprising main    

character Carl, a senior citizen who is being squeezed out of his home by a developer. 

Carl eventually meets a scientist who has created all sorts of odd inventions. One is a way to translate 

the thoughts of dogs into English. Some of the funniest parts of the movie come as we listen to the dog 

characters talk, only to be distracted by a ball, or squirrel, or something shiny and bound off after it in 

mid thought, completely oblivious as to what they had been doing or talking about. The dog characters 

have no focus. 

If you havenôt seen it, I highly recommend it. 

Confirmation Schedule  

May 6 - Confirmation Sunday 

May 18 and 19 - End of the year middle school lock-in! Mark your calendars now! 

Middle School Youth Ministry - Spring, 2018 

Often, I feel like we are like these dog characters. We set our minds on something and are working toward its completion, only to be 

distracted by something shiny that comes across our path. Then we bound off after that for a while until we eventually remember 

what we were working on and try to get back to it. Sometimes it is hard for us to focus. 

I find this especially true during these beautiful spring days. We are enticed by the rare opportunity to enjoy the beauty of Michigan 

that surrounds us. 

I find this to be true in our faith as well. We can get distracted from the focus of our faith by all of the shiny things surrounding us. 

For me I find the focus of our faith in Genesis 12:3, óI will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all 

peoples on earth will be blessed through you.ô Here Abram is being sent by God away from his homeland, but sent with this two 

fold blessing. 

He is blessed by God to be a great nation. He is going to prosper. I think we can get distracted from remembering that we are blessed 

by God. So many other voices in our lives tell us that we are not enough, or lacking in so many ways. But in the eyes of God we are 

wonderful and blessed by him to be who we are. 

Abram is also blessed to be a blessing to the rest of the earth. He is not blessed just for his own benefit, but for the benefit of others. 

So are we. Sometimes we can get distracted from this aspect of our faith by the struggles in our own lives. We can get turned in on 

ourselves and  close our eyes to those around us. In doing so we miss out on the blessing it is to be a blessing  to others. 

In these beautiful spring days, I hope you get to enjoy all the wonderful opportunities that come to you. As you enjoy them,              

remember one of the core aspects of our faith; that we are blessed and are a blessing; in every place and aspect of our lives. 

Shalom, 

Pastor Dan Schewe 
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Confirmation Sunday May 6 
Confirmation Sunday will be celebrated on Sunday, May 6 in 2018. Be with us as we confirm 20 

eighth graders in their journeys of faith formation at the 11:15 a.m. worship service on Sunday,  

May 6. Our 2018 Confirmands are: 

Emily Albaitis 

Adam Ardolino 

Christopher Ashby 

Kyle Basher 

William Becker 

Colin Beckett 

Peter Bowman 

Cameron Brandstadt 

Nicholas Grooters 

Julianna Hahn 

Ian Hall 

Logan Landon 

Andrew Larson 

Sophia Maisel 

Isaac McKinney 

Jacqueline Moglia 

Richard Radke 

Victoria Shannon 

Abigail Siminski 

Allison Vigna 

Keep our Confirmands and their families in your prayers as we commend them to their journeys of 

faith and life. 

Charge Recap 
In March we had 22 middle school youth and five adults attend the ñChargeò event at the Great Wolf Lodge, in Traverse City. This 

event was organized by our friends at Living Water Ministries, the same people who organize camp at Stony Lake. The group had an 

amazing time getting to know each other better and deepening our faith! 

Camp Scholarship Fund Appeal 
Last year we had 35 kids from Trinity attend summer camp at Stony Lake, and this year we are up 

to 39 registered. These kids participated in elementary, middle, and high school programs tailored  

to their age groups to help them encounter God. While at camp our youth experienced God and 

community in life changing ways. This was largely possible because of our camp scholarship fund. 

We ask families to pay the $100 deposit per camper and the fund covers the rest of the cost. This 

makes the life-changing experience of camp very affordable for every family. Many of our young 

people are only able to attend camp because of your generosity. 

In May we are seeking to replenish this fund. 

¶ $140 sponsors one first through third grader for a Sunday through Wednesday camp experience. 

¶ $260 sponsors one third through twelfth grader for a week of camp. 

Please prayerfully consider how you would like to help support this life changing experience in the 

lives of Trinityôs youth. 
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Childrenôs Ministry 
Get on board for Childrenôs Ministry Family Picnics! 

ñNoahôs Arkò will be our theme for evenings of food, fun, and fellowship this August! 

Families are invited to Trinity to enjoy dinner, games, music, and more!  

Pick the picnic date that best describes your family and fits your schedule. If you have 

children in more than one age group, take your pick, or come twice! If you canôt make it 

on the night of your childôs grade, please join in anytime. Activities will be different 

each week. There is no cost for these events and dinner will be provided. Mark your  

calendar today, and look for an invitation later this summer. 

Wednesdays, 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. 

¶ August 8: Grades 3, 4, and 5 

¶ August 15: Kindergarten, Grades 1 and 2 

¶ August 22: Pre-school age 3-5 years 

É Can Stock Photo / ChristinLola 

High School Youth Ministry Notes 

First Sunday of the month Bible study  
May 6 at 10 a.m. in the parlor 

Join Pastor Dan for doughnuts, juice, and conversation in the scriptures. Contact Pastor 

Dan if you have any questions or if you have suggestions on where to get doughnuts! 

A competition is looming! 

Hold on to all of your cans and bottles because this summer our youth are holding a                     

competitive can drive! Those attending our summer trips are being split into teams to 

compete to see who can raise the most money.   

Watch the Friday eBlasts and Sunday Weekly Connection for more information! 

Graduate Sunday 

On Sunday, May 20 we are celebrating high school graduates at Trinity at each service 

that day! They will be blessed, given a gift, and celebrated for their accomplishments. 

After services on May 20 there will be refreshments to honor our graduates.  

Join us in celebrating Trinityôs high school graduates! 

 

Schubert Support for Trinity Youth Mission Trip 
Did you know that the Schubert Male Chorus rehearses every Monday night at Trinity?  

They perform many concerts throughout west Michigan. This yearôs annual spring      

concert is an invitation to enjoy music thatôs ñOne of a Kind.ò The event will be held at 

East Grand Rapids Performing Arts Center on Saturday, May 5, at 7:30 p.m. Tickets for 

the concert are $18, but $10 of every ticket sold by our own Schubert singers will benefit 

Trinity's Youth mission trip this summer!   

Our Trinity Schubert members are Ken Block (616-780-0707) and Doug Haneline              

(231-679-2668). It will be a fun evening and will help fund our youth mission trip. Get 

your tickets from Ken or Doug or at the church office. 
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-  Any item that has been recalled, banned or does not meet        

 current safety standards 

- Older baby items (i.e., cribs, mattresses, car seats) 

- Non-digital televisions or digital televisions that require  

converter boxes 

- Mattresses  

-  Electronic or kerosene heaters; paint or paint thinner;    

 other flammable, poisonous or hazardous substances;   

 car batteries or other corrosive materials; used tires;  

 large appliances; most building materials 

- CRT computer monitors (large, non-flat screen) 

-  Exercise equipment, including stationary bicycles 

Trinityôs High School Youth Rummage Sale 
Always a highlight of the spring of the year, Trinityôs Rummage Sale is typically the biggest fundraiser for our high school youth. 

Your participation is greatly appreciated. So clean out your closets, storage rooms, redecorate and bring items no longer needed to   

Trinity. And then come to the Rummage Sale and find some new treasures for yourself!  

All proceeds help to offset the cost for the participants of the summer 2018 trips: ELCA National Gathering in Houston Texas, and 

our Mission Trip to Troy, Missouri. 

PLEASE NOTE: Due to construction, this yearôs rummage sale will be contained to Centennial Hall only. As a result, we will be 

taking fewer types of items than in years past. Before bringing any items to Trinity, be sure to carefully read the information below.   

Contributions Accepted: *           
Sunday, April 29, 2 to 5 p.m. 

Monday through Wednesday, April 30 to May 2             

9 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
Please drop off your donation items in                   

Centennial Hall 

Rummage Sale Dates/Times: 
Friday, May 4  

10 a.m. to 12 p.m. & 4 to 8 p.m.   

Saturday, May 5  

9 a.m. to noon 

Got Stuff?! 

Items We are Thrilled to Accept: 

Sorry, we cannot accept the      
following items THIS YEAR: 

¶ Baby & Childrenôs 
Clothing and Toys 

¶ Shoes, all sizes 

¶ Jewelry 

¶ Art 

¶ Housewares 

¶ Rugs 

¶ Furniture  * 

¶ Antiques 

¶ Sporting Goods 

¶ Tools 

¶ Adult Clothing 

¶ Linens 

¶ Books 

¶ Collectables 

 

¶ Cameras 

¶ Electronics 

¶ Adult Games  

¶ CDôs & DVDôs 

 

* We are happy to pick up large items, including furniture. Schedule a pick-up by contacting:  

Pastor Dan at 616-949-2492 ext. 24 or dan.schewe@tlcgr.org 

Pick-up dates and times are: 

Saturday April 21, Sunday, April 22, Saturday April 28, and Sunday April 29 from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Items we can NEVER accept at Trinityôs Rummage Sale 

A note from our High School Youth 

Thank you for supporting our ñSponsor a Mileò fund raiser, for the donations of food and for  

joining us for the Easter Breakfast and thank you for your donations to the rummage sale. Please 

come to the sale on May 4 and 5. We are elated by your support! 
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Groundbreaking - Palm Sunday, March 25 

(Grand Rapids, Michigan) March 26, 2018 ï                              

More than 300 church members and project partners gathered 

Sunday morning to break ground on a major addition and                

renovation project to one of the areaôs longest-standing church 

communities. Funded by a $5.8 million capital campaign, a new 

fellowship addition will commence in early April as the yearlong 

building project gets underway. 

ñWe begin today with an Order of Thanksgiving and Blessing, 

with remarks from Trinity leaders and project partners, with 

groundbreaking and with a vision for caring for and improving 

our home for worship, fellowship and service,ò said Senior           

Pastor Robert Linstrom. ñFour years of planning now progresses 

into active construction as we seek to care well for our nearly    

60-year old facility and pray Godôs blessings on this significant 

project.ò 

The project will be constructed in three phases, to accommodate 

ongoing church activities. The new work is designed to unify an 

evolving congregation that supports multiple worship styles for 

different generations. By opening up existing space and creating  

a new fellowship area the church will bring the congregation  

together by not only connecting physical space, but also by        

fostering relationships. A new centrally located youth space 

shows the churchôs dedication to encouraging growth in the          

Lutheran faith among the younger generation. On the exterior, a 

new entry promotes a sense that all are welcome. Once in the 

space, members will experience a user-friendly environment with 

clear way finding and intuitive adjacencies.      

The capital campaign also funded $1 million of exterior work that 

has already taken place; the restoration of the churchôs iconic 

cross tower and parking improvements were complete in 2017. 

Phase 1: Fellowship Addition 

The first phase involves infilling the churchôs lower-level             

courtyard to create a new 2,900 square foot fellowship space.  

The fellowship area will feature cathedral ceilings with clerestory 

windows, a central glass-paneled staircase leading to the main 

floor, and an open wall connecting to the Rejoice Worship area. 

Adjacent renovations to existing spaces will also be completed 

during Phase 1. 

Phase 2: Rejoice Worship Space Renovations 

The second phase marks a complete renovation of the Rejoice 

Worship area featuring a new acoustical cloud ceiling, new stage 

area with integrated theatrical lighting, and an inductive hearing 

loop system beneath the flooring to provide better worship access 

for the hearing impaired. The space will also receive new           

flooring, paint and finishes throughout. Phase 2 overlaps with   

the timeline of Phase 1; both phases will be complete at the           

same time. 

Phase 3: New entrance and corridor transformation 

The third and final phase of the project includes a new entrance 

on the west side of the building and architectural vestibule,   

opening up an existing corridor for direct access into the new 

fellowship space, and final reconfigurations for better traffic flow. 

The Traditional Worship area will also receive upgraded lighting. 

Alongside church task forces and committees, many local              

organizations have played a role in developing this project.     

Owen-Ames-Kimball Co. is providing construction management         

services; Progressive AE is the architectural firm. The building 

project is scheduled for completion in 2019. 

About Trinity Lutheran Church 

Trinity Lutheran Church was founded in Grand Rapids in 1896. 

Located at the intersection of Fulton Street and Robinson           

Avenue, their current church home was built in 1960. For over 

100 years, the congregation has welcomed individuals and           

families from throughout West Michigan to join us in celebrating 

the spirituality, love and enlightenment of Christianity.  

About O-A-K 

Owen-Ames-Kimball Co. (O-A-K) is the longest-standing       

commercial contractor in the State of Michigan, founded in Grand 

Rapids in 1891. Offering Construction Management,  General 

Contracting, and Design-Build services, the firm has full-service 

offices in Grand Rapids, Kalamazoo, and Ft. Myers. As an            

employee-owned firm since day one, our values define our work. 

Our people define our legacy. 

About Progressive AE 

Progressive AEôs workforce is a unique blend of creative people 

who think strategically, and strategic people who work creatively. 

The firm is guided by a fundamental and forward-thinking            

philosophy, Performance Based Design, which is a commitment 

to optimizing organizational performance for clients. In fact,  

design measures will be validated post-occupancy. Progressive 

AE has provided innovative and sustainable architectural and 

engineering services for more than 50 years. The firm is privately 

held, employee-owned company with offices in Grand Rapids, 

Michigan and Charlotte, North Carolina.  

PRESS RELEASE: TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH BREAKS GROUND ON                                                             
MAJOR ADDITIONS AND RENOVATIONS 

http://www.owen-ames-kimball.com/
http://www.progressiveae.com/
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Trinity Building Project underway         
After several significant work days to clear rooms that will be 

part of the first phase of demolition and renovation, and               

following our Groundbreaking on Palm Sunday, March 25, the 

yearlong building project commenced on Monday, April 9. The 

OAK Construction Manager is now on site full-time during the 

week and asbestos abatement began in the first phase areas of the 

project in early April. Construction of the courtyard fellowship 

space will be the central project in Phase One, with all adjacent 

rooms on both floors also under renovation. We expect to vacate 

Centennial Hall and additional rooms on the upper level of the 

building early this summer, with the expectation of significant 

project development completed by the late summer of 2018. 

With the new parking lot, Cross Tower remediation project and 

significant preliminary architectural and engineering efforts            

already completed, the three-phase main building construction 

project is scheduled for April of 2018 through March of 2019, 

with the aspiration of maintaining as much of the congregationôs 

ministry program and activities as possible. 

Please continue keep our congregationôs Building Committee  

and Congregation Council leaders in your prayers as they seek   

to continue to lead us well in discerning Godôs will for this                            

significant effort to strengthen our mission and ministry! 

 

Groundbreaking Shovelers: 

Building Committee  

 Roger Marks, Sheryl VanderBaan, Neil Sendler,                  

 Norm Peterson, David Mester and Jim Boles 

Council Executive Committee  

 Mike Mason and John Basher 

Pastors 

 Pastor Karen Niemeyer, Pastor Dan Schewe and                  
 Pastor  Bob Linstrom 

Capital Campaign 

 Kris Fox, John Fox and Mary Johnson  

Children and Youth 

 Delia DeBoer (Sunday School), Ian Hall (Middle School), 
 and Julia Kessel (High School and Congregation Council) 

Owen Ames Kimball (OAK) 

 Jeff Weber 

Progressive AE: 

John Van Houten  


