
Join us for live streaming of our “Virtual Worship” service for the 
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost from Centennial Hall on Sunday,  
August 16 at 9:15 a.m.  If you are unable to join us at that time, be 
welcome to access the service at your convenience via Trinity's 
YouTube channel.  Instructions for that access are below. 

We are streaming our 9:15 a.m. “Virtual Worship” service on YouTube. 

To find it, do the following: 

• Follow the home page link to “Virtual Worship” on Trinity's website, 

select “video” and you will be connected to the stream. 

 OR 

• Go to YouTube, either by opening the app on your phone or by            

visiting the webpage on your computer.  

• Search for ‘Trinity Lutheran Church Grand Rapids.’ The first option 

should be one with a picture of our cross tower (that is our               
channel).  

• When you click on it you will be brought to our channel. If the 

service is live (from about 9:10  to 10:20 a.m. on Sunday morning) 
there will be a video with ‘Live Now’ on it.  

• Simply click on the video and you will be connected to the stream.  

• We also save past services in a play list called ‘Rejoice Worship,’ so 

you can view a past worship service at any time.  It takes a couple 
of hours for the video to download on YouTube after worship ends. 

 

If you have a YouTube account please subscribe to the channel. This 
will allow our videos to show up in your video feed and when we reach 
enough subscriptions allow us to change our YouTube url. 

God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call 
upon you. Teach us as disciples of your Son to love the world with 
compassion and constancy, that your name may be known throughout 
the earth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

Sunday, August 16, 2020 — Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 

Trinity’s Weekly Connection 

Trinity Members in Our Prayers 

We pray for Trinity members Krysta Billock, Captain Karl Crist, Jack 
Danielson, Riley Day, Samantha DeBoer, John Derbin, Awilda Diaz, Lois 
Engel, Beth Engstrom, Ruth Ann Evans, Ryleigh Fischer, Mary Frick, 
Richard and Phyllis Gehl, Elena Griewahn, Adam Guigue, Craig 
Gunderson, Carol Welz-Gustafson, Mark Hahn, Bob and Linda Heine 
and family, Jerry Hendricks, Callan Hughes, Christopher Humphrey, 
Austin, Meredith and Theodore Johnson, Christopher Keller, Susan 
Knoll, Jen Knowles, Susan Kwast, Logan Landon, Marilyn Leese, Bob 
and Cathy Luders, Judy Mallen, Roger Marks, Joyce McKenzie, Marilyn 
Mellema, Johnny Mielock, Tim Neilson, Maddie Nojos, Roger Perham, 
Dan Pollert, Valeriano Ramirez, Jacqueline Riegling, Mark and Gayle 
Rohde and family, Lynn Rose, Bishop Craig Satterlee, Marian Schaible, 
Carolyn Schaner, Chas Schaner, Chris Schomberg, Ilene Seadal, Karen 
Selle, Joan Sellman, Jim Searfoss, Michael Smith, Joyce Snyder, 
Courtney Steketee and family, Linda Taffs, Shirley Tedford, Jeremiah 
(JD) Thamban, Ted Turnage, Dale Volkerding, John Walls, Meghan 
Walls, Eric Wollen, Peyton Wollen, Rick and Michelle Wolner, Dave and 
Kathy Young, Susan Youngren, and Kathryn Zielinski. 

Prayer of the Day for Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 

Trinity is live streaming worship — how do I find it? 

Merciful God, your healing power is everywhere about us. Strengthen 
those who work among the sick; give them courage and confidence in 
all they do. Encourage them when their efforts seem futile or when 
death prevails. Increase their trust in your power even to overcome 
death and pain and crying. May they be thankful for every sign of 
health you give, and humble before the mystery of your healing grace; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

A prayer for health care providers 



Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost        August 16, 2020 
 
In Isaiah we hear that God’s house shall be a house of prayer for all people and that 
God will gather the outcasts of Israel. The Canaanite woman in today’s gospel is a 
Gentile, an outsider, who is unflinching in her request that Jesus heal her daughter. 
As Jesus commends her bold faith, how might our church extend its mission to 
those on the margins of society? In our gathering around word and meal we receive 
strength to be signs of comfort, healing, and justice for those in need. 
 
 
 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 56:1, 6-8  
 
The prophet calls upon Israel to do justice in view of God’s imminent intervention to 
save. Righteousness and obedience define who belongs to the Israelite community—
not race, nationality, or any other category. 
 
1Thus says the Lord: 
  Maintain justice, and do what is right, 
 for soon my salvation will come, 
  and my deliverance be revealed. 
 
 6And the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord, 
  to minister to him, to love the name of the Lord, 
  and to be his servants, 
 all who keep the sabbath, and do not profane it, 
  and hold fast my covenant— 
 7these I will bring to my holy mountain, 
  and make them joyful in my house of prayer; 
 their burnt offerings and their sacrifices 
  will be accepted on my altar; 
 for my house shall be called a house of prayer 
  for all peoples. 
 8Thus says the Lord God, 
  who gathers the outcasts of Israel, 
 I will gather others to them 
  besides those already gathered. 
 
 
 

SECOND READING: Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32  
 
God has not rejected Israel. Rather, the call and gifts of God are irrevocable so that, 
while all have been disobedient, God has mercy upon all. 
 
[Paul writes:] 1I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! 
I myself am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the 
tribe of Benjamin. 2aGod has not rejected his people whom he 
foreknew. 

  29For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30Just as you 
were once disobedient to God but have now received mercy because 
of their disobedience, 31so they have now been disobedient in order 
that, by the mercy shown to you, they too may now receive mercy. 
32For God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be 
merciful to all. 
 
 
 

GOSPEL: Matthew 15:21-28 
 
Jesus teaches his disciples that true purity is a matter of the heart rather than 
outward religious observances. Almost immediately, this teaching is tested when a 
woman considered to be a religious outsider approaches him for help. 
 
  21Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and 
Sidon. 22Just then a Canaanite woman from that region came out 
and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my 
daughter is tormented by a demon.” 23But he did not answer her at 
all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, 
for she keeps shouting after us.” 24He answered, “I was sent only to 
the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25But she came and knelt 
before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 26He answered, “It is not fair to 
take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” 27She said, “Yes, 
Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ 
table.” 28Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it 
be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed instantly. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the 
church, the world, and all who are in need. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
Lord, you gather the church to be part of your mission as 
ambassadors of Jesus Christ. As Jesus acknowledged the great 
faith of a woman from outside his people, help your church discover 
and find blessing in the faith of people we might reject. Lord, in your 
mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
You bless us with those who share in our ministry, including the 
pastor and people of St. John Lutheran Church in Saginaw, synod 
partners with us in mission and ministry. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
You also bless us when we pray for those who worship you in 
different ways.  Guide us to a spirit of unity and harmony so that we 
may come to cherish our commonalities. Bless our three “Standing 
Together” partner congregations here in Grand Rapids, Masjid At-
Tawheed, Westminster Presbyterian Church and Temple Emanuel.  
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
You have blessed us with the bounty of the earth. Grant your grace 
to all your creatures, that the earth will flourish. Relieve waters 
choked by garbage, renew soils stripped of nutrients, and refresh the 
air all creatures need to live. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
You call the nations to be glad and sing for joy. Let your way be 
known among all the nations of the world, now divided by competing 
interests, contending alliances, and consumed by enormous worry. 
Bless us and make your face shine upon all. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
You show unexpected mercy, kindness, and generosity. We pray for 
those who do not have enough, for outcasts in our villages, cities, 
and town, and for those who need your healing, including those we 
name now in our hearts (a brief silence).  Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

In you we live and move and have our being. Grant our congregation, 
Trinity Lutheran Church, grace to find our life refreshed in you. 
Accompany us in the rhythms of late summer. Give us rest and 
renewal and strengthen us for mission in your name. Lord, in your 
mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Your eternal promises are more than we could ever imagine. As you 
gather all the saints, join us also with them on the great day of your 
salvation. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we 
offer these prayers to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
A Prayer for the Power of the Spirit among the People of God 
 
God of all power and love, we give thanks for your unfailing presence 
and the hope you provide in times of uncertainty and loss. 
Send your Holy Spirit to enkindle in us your holy fire. 
Revive us to live as Christ’s body in the world: 
a people who pray, worship, learn, break bread, share life, heal 
neighbors, bear good news, seek justice, rest and grow in the Spirit. 
Wherever and however we gather, unite us in common prayer and 
send us in common mission, that we and the whole creation might 
be restored and renewed, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
 
Prayer for this time of closure and distancing 
 
O God, where hearts are fearful and constricted, grant courage and 
hope. Where anxiety is infectious and widening, grant peace and 
reassurance. Where impossibilities close every door and window, 
grant imagination and resistance. Where distrust twists our thinking, 
grant healing and illumination. Where spirits are daunted and 
weakened, grant soaring wings and strengthened dreams. All these 
things we ask in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 




