
Join us for live streaming of our “Virtual Worship” service for the 

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost from Centennial Hall on Sunday, 
October 4 at 9:15 a.m.  If you are unable to join us at that time, be 

welcome to access the service at your convenience via Trinity's YouTube 
channel.  Instructions for that access are below. 

 

 

We are streaming our 9:15 a.m. “Virtual Worship” service on YouTube. 
To find it, do the following: 

• Follow the home page link to “Virtual Worship” on Trinity's website, 
select “video” and you will be connected to the stream. 

 OR 

• Go to YouTube, either by opening the app on your phone or by            
visiting the webpage on your computer.  

• Search for ‘Trinity Lutheran Church Grand Rapids.’ The first option 
should be one with a picture of our cross tower (that is our               
channel).  

• When you click on it you will be brought to our channel. If the 
service is live (from about 9:10  to 10:20 a.m. on Sunday morning) 
there will be a video with ‘Live Now’ on it.  

• Simply click on the video and you will be connected to the stream.  

• We also save past services in a play list called ‘Rejoice Worship,’ so 
you can view a past worship service at any time.  It takes a couple 
of hours for the video to download on YouTube after worship ends. 

 

If you have a YouTube account please subscribe to the channel. This will 
allow our videos to show up in your video feed and when we reach 
enough subscriptions allow us to change our YouTube url. 

Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by 
the inspiration of your Spirit to know those things that are right, and 
by your merciful guidance, help us to do them, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Sunday, October 4, 2020 — Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Trinity’s Weekly Connection 

Trinity Members in Our Prayers 

We pray for Trinity members Emily Albaitis and family, Fran 
Anderson, Dan Babin, George Bauer, Krysta Billock, Sherry Blair and 
family, Bob Carwell, Captain Karl Crist, Jack Danielson, Angela 
Davis, Riley Day, John Derbin, Awilda Diaz, Lois Engel, Beth 
Engstrom, Carol Eriksen, Ryleigh Fischer, Joe Fisher, Mari Franz and 
family, Mary Frick, Richard and Phyllis Gehl, Jack Greiner, Elena 
Griewahn, Adam Guigue, Craig Gunderson, Carol Welz-Gustafson, 
Alexander Hahn, Mark Hahn, Bob and Linda Heine and family, Jerry 
Hendricks, Bill Heyne, Carrie Hoeksema, Callan Hughes, Christopher 
Humphrey, Austin, Meredith and Theodore Johnson, Christopher 
Keller, Gayl Kessel, Susan Knoll, Jen Knowles, Logan Landon, 
Marilyn Leese, Bob and Cathy Luders, Judy Mallen, Roger Marks, 
Joyce McKenzie, Bill McClimans, Jill McKinney, Marilyn Mellema, 
Johnny Mielock, Moglia family, Michael Mulligan, Tim Neilson, 
Maddie Nojos, Roger Perham, Dan Pollert, Valeriano Ramirez, 
Jacqueline Riegling, Mark and Gayle Rohde and family, Lynn Rose, 
Petra Rotzell, Tiago Saline, Bishop Craig Satterlee, Marian Schaible, 
Carolyn Schaner, Chas Schaner, Chris Schomberg, Ilene Seadal, 
Karen Selle, Joan Sellman, Jim Searfoss, Michael Smith, David 
Smoes, Joyce Snyder, Courtney Steketee and family, Linda Taffs, 
Shirley Tedford, Jeremiah (JD) Thamban, Ted Turnage, Dale 
Volkerding, John Walls, Meghan Walls, Eric Wollen, Peyton Wollen, 
Rick and Michelle Wolner, Dave and Kathy Young, Susan Youngren, 
and Kathryn Zielinski. 

Prayer of the Day for 18th Sunday after Pentecost 

Trinity is live streaming worship — how do I find it? 

God of wisdom, your Son came among us as a teacher. Send your 
blessing on all who are engaged in the work of education: give 
them clearness of vision and freshness of thought, and  enable 
them so to train the hearts and minds of their students that they 
may grow in wisdom and be prepared to face the  challenges of 
life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Prayer for the Blessing of Teachers 



18th Sundy after Pentecost                  October 4, 2020 
 
In today’s gospel reading, Jesus tells a vineyard parable, which serves as an image of 
Israel, the prophets’ mission, and Christ’s death. For Christians, the vineyard also speaks of 
God’s love poured out in the blood of Christ, given to us for the forgiveness of sin. Grafted 
onto Christ the vine at baptism, we are nourished with wine and bread so that we may share 
Christ’s sufferings and know the power of his resurrection.  
 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 5:1-7  
 
The prophet sings a sad, parable-like love song about the relationship between God and 
Israel. In this song Israel is compared to a promising vineyard. Despite God’s loving care, 
the vineyard that is Israel has brought forth “wild grapes” of injustice and distress, when 
fine grapes of justice and righteousness were expected.  
  
1Let me sing for my beloved 
  my love-song concerning his vineyard: 
 My beloved had a vineyard 
  on a very fertile hill. 
 2He dug it and cleared it of stones, 
  and planted it with choice vines; 
 he built a watchtower in the midst of it, 
  and hewed out a wine vat in it; 
 he expected it to yield grapes, 
  but it yielded wild grapes. 
 
 3And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem 
  and people of Judah, 
 judge between me 
  and my vineyard. 
 4What more was there to do for my vineyard 
  that I have not done in it? 
 When I expected it to yield grapes, 
  why did it yield wild grapes? 
 
 5And now I will tell you 
  what I will do to my vineyard. 
 I will remove its hedge, 
  and it shall be devoured; 
 I will break down its wall, 
  and it shall be trampled down. 
 6I will make it a waste; 
  it shall not be pruned or hoed, 
  and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns; 
 I will also command the clouds 
  that they rain no rain upon it. 
 
 7For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts 
  is the house of Israel, 
 and the people of Judah 
  are his pleasant planting; 
 he expected justice, 
  but saw bloodshed; 
 righteousness,  
but heard a cry!  
 

SECOND READING: Philippians 3:4b-14 
 
Paul reviews some of his supposed credentials, which no longer have any bearing in 
comparison to the right relationship he has been given through the death of Christ. The 
power of Christ’s resurrection motivates him to press on toward the ultimate goal, eternal 
life with Christ.  
 
[Paul writes:] 4bIf anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have 
more: 5circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe 
of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6as to zeal, a 
persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. 
  7Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of 
Christ. 8More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value 
of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, 
and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9and be found in him, 
not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one that comes 
through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. 10I want to know 
Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by 
becoming like him in his death, 11if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the 
dead. 
  12Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I 
press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13Beloved, 
I do not consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what 
lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14I press on toward the goal for 
the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.  
 

GOSPEL: Matthew 21:33-46 
 
Jesus tells a parable to the religious leaders who are plotting his death, revealing that their 
plans will, ironically, bring about the fulfillment of scripture.  
 
[Jesus said to the people:] 33“Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who 
planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a 
watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to another country. 34When the 
harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his 
produce. 35But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and 
stonetreated them in the same way. 37Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They 
will respect my son.’ 38But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselvesd 
another. 36Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they , ‘This is the heir; 
come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.’ 39So they seized him, threw him out of 
the vineyard, and killed him. 40Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will 
he do to those tenants?” 41They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a 
miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the 
produce at the harvest time.” 
  42Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: 
 ‘The stone that the builders rejected 
  has become the cornerstone; 
 this was the Lord’s doing, 
  and it is amazing in our eyes’? 
43Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a 
people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. 44The one who falls on this stone 
will be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.” 
  45When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that 
he was speaking about them. 46They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the 
crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet.  
 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the 
world, and all those in need. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
Holy God, you call us to work for peace and justice in your vineyard. Refresh 
the church with your life, that we may bear fruit through work and service. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God of partnerships, bless those who share in our ministry, including Pastor 
Joan Oleson and the people of Saron Lutheran Church in St. Joseph, synod 
partners with us in mission and ministry. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Lord God, guide us to a spirit of unity and harmony so that we may come to 
cherish our commonalities with people of other faiths. Bless our three 
“Standing Together” partner congregations here in Grand Rapids, 
Westminster Presbyterian Church, Temple Emanuel and Masjid At-
Tawheed.  Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Thank you for the abundant harvest of the earth. Bless and care for those 
whose hands bring the fruits of the earth to the tables of all who hunger. 
May we be inspired by your servants who cared deeply for your creation, 
including Francis of Assisi, whom we commemorate today. Lord, in your 
mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Curb the impulses of greed and pride that lead us to take advantage of 
others. Grant that world leaders seek the fruits of the kingdom for the good 
and welfare of all people. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Sustain all who suffer with the promise of new life. Assured of your 
presence, heal our pain and suffering, and equip us to embrace all bodies 
aching for wholeness of mind, body, and soul. We call to mind those who 
are struggling today, including those we name now in our hearts (a brief 
silence). Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for all managers in our community and for all who seek 
employment. Give hope and a future to those who lack meaningful work, 
those who have been marginalized or abused in the workplace, and those 
who desire new opportunities. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
 

Thank you for the saints who teach us to live faithfully in your vineyard.  
May our chorus join theirs until our labor is complete. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom 
we pray, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A Prayer for the Power of the Spirit among the People of God 
 
God of all power and love, we give thanks for your unfailing presence 
and the hope you provide in times of uncertainty and loss. 
Send your Holy Spirit to enkindle in us your holy fire. 
Revive us to live as Christ’s body in the world: 
a people who pray, worship, learn, break bread, share life, heal neighbors, 
bear good news, seek justice, rest and grow in the Spirit. 
Wherever and however we gather, unite us in common prayer and send us 
in common mission, that we and the whole creation might be restored and 
renewed, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
 
Prayer for this time of closure and distancing 
 
O God, where hearts are fearful and constricted, grant courage and hope. 
Where anxiety is infectious and widening, grant peace and reassurance. 
Where impossibilities close every door and window, grant imagination and 
resistance. Where distrust twists our thinking, grant healing and 
illumination. Where spirits are daunted and weakened, grant soaring wings 
and strengthened dreams. All these things we ask in the name of Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 




