Sunday, September 13, 2020 — Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Trinity’s Weekly Connection
Join us for live streaming of our “Virtual Worship” service for the
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost from Centennial Hall on Sunday,
September 13 at 9:15 a.m. If you are unable to join us at that time,
be welcome to access the service at your convenience via Trinity's
YouTube channel. Instructions for that access are below.

Trinity is live streaming worship — how do I find it?
We are streaming our 9:15 a.m. “Virtual Worship” service on YouTube.
To find it, do the following:
•

Follow the home page link to “Virtual Worship” on Trinity's website,
select “video” and you will be connected to the stream.
OR

•

Go to YouTube, either by opening the app on your phone or by
visiting the webpage on your computer.

•

Search for ‘Trinity Lutheran Church Grand Rapids.’ The first option
should be one with a picture of our cross tower (that is our
channel).

•

When you click on it you will be brought to our channel. If the
service is live (from about 9:10 to 10:20 a.m. on Sunday morning)
there will be a video with ‘Live Now’ on it.

•

Simply click on the video and you will be connected to the stream.

•

We also save past services in a play list called ‘Rejoice Worship,’ so
you can view a past worship service at any time. It takes a couple
of hours for the video to download on YouTube after worship ends.

If you have a YouTube account please subscribe to the channel. This will
allow our videos to show up in your video feed and when we reach
enough subscriptions allow us to change our YouTube url.

Prayer of the Day for 15th Sunday after Pentecost
O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of
forgiveness. Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and
adore you, that we may delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Prayer for the Blessing of Teachers
God of wisdom, your Son came among us as a teacher. Send
your blessing on all who are engaged in the work of education:
give them clearness of vision and freshness of thought, and
enable them so to train the hearts and minds of their students
that they may grow in wisdom and be prepared to face the
challenges of life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Trinity Members in Our Prayers
We pray for Trinity members Fran Anderson, Dan Babin, George
Bauer, Krysta Billock, Bob Carwell, Captain Karl Crist, Jack
Danielson, Riley Day, John Derbin, Awilda Diaz, Lois Engel, Beth
Engstrom, Joe Fisher, Ryleigh Fischer, Mary Frick, Richard and
Phyllis Gehl, Elena Griewahn, Adam Guigue, Craig Gunderson,
Carol Welz-Gustafson, Mark Hahn, Bob and Linda Heine and
family, Jerry Hendricks, Carrie Hoeksema, Callan Hughes,
Christopher Humphrey, Austin, Meredith and Theodore Johnson,
Christopher Keller, Gayl Kessel, Susan Knoll, Jen Knowles, Susan
Kwast, Logan Landon, Marilyn Leese, Bob and Cathy Luders, Judy
Mallen, Roger Marks, Joyce McKenzie, Jill McKinney, Marilyn
Mellema, Johnny Mielock, Moglia family, Michael Mulligan, Tim
Neilson, Maddie Nojos, Roger Perham, Dan Pollert, Valeriano
Ramirez, Jacqueline Riegling, Mark and Gayle Rohde and family,
Lynn Rose, Bishop Craig Satterlee, Marian Schaible, Carolyn
Schaner, Chas Schaner, Chris Schomberg, Ilene Seadal, Karen
Selle, Joan Sellman, Jim Searfoss, Michael Smith, Joyce Snyder,
Courtney Steketee and family, Linda Taffs, Shirley Tedford,
Jeremiah (JD) Thamban, Ted Turnage, Dale Volkerding, John
Walls, Meghan Walls, Eric Wollen, Peyton Wollen, Rick and
Michelle Wolner, Dave and Kathy Young, Susan Youngren, and
Kathryn Zielinski.

15th Sunday after Pentecost
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In today’s second reading Paul questions why we judge one another, since we all
stand before the judgment of God. Yet we do sin against one another, and Jesus’
challenge that we forgive seventy-seven times reveals God’s boundless mercy. When
we hear the words of forgiveness in worship and sign ourselves with the cross, we are
renewed in baptism to be signs of reconciliation in the world.

FIRST READING: Genesis 50:15-21
After Jacob’s death the brothers of Joseph begged for forgiveness for the crime they
had done against him. You intended to do me harm, Joseph said, but God used this as
an opportunity to do good and save many lives.
15

Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What
if Joseph still bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for
all the wrong that we did to him?” 16So they approached Joseph,
saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he died, 17‘Say to
Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong
they did in harming you.’ Now therefore please forgive the crime of
the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they
spoke to him. 18Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him,
and said, “We are here as your slaves.” 19But Joseph said to them,
“Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? 20Even though you
intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to
preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. 21So have no fear;
I myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he
reassured them, speaking kindly to them.

SECOND READING: Romans 14:1-12
This Christian community has significant struggles with diversity. Here Paul helps us
understand that despite different practices in worship and personal piety, we do not
judge one another. All Christians belong to the Lord Jesus Christ who died for all of us
and will judge each of us.
1

Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of
quarreling over opinions. 2Some believe in eating anything, while the
weak eat only vegetables. 3Those who eat must not despise those
who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on
those who eat; for God has welcomed them. 4Who are you to pass
judgment on servants of another? It is before their own lord that they
stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make
them stand.
5
Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge
all days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own
minds. 6Those who observe the day, observe it in honor of the Lord.

Also those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks
to God; while those who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and
give thanks to God.
7
We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8If we
live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then,
whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9For to this end
Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead
and the living.
10
Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why
do you despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the
judgment seat of God. 11For it is written,
“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,
and every tongue shall give praise to God.”
12
So then, each of us will be accountable to God.

GOSPEL: Matthew 18:21-35
When Peter asks about the limits of forgiveness, Jesus responds with a parable that
suggests human forgiveness should mirror the unlimited mercy of God.
21

Peter came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another member of the
church sins against me, how often should I forgive? As many as
seven times?” 22Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you,
seventy-seven times.
23
“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a
king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. 24When he began
the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought
to him; 25and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold,
together with his wife and children and all his possessions, and
payment to be made. 26So the slave fell on his knees before him,
saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27And
out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave
him the debt. 28But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one
of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing
him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29Then his fellow slave
fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will
pay you.’ 30But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison
until he would pay the debt. 31When his fellow slaves saw what had
happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported
to their lord all that had taken place. 32Then his lord summoned him
and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt
because you pleaded with me. 33Should you not have had mercy on
your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his lord
handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire
debt. 35So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you
do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the
world, and all those in need.
A brief silence.
You welcome us when we are weak in faith. Uphold your church
throughout the world; make it a place of welcome. Strengthen faith
through Bible studies and Sunday schools, confirmation classes and
youth ministries. Nurture new ministries of education and growth at
Trinity and in our wider faith community. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of partnerships, bless those who share in our ministry, including
Pastor Bryan Schneider-Thomas and the people of Peace Lutheran
Church in Sparta, synod partners with us in mission and ministry. Lord,
in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of all people, guide us to a spirit of unity and harmony so that we
may come to cherish our commonalities with people of other faiths.
Bless our three “Standing Together” partner congregations here in
Grand Rapids, Westminster Presbyterian Church, Temple Emanuel and
Masjid At-Tawheed. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
The heights of the heavens show us the vastness of your steadfast
love. Have compassion on your creation. Where human selfishness has
brought ruin and destruction, we look to you to heal, renew, and redeem
your world. Bless us in our efforts at care of creation, including the work
of Trinity’s earth keepers. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Make your ways known to the nations. Speak kindness to our bitter
grudges. Settle our hearts when we want to settle accounts with
violence. Bless our leaders with patience and wisdom, especially in this
contentious election season. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Bring healing and justice wherever harm is dealt. Provide vindication for
all who are oppressed. Free victims of human trafficking and forced

labor; deliver all who are bound by debt. Feed all who hunger, and guard
refugees fleeing famine, poverty, and war. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Teach us to forgive. Remind us that you do not always accuse us. Still
our tongues when we are tempted to pass judgment and argue over
opinions. Make this congregation a community of mercy for one
another and for all our neighbors. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Whether we live or whether we die, we are yours. We thank you for those
who have showed us faithfulness, for the knees that taught us how to
bow to you and the tongues that taught us to praise you. Lord, in your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to
your mercy; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

A Prayer for the Power of the Spirit among the People of God
God of all power and love, we give thanks for your unfailing presence
and the hope you provide in times of uncertainty and loss.
Send your Holy Spirit to enkindle in us your holy fire.
Revive us to live as Christ’s body in the world:
a people who pray, worship, learn, break bread, share life, heal
neighbors, bear good news, seek justice, rest and grow in the Spirit.
Wherever and however we gather, unite us in common prayer and send
us in common mission, that we and the whole creation might be
restored and renewed, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Prayer for this time of closure and distancing
O God, where hearts are fearful and constricted, grant courage and
hope. Where anxiety is infectious and widening, grant peace and
reassurance. Where impossibilities close every door and window, grant
imagination and resistance. Where distrust twists our thinking, grant
healing and illumination. Where spirits are daunted and weakened, grant
soaring wings and strengthened dreams. All these things we ask in the
name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

