
Join us for live streaming of our “Virtual Worship” service for the Twentieth 
Sunday after Pentecost from Centennial Hall on Sunday, October 18 at  

9:15 a.m.  If you are unable to join us at that time, be welcome to access the 
service at your convenience via Trinity's YouTube channel.  Instructions for 
that access are below. 

 

We are streaming our 9:15 a.m. “Virtual Worship” service on YouTube. 
To find it, do the following: 

• Follow the home page link to “Virtual Worship” on Trinity's website, 
select “video” and you will be connected to the stream. 

 OR 

• Go to YouTube, either by opening the app on your phone or by            
visiting the webpage on your computer.  

• Search for ‘Trinity Lutheran Church Grand Rapids.’ The first option 
should be one with a picture of our cross tower (that is our               
channel).  

• When you click on it you will be brought to our channel. If the 
service is live (from about 9:10  to 10:20 a.m. on Sunday morning) 
there will be a video with ‘Live Now’ on it.  

• Simply click on the video and you will be connected to the stream.  

• We also save past services in a play list called ‘Rejoice Worship,’ so 
you can view a past worship service at any time.  It takes a couple 
of hours for the video to download on YouTube after worship ends. 

 

If you have a YouTube account please subscribe to the channel. This will 
allow our videos to show up in your video feed and when we reach 
enough subscriptions allow us to change our YouTube url. 

Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let 
us live in your image; created for you, let us act for your glory; 
redeemed by you, let us give you what is yours, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Sunday, October 18, 2020 — Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 

Trinity’s Weekly Connection 

Trinity Members in Our Prayers 

We pray for Trinity members Fran Anderson, Dan Babin, George 
Bauer, Krysta Billock, Sherry Blair and family, Bob Carwell, Captain 
Karl Crist, Jack Danielson, Angela Davis, Riley Day, John Derbin, 
Awilda Diaz, Lois Engel, Beth Engstrom, Carol Eriksen, Ryleigh 
Fischer, Joe Fisher, Mari Franz and family, Mary Frick, Richard and 
Phyllis Gehl, Jack Greiner, Elena Griewahn, Adam Guigue, Craig 
Gunderson, Carol Welz-Gustafson, David, Sue and Daniel Gutierrez, 
Alexander Hahn, Mark Hahn, Bob and Linda Heine and family, Ruth 
Helzer, Jerry Hendricks, Bev Heyne and family, Carrie Hoeksema, 
Callan Hughes, Christopher Humphrey, Austin, Meredith and 
Theodore Johnson, Christopher Keller, Gayl Kessel, Susan Knoll, Jen 
Knowles, Roy Lamprich, Logan Landon, Marilyn Leese, Jane Legualt; 
Bob and Cathy Luders, Judy Mallen, Roger Marks, Joyce McKenzie, 
Marcia McClimans and family, Jill McKinney, Marilyn Mellema, 
Johnny Mielock, Moglia family, Michael Mulligan, Tim Neilson, 
Maddie Nojos, Roger Perham, Dan Pollert, Valeriano Ramirez, 
Jacqueline Riegling, Mark and Gayle Rohde and family, Lynn Rose, 
Petra Rotzell, Tiago Saline, Bishop Craig Satterlee, Marian Schaible, 
Carolyn Schaner, Chas Schaner, Chris Schomberg, Ilene Seadal, 
Karen Selle, Joan Sellman, Jim Searfoss, Michael Smith, David 
Smoes, Joyce Snyder, Courtney Steketee and family, Linda Taffs, 
Shirley Tedford, Jeremiah (JD) Thamban, Ted Turnage, Dale 
Volkerding, John Walls, Meghan Walls, Eric Wollen, Peyton Wollen, 
Rick and Michelle Wolner, Dave and Kathy Young, Susan Youngren, 
and Kathryn Zielinski. 

Prayer of the Day for 20th Sunday after Pentecost 

Trinity is live streaming worship — how do I find it? 

Eternal God, amid all the turmoil and changes of the world your 
love is steadfast and your strength never fails. In this time of              
division and decision, be to us a sure guardian and rock of                 
defense. Guide the leaders of our nation with your wisdom,             
comfort those in distress, and grant us courage and hope to face 
the future; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Prayer for our Nation 



20th Sunday after Pentecost              October 18, 2020 
 
In today’s first reading God uses the Gentile ruler Cyrus to accomplish divine purposes. 
When the Pharisees try to trap Jesus, he tells them to give the emperor what belongs to 
him and to God what belongs to God. To gather for worship reminds us that our ultimate 
allegiance is to God rather than to any earthly authority. Created in the image of God, we 
offer our entire selves in the service of God and for the sake of the world.  
 
 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 45:1-7  
 
The prophet announces that Cyrus the Persian emperor is the one the Lord has anointed to 
end Israel’s exile. The Lord makes this choice so that the whole world will recognize 
this Lord as the only God. Persia had a god of light and a god of darkness; the Lord claims 
sovereignty over both light and darkness.  
  
1Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, 
  whose right hand I have grasped 
 to subdue nations before him 
  and strip kings of their robes, 
 to open doors before him— 
  and the gates shall not be closed: 
 2I will go before you 
  and level the mountains, 
 I will break in pieces the doors of bronze 
  and cut through the bars of iron, 
 3I will give you the treasures of darkness 
  and riches hidden in secret places, 
 so that you may know that it is I, the Lord, 
  the God of Israel, who call you by your name. 
 4For the sake of my servant Jacob, 
  and Israel my chosen, 
 I call you by your name, 
  I surname you, though you do not know me. 
 5I am the Lord, and there is no other; 
  besides me there is no god. 
  I arm you, though you do not know me, 
 6so that they may know, from the rising of the sun 
  and from the west, that there is no one besides me; 
  I am the Lord, and there is no other. 
 7I form light and create darkness, 
  I make weal and create woe; 
  I the Lord do all these things.  
 
 

SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 
 
Most likely this letter is the first written by Paul. Paul gives pastoral encouragement and 
reassurances to new Christians living in an antagonistic environment. Their commitment of 
faith, love, and hope makes them a model for other new Christian communities.  
 
1Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, 
  To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ: 
  Grace to you and peace. 
 
  2We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our 
prayers, constantly 3remembering before our God and Father your work of 
faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 4For we know, brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he has 
chosen you, 5because our message of the gospel came to you not in word 
only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as 
you know what kind of persons we proved to be among you for your 
sake. 6And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of 
persecution you received the word with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, 7so 
that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in 
Achaia. 8For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you not only in 
Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place your faith in God has become 
known, so that we have no need to speak about it. 9For the people of those 
regions report about us what kind of welcome we had among you, and how 
you turned to God from idols, to serve a living and true God, 10and to wait for 
his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues 
us from the wrath that is coming.  
 

 
GOSPEL: Matthew 22:15-22 
 
After Jesus begins teaching in the temple, religious leaders try to trap him with questions. 
First they ask if God’s people should pay taxes to an earthly tyrant like Caesar.  
 
15Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap [Jesus] in what he 
said. 16So they sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, 
“Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the way of God in 
accordance with truth, and show deference to no one; for you do not regard 
people with partiality. 17Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes 
to the emperor, or not?” 18But 
Jesus, aware of their malice, 
said, “Why are you putting me 
to the test, you 
hypocrites? 19Show me the 
coin used for the tax.” And 
they brought him a 
denarius. 20Then he said to 
them, “Whose head is this, and 
whose title?” 21They answered, 
“The emperor’s.” Then he said 
to them, “Give therefore to the 
emperor the things that are the 
emperor’s, and to God the 
things that are God’s.” 22When 
they heard this, they were 
amazed; and they left him and 
went away.  



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the 
world, and all those in need. 

 

A brief silence. 

Gracious God, you call us by name and invite us to share your good news. 
Send your Holy Spirit among preachers, missionaries, and evangelists. We 
give thanks for the witness of your servant Luke, the evangelist, whom the 
church commemorates today. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

 

Lord God, bless those who share in our ministry, including Pastor James 
Smith and the people of St. John’s Lutheran Church in Three Rivers, synod 
partners with us in mission and ministry. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

 

One God, guide us to a spirit of unity and harmony so that we may come to 
cherish our commonalities with people of other faiths. Bless our three 
“Standing Together” partner congregations here in Grand Rapids, Masjid  
At-Tawheed, Westminster Presbyterian Church and Temple Emanuel.               
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

 

God of praise, the heavens and all creation declare your salvation. From the 
rising of the sun to its setting, may the whole universe show forth your 
goodness. Raise up devoted stewards of all that you have made. Lord, in 
your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

 

God of all, may your word of justice sound forth in every place. Restore 
divided nations and communities with reconciling truth. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

 

God of light, we pray for those living with pain, illness, isolation, grief, anger, 
or doubt, including those we name now in our hearts (a brief silence). Join 
their voices in a new song, assuring them that you call them each by name. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

 

 

God of truth, you show no partiality. May your spirit guide the work of 
justices, magistrates, court officials, and all vocations of the law, that your 
promise of restoration may be known. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

 

Living God, as you raised Jesus from the dead, so raise up those who have 
died in you, including Trinity members Mike Franz, Susan Kwast, Anne 
Hanson and Bill Heyne. We give thanks for their witness, confident of your 
rescuing welcome for all. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

 

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom 
we pray, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A Prayer for the Power of the Spirit among the People of God 
 
God of all power and love, we give thanks for your unfailing presence 
and the hope you provide in times of uncertainty and loss. 
Send your Holy Spirit to enkindle in us your holy fire. 
Revive us to live as Christ’s body in the world: 
a people who pray, worship, learn, break bread, share life, heal neighbors, 
bear good news, seek justice, rest and grow in the Spirit. 
Wherever and however we gather, unite us in common prayer and send us 
in common mission, that we and the whole creation might be restored and 
renewed, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
 
Prayer for this time of pandemic and social upheaval 
 
O God, where hearts are fearful and constricted, grant courage and hope. 
Where anxiety is infectious and widening, grant peace and reassurance. 
Where impossibilities close every door and window, grant imagination and 
resistance. Where distrust twists our thinking, grant healing and 
illumination. Where spirits are daunted and weakened, grant soaring wings 
and strengthened dreams. All these things we ask in the name of Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

   




