
You are welcome to join us for live streaming of our “Virtual Worship” 
service for the 24th Sunday after Pentecost from Centennial Hall on 
Sunday, November 15 at 9:15 a.m.  If you are unable to join us at that time, 
be welcome to access the service at your convenience via Trinity's 
YouTube channel.  Instructions for access to the live stream and the 
recorded video are below. 

 

 

We are streaming our 9:15 a.m. “Virtual Worship” service on YouTube. 
To find it, do the following: 

• Follow the home page link to “Virtual Worship” on Trinity's website, 
select “video” and you will be connected to the stream. 

 OR 

• Go to YouTube, either by opening the app on your phone or by            
visiting the webpage on your computer.  

• Search for ‘Trinity Lutheran Church Grand Rapids.’ The first option 
should be one with a picture of our cross tower (that is our               
channel).  

• When you click on it you will be brought to our channel. If the 
service is live (from about 9:10  to 10:20 a.m. on Sunday morning) 
there will be a video with ‘Live Now’ on it.  

• Simply click on the video and you will be connected to the stream.  

• We also save past services in a play list called ‘Rejoice Worship,’ so 
you can view a past worship service at any time.  It takes a couple 
of hours for the video to download on YouTube after worship ends. 

 

If you have a YouTube account please subscribe to the channel. This 
will allow our videos to show up in your video feed and when we reach 
enough subscriptions allow us to change our YouTube url. 

Righteous God, our merciful master, you own the earth and all its 
peoples, and you give us all that we have. Inspire us to serve you with 
justice and wisdom, and prepare us for the joy of the day of your 
coming, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Sunday, November 15, 2020 — 24th Sunday after Pentecost 

Trinity’s Weekly Connection 

Trinity Members in Our Prayers 

We pray for Trinity members Fran Anderson, Dan Babin, George Bauer, 
Krysta Billock, Sherry Blair and family, Loretta Bliek, Bonnie Brandstadt 
and family, Pat Bruin, Captain Karl Crist, Jack Danielson, Angela Davis, 
Riley Day, John Derbin, Awilda Diaz, Scott Dukecki and family, Lois 
Engel, Beth Engstrom, Ryleigh Fischer, Joe Fisher, Renee Fisk and 
family, Mari Franz and family, Mary Frick, Richard Gehl and family, Jack 
Greiner, Elena Griewahn, Adam Guigue, Craig Gunderson, Carol Welz-
Gustafson, David, Sue and Daniel Gutierrez, Alexander Hahn, Mark 
Hahn, Bob and Linda Heine and family, Ruth Helzer, Jerry Hendricks, 
Bev Heyne and family, Carrie Hoeksema, Callan Hughes, Christopher 
Humphrey, Austin, Meredith and Theodore Johnson, Christopher Keller, 
Susan Knoll, Jen Knowles, Roy Lamprich, Allison Landon, Logan 
Landon, Marilyn Leese, Jane Legualt, Bob and Cathy Luders, Judy 
Mallen, Roger Marks, Joyce McKenzie, Marcia McClimans and family, 
Jill McKinney, Marilyn Mellema, Richard Mencarelli, Johnny Mielock, 
Moglia family, Michael Mulligan, Tim Neilson, Maddie Nojos, Joan 
Perham and family, Dan Pollert, Valeriano Ramirez, Jacqueline Riegling, 
Mark and Gayle Rohde and family, Lynn Rose, Tiago Saline, Marian 
Schaible, Carolyn Schaner, Chas Schaner, Chris Schomberg, Ilene 
Seadal, Karen Selle, Joan Sellman, Jim Searfoss, Michael Smith, David 
Smoes, Courtney Steketee and family, Linda Taffs, Shirley Tedford, 
Jeremiah (JD) Thamban, Ted Turnage, Dale Volkerding, Chris and 
Joanna Waite and family, John Walls, Eric Wollen, Peyton Wollen, Rick 
and Michelle Wolner, Dave and Kathy Young, Susan Youngren, and 
Kathryn Zielinski. 

Prayer of the Day for the 24th Sunday after Pentecost 

Trinity is live streaming worship — how do I find it? 

Eternal God, amid all the turmoil and changes of the world your love 
is steadfast and your strength never fails. In this time of national        
transition, be to us a sure guardian and rock of defense. Guide the 
leaders of our nation with your wisdom, comfort those in distress, 
and grant us courage and hope to face the future; through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Prayer for our Nation 



24th Sunday after Pentecost             November 15, 2020 
 
Our readings during November speak of the end times. Zephaniah proclaims that the 
coming day of the LORD will be filled with wrath and distress. Paul says it will come 
like a thief in the night and urges us to be awake and sober. Jesus tells the parable 
of the talents, calling us to use our gifts, while we still have time, for the greater and 
common good. In a world filled with violence and despair, we gather around signs of 
hope—word, water, bread, and wine—eager to welcome the good news of Christ’s 
coming among us.  
 

FIRST READING: Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18  
 
Zephaniah (like the prophet Amos in last week’s first reading) presents the day of the 
Lord as one of judgment and wrath. Descriptions of the last day in the New 
Testament include details taken from Old Testament accounts of the day of the 
Lord. 
  
 7Be silent before the Lord God! 
  For the day of the Lord is at hand; 
 the Lord has prepared a sacrifice, 
  he has consecrated his guests. 
 
 12At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, 
  and I will punish the people 
 who rest complacently on their dregs, 
  those who say in their hearts, 
 “The Lord will not do good, 
  nor will he do harm.” 
 13Their wealth shall be plundered, 
  and their houses laid waste. 
 Though they build houses, 
  they shall not inhabit them; 
 though they plant vineyards, 
  they shall not drink wine from them. 
 
 14The great day of the Lord is near, 
  near and hastening fast; 
 the sound of the day of the Lord is bitter, 
  the warrior cries aloud there. 
 15That day will be a day of wrath, 
  a day of distress and anguish, 
 a day of ruin and devastation, 
  a day of darkness and gloom, 
 a day of clouds and thick darkness, 
  16a day of trumpet blast and battle cry 
 against the fortified cities 
  and against the lofty battlements. 
 
 17I will bring such distress upon people 
  that they shall walk like the blind; 
  because they have sinned against the Lord, 

 their blood shall be poured out like dust, 
  and their flesh like dung. 
 18Neither their silver nor their gold 
  will be able to save them 
  on the day of the Lord’s wrath; 
 in the fire of his passion 
  the whole earth shall be consumed; 
 for a full, a terrible end 
  he will make of all the inhabitants of the earth. 

 
 

SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11  
 
Though we do not know and cannot calculate the day of Christ’s return, we live 
faithfully in the here and now as we anticipate the day when we will be given eternal 
salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
1Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do 
not need to have anything written to you. 2For you yourselves know very 
well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3When they 
say, “There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon 
them, as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no 
escape! 4But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you 
like a thief; 5for you are all children of light and children of the day; we are 
not of the night or of darkness. 6So then let us not fall asleep as others do, 
but let us keep awake and be sober; 7for those who sleep sleep at night, and 
those who are drunk get drunk at night. 8But since we belong to the day, let 
us be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet 
the hope of salvation. 9For God has destined us not for wrath but for 
obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10who died for us, so that 
whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him. 11Therefore 
encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing. 

 
 

GOSPEL: Matthew 25:14-30 
 
Jesus tells a parable about his second coming, indicating that it is not sufficient 
merely to maintain things as they are. Those who await his return should make good 
use of the gifts that God has provided them. 
 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 14“For it is as if a man, going on a journey, 
summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to them; 15to one he gave 
five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. 
Then he went away. 16The one who had received the five talents went off at 
once and traded with them, and made five more talents. 17In the same way, 
the one who had the two talents made two more talents. 18But the one who 
had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid 
his master’s money. 19After a long time the master of those slaves came 
and settled accounts with them. 20Then the one who had received the five 
talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you 



handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.’ 21His 
master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been 
trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter 
into the joy of your master.’ 22And the one with the two talents also came 
forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have 
made two more talents.’ 23His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and 
trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you 
in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ 24Then the one 
who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew 
that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering 
where you did not scatter seed; 25so I was afraid, and I went and hid your 
talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ 26But his master replied, 
‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not 
sow, and gather where I did not scatter? 27Then you ought to have invested 
my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have received what 
was my own with interest. 28So take the talent from him, and give it to the 
one with the ten talents. 29For to all those who have, more will be given, and 
they will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what 
they have will be taken away. 30As for this worthless slave, throw him into 
the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ ” 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of 
God’s power on the church, the world, and all in need. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
Lord of the church, ignite your people with the passion of your love. By the 
fire of your Holy Spirit, unify us across ministries, congregations, and 
denominations, and refine us to participate in your activity throughout the 
world. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Lord of blessing, look well upon those who share in our ministry, including 
Pastor Paulette Cummings and the people of Grace Lutheran Church in 
Vassar, synod partners with us in mission and ministry. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Lord of all, guide us to a spirit of unity and harmony so that we may come 
to cherish our commonalities with people of other faiths. Bless our three 
“Standing Together” partner congregations here in Grand Rapids, 
Westminster Presbyterian Church, Temple Emanuel and Masjid At-
Tawheed.  Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Lord of creation, we stand in awe at the works of your hands and praise you 
for the beauty of nature here in West Michigan. Bless the earth for your 
glory and restore its integrity where exploitation has caused ruin. Hear us,  
O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Lord of the nations, sound forth your justice in the ears of all leaders. 
Increase concern for those who are most vulnerable, especially as 
international leaders forge trade agreements and cooperate to end human 
rights abuses. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Lord of all in need, search out all who cry to you in distress. Scatter the 
heavy clouds of depression, chronic illness, unemployment, and loneliness 
with your radiant light. Send us as encouragement and signs of your 
healing. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Lord of the stranger, stir up holy restlessness in us to extend love to those 
at the margins. Release our desire for control and open us to learn from the 
perspectives of others. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Lord of the living and the dead, we give you thanks for all the saints at rest 
from their labors, especially Phyllis Gehl, Roger Perham and Eileen Dechow. 
Rouse us to live by their example, that saints yet to come may also know 
your love. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day 
when you gather all creation around your throne where you will reign forever 
and ever. 
Amen. 
 
 
Prayer for this time of pandemic and social upheaval 
 
O God, where hearts are fearful and constricted, grant courage and hope. 
Where anxiety is infectious and widening, grant peace and reassurance. 
Where impossibilities close every door and window, grant imagination and 
resistance. Where distrust twists our thinking, grant healing and 
illumination. Where spirits are daunted and weakened, grant soaring wings 
and strengthened dreams. All these things we ask in the name of Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
 
A Prayer for the Power of the Spirit among the People of God 
 
God of all power and love, we give thanks for your unfailing presence 
and the hope you provide in times of uncertainty and loss. 
Send your Holy Spirit to enkindle in us your holy fire. 
Revive us to live as Christ’s body in the world: 
a people who pray, worship, learn, break bread, share life, heal neighbors, 
bear good news, seek justice, rest and grow in the Spirit. 
Wherever and however we gather, unite us in common prayer and send us 
in common mission, that we and the whole creation might be restored and 
renewed, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 




