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The Messenger
Returning to “In Person” Worship – you are invited!
•

•

•

During the summer and early fall, Trinity members were
able to worship together outside on the lawn on the west
side of the building. Many gathered on this lovely day on
Sunday, September 20. Thank you to Dave Smoes for
sending the photograph to us.
After more than seven months of refraining from “in
person” worship during the COVID-19 pandemic, the people
of Trinity Lutheran Church will begin a return to worship on
Sunday, October 25, 2020. Beginning that Sunday, we will
again gather for worship services onsite at 8 a.m.
(traditional worship in the sanctuary), 9:15 a.m. (Rejoice
worship in Centennial Hall) and 10:45 a.m. (traditional
worship in the sanctuary).
For those who do not elect to come back to worship this
fall, live streaming of the 9:15 a.m. Rejoice worship service
will continue every Sunday.

•
•
•

•
•

•
•
•

that entry to traditional worship will be from the
sanctuary’s exterior doors only; usher/greeters will
meet you as you arrive, provide a contact tracing card
that everyone will need to complete and offer
instructions regarding our distanced seating
that entry to Rejoice worship will be via the west main
office entrance and the Northeast entrance only; usher/
greeters will meet you as you arrive, provide a contact
tracing card that everyone will need to complete and
offer instructions regarding our distanced seating
that seating will be designed to provide six feet
distancing between rows, and that you will be asked to
keep six feet between you and others in your row of
seating
that everyone will be asked to wear a mask for the
entire worship service
that the offering will be received at a fixed location as
you come to communion
that usher/greeters will direct you forward to receive
communion, maintaining six-foot distancing between
communicants
that communion will be served by wafer only
that we will not sing during worship, but that
worshippers will be invited to hum along to hymns,
liturgy and songs
that there will be no ‘physical’ Children’s Time
that we will remain in our places at the Sharing of the
Peace
that we will not be providing nursery care or Coffee
Hour refreshments at this time
that a cleaning/disinfecting of the sanctuary will occur
after the 8 a.m. worship service in preparation for the
10:45 a.m. worship service
that you will be ushered out of the worship space at
the end of the liturgy

•
An action of the Congregation Council at its October 2020
meeting has authorized upgrading the AV system in the
sanctuary so that we will have the option to live stream
both Rejoice and traditional worship services in the months •
ahead.
Many will choose to not return to worship right away – we That feels like a long list of provisions, but we are seeking
hope that everyone will make the best choice for their own to facilitate this return to worship with an abundance of
caution. Blessings O people of Trinity Lutheran Church!
health and safety. If you do return to worship beginning
Come, and let us worship . . .
October 25, please know:
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What’s Happening at Trinity in November?
Weekly at a Glance
Sundays
Virtual Sunday School
Traditional Worship, 8 a.m.
Rejoice Worship, 9:15 a.m.
Traditional Worship, 10:45 a.m.
Confirmation, 3 p.m.
High School Youth Group, 6:30 p.m.

Friday, November 6
Friday Morning Women's Bible Study,
9:30 a.m.

Tuesday, November 17
Health Ministry Action Committee,
6:30 p.m.

Saturday, November 7
Medicare Counseling with Jo Murphy,
10 a.m.

Mondays
Art Class, 4:45 p.m.
Band Rehearsal, 6:30 p.m.

Sunday, November 8
Stephen Ministry Leader
Commissioning
Stephen Ministry Peer Support,
12:30 p.m.
Middle School Youth Group, 2 p.m.

Thursday, November 19
Art Class, 4:45 p.m.
Resound Bell Choir Rehearsal, 6 p.m.
Children’s Ministry Committee
Meeting, 8 p.m.

Tuesdays
Lutheran World Relief Quilting, 10 a.m.
Fit4Mom, 7:30 p.m.
Wednesdays
Bible Study Forum with Pastor Bob
via Zoom, 10:30 a.m.

Friday, November 20
Friday Morning Women's Bible Study,
9:30 a.m.
Life Begins at 60 - Digital Dining,
5 p.m.

Monday, November 9
Messenger Submissions Due
Congregation Council Meeting,
6:30 p.m.

Saturday, November 21
Medicare Counseling with Jo Murphy,
10 a.m.

Tuesday, November 10
TLC Quilters, 10 a.m.

Thursdays
Good Night Trinity

Sunday, November 22
Christ the King Sunday
Middle School Event, 5 p.m.

Daily Calendar

Wednesday, November 11
Youth & Family Committee, 7 p.m.

Sunday, November 1
All Saints Day
Daylight Savings
Dedication of the Columbarium,
10:30 a.m.
Lutheran World Relief Quilting, noon

Thursday, November 12
Entering the Narrow Gate, 9:30 a.m.
Art Class, 4:45 p.m.
Resound Bell Choir Rehearsal, 6 p.m.

Monday, November 2
Property Committee Meeting, 6 p.m.
Oasis Board Meeting, 7 p.m.

Friday, November 13
Friday Morning Women's Book Club,
9:30 a.m.

Tuesday, November 3
SOLO Together, noon
Executive Committee Meeting, 7 p.m.

Saturday, November 14
Medicare Counseling with Jo Murphy,
10 a.m.
Surviving the Holidays, 10 a.m.

Thursday, November 5
Art Class, 4:45 p.m.
Resound Bell Choir Rehearsal, 6 p.m.

Sunday, November 15
Consecration Sunday

Monday, November 23
Outreach Committee Meeting, 6 p.m.
Community Interfaith Thanksgiving
Service, 7 p.m. (virtual)
Walk and Talk Zoom, 7 p.m.
Tuesday, November 24
Council on Aging, 8 a.m.
TLC Quilters, 10 a.m.
Stephen Ministry Peer Support,
6:30 p.m.
Tuesday Evening Women's Book
Club, 7 p.m.
Thursday, November 26
Thanksgiving - Office Closed
Friday, November 27
Thanksgiving - Office Closed

Monday, November 16
Finance Committee Meeting, 6 p.m.

Sunday, November 29
First Sunday of Advent

visit www.tlcgr.org for event details
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A Message from Pastor Bob Linstrom
The Necessity and Wonder of Ritual
“I cannot achieve contemplation, as some can;
and so, having to face and forgive my own failures,
I have learned from them both the necessity and wonder of ritual.
For ritual allows those who cannot will themselves out of the secular
to perform the spiritual,
as dancing allows the tongue-tied a ceremony of love . . .” 1
As we approach eight months of separation in our community life, I find myself reflecting
on the necessity and wonder of the ritual action of the people of faith gathered in
worship. In that reflection, Dubos’ words above remind me of both the need for and the
mystery of the liturgy we pray. There are remarkable mystics and contemplatives who
find their way to experience the sacred by a variety of other spiritual disciplines, but most
of us, ‘having to face and forgive our own failures,’ are sustained by entering the Sunday
service of worship. If we enter fully into that liturgy, we may even experience a sense of
wonder.
It has been hard to weather this pandemic without that act of gathering. Some of us have
had little bursts of joy in our occasional outdoor worship services, or in gathering with
small groups of loved ones for baptisms, weddings and graveside services. But many of
the people of Trinity have tried to make do with the live streaming of our Sunday liturgy
from Centennial Hall, by “watching worship” as some have described it. Whereas some
participating in our YouTube offerings of the Sunday service will sing along, pray the
congregational responses and find those live streamed efforts deeply meaningful,
knowing that the larger congregation is with them in this virtual expression of worship,
many have deeply missed simply being together, praying together, coming together to
receive a sign of grace at the table of the Lord . . .
We are about to do a new thing, and a very old thing, in our return to “in person” worship.
It will not be everything for which we hope and long for, but it will be a step back into the
‘ritual action’ of the people of God gathering to pray the liturgy of our tradition. I look
forward to being with you to “perform the spiritual . . .”
Grace and peace,
Pastor Bob Linstrom
1

Andre Dubos, The Times Are Never So Bad (Boston: David R Godine Publisher, Inc, 1983)

“Baptized We Live” Wednesday Forums conclude in November
Pastor Bob Linstrom is concluding a ten-week series on Dan Erlander’s “Baptized We
Live; Lutheranism as a Way of Life” in November of 2020. This Wednesday forum is
accessible via Zoom, with the Zoom link posted weekly in Trinity’s Friday eBlasts. The
Zoom sessions are also being recorded so that those unable to attend at 10:30 a.m. may
view the recorded morning forum at their convenience.
“Baptized We Live” was rereleased in 2020 with a new Leader Sourcebook and
Congregational Guide, which Pastor Bob is using in leading the series. Copies of
“Baptized We Live” continue to be available in the church office for those who would like
to read along with a hard copy; the content is also accessible electronically. Watch for
more information in Friday eBlasts and mark your calendar to join us on Wednesdays in
November at 10:30 a.m.
•
•
•
•

October 28
November 4
November 11
November 18
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Council Corner
Trinity Congregation Council
Members 2020-2021
Standing committees of the
Congregation Council coordinate the
mission and ministry of Trinity and
provide their leadership in developing
new programming. Committees have
a Council committee person who
acts as the liaison between the
Council and committee.
If you are interested in contacting a
Congregation Council member, please
refer to information in the Trinity
Directory or call the main office.
Executive Committee members and
Committee liaisons are:

Congregation Council
Executive Committee
President: Paul Crist
Vice President: Karen Unruh
Treasurer: Chris Engle
Secretary: Carol Butler

The congregation of Trinity Lutheran Church has now
experienced over six months of pandemic related
“in person worship” closure. What we couldn’t imagine in
March of 2020, is still hard to believe in October. There is
absolutely no doubt that livestream Sunday service has
been a blessing to the congregation. We thank all that
have played a role in executing a high quality, professional
and spiritual service online, while also recognizing the
strain producing that service puts on our pastoral staff
and laypersons. If nothing else, this pandemic and its
closures have made ever more apparent the irreplaceable
nature of physically gathering as one body in Christ.
On September 28, the Congregation Council voted unanimously to return to
“in person” service starting October 25 at 8, 9:15 and 10:45 a.m. The decision
involved rigorous debate and review of the Re-Entry Advisory Group’s
recommendations. We considered the mental and spiritual health challenges
related to the pandemic, and we reviewed, again, the MI Safe Start Plan.
With Council affirmation of this plan, we have entered a period of planning,
creating a Coordination Team, and preparing our facility and check in protocols
for worship. Large teams of ushers and greeters will be essential to facilitate
this plan which includes distancing, face coverings, congregant check-in, etc.
The Coordination Team will also develop cleaning protocols for before and
after worship services.
We will continue to livestream the 9:15 a.m. worship service weekly for those

Congregation Council Members who feel more comfortable worshipping from home, who are considered high
Children’s Ministry: Karen Unruh

risk, or who want to be extra cautious.

Fellowship: Amy Fox

It is very exciting to be taking this positive step towards worshipping in person,
together, again. Please know that the decision to reopen Trinity was not made
lightly, and it is our commitment that re-entry will be coordinated with the
utmost deliberation, caution, and care. We thank the Re-Entry Advisory Group
for their work and want to bless the work of all involved in the “in person”
worship coordination team, ushers, and greeters.

Finance: Chris Engle

Deuteronomy 31:8 (NIV)

Health Ministries: Carol Butler
Hospitality: Jamie Kuntzman

The Lord himself goes before you and will be with you; he will never leave you
nor forsake you. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged.

Human Resources: Steve Heacock

Grace and peace to you,

Outreach: John Fox

Paul Crist
Trinity Congregation Council President

Communications: Nicole Rodammer
Congregational Life: Eric Gohlke
Endowment Fund: Mike Mason

Property: Mike King
Property: Rick Radke
Spiritual Growth: Brad Kessel
Stewardship: Amelia Crist
Worship and Music: Kate Bredwell
Youth and Family: Tess Lundgren
Youth and Family: Ryleigh Fischer
(Youth Representative)
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A Capital Appeal to Support Stony Lake Camp
Every summer, 30 to 35 of Trinity’s children and teens travel with Pastor Dan to
Stony Lake Camp, our synod’s camping ministry west of New Era near Lake
Michigan. Stony Lake is part of our synod’s “Living Water Ministries.” The camp
seeks to be a safe place for all of God’s children to experience intentional
community centered in Christ where they are formed in their faith, developed as
leaders, and equipped as servants of the gospel. Summer weeks at Stony Lake
have world-changing implications as participants experience the love of Christ in
each member of the community and return home to share that same love with
others.
For generations, Trinity has sponsored young campers at Stony Lake. Our
congregation is now being asked to step up and make a significant capital gift
to help launch new facilities at our church camp as it seeks to be a vital and
relevant ministry in the years ahead (see pages 20 and 21 of this newsletter).
At its September meeting, the Congregation Council endorsed a $50,000 capital
appeal goal for the people of Trinity, a genuinely challenging and courageous
down payment on future years of camp ministry for our children and youth.
Please consider a generous yearend gift to support for this challenging $50,000
goal. Make your gifts payable to Trinity but marked “Stony Lake Camp Capital
Appeal.”

Trinity Lutheran Church Budget vs. Actuals
Month of September 2020

Total Income
Total Expenses
Net Income (Loss)

Budget
87,754
8 6,911
843

Actual
116,595
67,357
49,239

Variance
Favorable/
(Unfavorable)
28 ,841
19,554
48,396

32.9%
22.5%

2021 Fiscal Year-to-Date
February 2020 to September 2020

Total Income
Total Expenses
Net Income (Loss)

Budget
719,042
728,917
(9,875)
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238,117
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Favorable/
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A Message from Associate Pastor Dan Schewe
What all do I want it to be …
“And God heard the voice of the boy; and the angel of God called to Hagar from heaven, and
said to her, ‘What troubles you, Hagar? Do not be afraid; for God has heard the voice of the
boy where he is. Come, lift up the boy and hold him fast with your hand, for I will make a great
nation of him.’ Then God opened her eyes and she saw a well of water. She went, and filled
the skin with water, and gave the boy a drink.” Genesis 21:17–19
God heard the cries of Hagar’s child.
Hagar was the maidservant of Sarai, the wife of Abram. Hagar was the one Sarai and Abram
conspired to fulfill the promises of God through, promises that they would be a great nation
and bless all the peoples of the earth. Yet they were childless, so Sarai concocted a plan to
have a child through Hagar and Abram (Genesis 16). Yet when Sarai became pregnant and
gave birth to Isaac they discarded Hagar and her child Ishmael. (Genesis 21)
In this passage we find Hagar in the wilderness with nothing, preparing to die and not
wanting to endure the cries of her dying child. She and her Ishmael have been rejected by the
community of which they were a part. They have been clearly told they are not welcome.
She is torn and suffering in so many ways.
God hears the cries of Hagar’s child and tends to them.
Ishmael is not the child God promised to Abram and Sarai. Yet God takes care of him and his
mother. God meets them in the midst of their pain and sorrow and provides for them. God
steps into the mess that Abram and Sarai made and tends to those hurt. God is with them
even when they feel alone and abandoned. God is present with them.
I am thankful that God steps into the messes we have made to take care of us. He comforts
us and provides us with what we need in the midst of the wreck we have made of things.
This November I invite you to contemplate how God has tended to you. Where in your
messes and mistakes has God been present? Where has God provided you exactly what you
need when you needed it?
How have you been comforted in the deserts of your life?
I am thankful that God steps into our messes and cares for us and invites us to do the same
for everyone around us.
Shalom,
Pastor Dan Schewe

Middle School News
November Confirmation Schedule
Confirmation classes will continue to meet via Zoom for now.
November 1 & 8: Youth Group from 2 to 3 p.m. and class from 3 to 4:30 p.m.
November 15: Class from 3 to 4:30 p.m. and possible Craig’s Cruisers trip from 5 to 7 p.m.
November 22: Service instead of class from 3 to 5 p.m.
November 29 to January 3: Thanksgiving and Christmas breaks
Stay connected with our middle school ministries via Remind: text @66afab to the number
81010 and follow the prompts.
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A Message from Assisting Pastor Karen Niemeyer

Surviving the Holidays
Saturday, November 14, 2020
10 a.m. to noon on Zoom
As we have for the last several years, we will once again be offering the GriefShare-sponsored
event, Surviving the Holidays, for those who might be dreading getting through Thanksgiving
and Christmas as they grieve the loss of a loved one. Our gathering will include a 40-minute
video followed by a time for optional discussion. A $5 registration fee will cover the cost of a
participant Holiday Survival Guide, a take-home publication filled with holiday survival tips. The
seminar will be offered online via Zoom so all can participate in the safety of their homes.
Participants from previous years are welcome to join us. Contact Pastor Karen to register.

Join us for worship in the weeks ahead
Sunday, October 25 – Reformation Sunday; the first Sunday of our return to “in person”
worship at 8, 9:15 and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday, November 1 – All Saints Day; remembering those who have died and those who have
been baptized since All Saints Day in 2019
Sunday, November 8 – commemorating Veterans Day in worship; with a prayer of
thanksgiving for all who have served in our nation’s Armed Forces
Sunday, November 15 – Consecration Sunday; the people of Trinity are invited to make their
Estimates of Giving for 2021
Sunday, November 22 – Christ the King Sunday, the last Sunday of the church year
Monday, November 23 – Community Interfaith Thanksgiving Service, provided as a virtual
service in 2020, 7 p.m.
Sunday, November 29, First Sunday in Advent
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Children’s Ministry

Good Night Trinity!
As your day winds down and bedtime draws near, children are invited to join “Good Night Trinity” story
time! Each week, a different Trinity member will host a 10 to 15 minute read-aloud. The books will be
faith-based and/or have a positive message. Some will be well-loved classics and others may become
new favorites! As we get closer to the holidays, kids will hear Thanksgiving and Christmas themed
stories. “Good Night Trinity” will be enjoyable for kids of all ages, but especially for our Sunday School
aged children. Parents can look for a link on Thursdays, either in your email, or on the TLC Children’s
Ministry Facebook page.
Stay connected with Children’s Ministry on Facebook! Our Facebook page is called TLCGR Children’s
Ministry. Our “closed group” is open to Trinity families with newborn - 5th grade children and TLC staff.
Posts can only be viewed by members of the group. We will use Facebook to stay connected, post
weekly Sunday school lessons and videos, updates on events, photos, and faith-related activities.
Sunday School is offered virtually this fall for children 3 years old though grade 5. Registration is
ongoing through Trinity’s website. Weekly lessons links and videos will be sent on Fridays via email and
are also posted to the TLCGR Children’s Ministry Facebook page. All worksheets are formatted for easy
printing at home. Printed copies of the full fall packet and craft pack can also be picked up at church
during office hours.

Blessing of Sixth Graders after annual Holy Communion Class
Pastor Linstrom launched the annual Fifth Grade Communion class for Trinity kids on the First Sunday in Lent, March 1,
2020. After two Sunday afternoon sessions, the Fifth Grade class came to an abrupt halt as Trinity shut down in the
face of the looming pandemic.
Finally, more than sixth months later, they concluded the class with Zoom sessions offered on Sunday afternoons in
October. We will have a blessing of our Sixth Graders on Reformation Sunday, October 25, during our 9:15 a.m. live
streaming of worship.
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High School News
First Sunday of the Month Bible Study – November 1
All high school youth, and their friends, are invited to join Pastor Dan by the trees, or maybe
in the Youth Room, for Bible study during the 9:15 a.m. service on November 1. We will be
exploring the scriptures and how they connect and guide our lives. Come for the donuts and
stay for the conversation. Contact Pastor Dan if you have questions, topic suggestions, or
recommendations on where to get the donuts!

High School Youth Group – Sundays at 6:30 p.m.
By the trees or the fire pit
All High schoolers and their friends are invited to join us for our weekly youth group on
Sunday evenings at 6:30 p.m. We are continuing to explore who our neighbors are and how
we can care for one another in these strange times. On November 8 we are going to Blessed
by Brooklyn to help with some construction work!

Craig’s Cruisers – Sunday, November 15 from 5 to 7 p.m. (maybe)
On Sunday, November 17 our high schoolers and their friends are invited to join us at Craig’s
Cruisers for an evening of fun and games! The cost for the event is $20 per person which
includes the buffet, games, and ride tickets. Let Pastor Dan know if you are interested in
attending.
Stay connected with our high school ministries via Remind:
For updates on youth group and programming text @6aef4g to 81010 and follow the prompts.
For updates on next summer’s mission trip text @7hfg6gf to 81010 and follow the prompts.

Pick Up Your Pre-Ordered Christmas Wreaths at Trinity!
Christmas wreaths are being delivered to Trinity late in the day on Wednesday, November 18.
They will be available for pick up late that day, during weekday office hours from 7:30 a.m. to
3:30 p.m., and on Sundays from 7:45 a.m. to noon.
Cash or check payment is due at pick up. Please make checks payable to Trinity Lutheran
Church and put ‘wreaths’ in the memo line.
Thank you very much to all who ordered Christmas wreaths for supporting our High School
Youth!

Trinity Fellowship Trivia Game
We are back with another Trinity Fellowship Trivia Game for you. Do you recognize this
colorful photo? Do you know where you can find it at church? Guess what the subject is
pictured to the right and then look for the answer on page 19 of this newsletter.
You can find more of these educational Fellowship Trivia questions on our Facebook Page.
Just go to Trinity Lutheran Church Grand Rapids on Facebook and like the page. We are
posting close up photos and answers a couple of times each week.
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Advent Begins on Sunday, November 29
The “new year” in the life of the church begins with the four-Sunday season of Advent
on Sunday, November 29.
A season of hope and expectation, during Advent we pause in the life of the church to
provide a counterweight to the remarkable busyness of the “holiday season.”

Poinsettia Plants Provide Beautiful Worship Setting
Poinsettia Contribution Form
Please use this form to make a poinsettia plant gift in honor or in memory of
a loved one. Forms are due by Thursday, December 3. Place the form in the
offering plate/basket, drop it off in the church office, or mail to:
Trinity Lutheran Church, 2700 Fulton St. E, Grand Rapids 49506.

First Name

Last Name

Address
City State Zip
Home Phone

Cell Phone

Email

_____ Number of plants ($10 each)

$______________

My contribution is given by:
(List how you would like your name to
appear in the bulletin).

_________________________________________

_________________________________________



in honor of:
_________________________________________



in memory of:
_________________________________________

Make checks payable to Trinity Lutheran Church (and write “Poinsettia” in the memo line)
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Looking ahead to Advent
Advent Devotionals
Plans are underway for the 2020 edition of the Trinity Advent Devotional Booklet. Written
by and for the members of Trinity, it will contain daily devotions for use during each of the
days during Advent.
The daily devotional emails will once again be sent to those Trinity members for whom
we have accurate email addresses. Beginning Sunday, November 22, a limited number of
hard copies of the devotional booklet will also be available for people who prefer to have
a copy of the booklet or for whom email is not available.
If you missed the opportunity to sign up to be a 2020 devotional writer in the Friday
eBlasts, please contact Director of Discipleship Sylvia Stouten. There may be a need for
a few additional writers and your offer would be greatly appreciated.

Homebound Members Enjoy Poinsettias
The delivering of poinsettias to Trinity’s homebound and those who have lost loved ones
this year will take place especially knowing that so many of our beloved older members
have been isolated and without visitors. If you would be willing to deliver poinsettias,
please contact Director of Congregational Life Angela Davis and let her know your
interest. You may also sign up through the link in Friday eBlasts.
Plants will be ready for delivery in early December. If you have questions, contact Angela
Davis.

Deck the Halls of Trinity
Typically members enjoy spending some time together on a Sunday prior to Advent to
enjoy a light lunch after worship and to decorate various locations of the church. We
busily hang wreathes and ribbons, decorate trees, put out the crèches, etc.
This year we are making alternative plans to have small groups or families come into
Trinity at their convenience to decorate specific areas. For example, there may be a family
interested in decorating the Crismon tree. Or perhaps another family or group would enjoy
putting up wreaths. By keeping groups safely distanced from each other, working in
different areas of the building and at different times, we can accomplish the task of
“Decking the Halls.”
If you are interested in helping to decorate the church for the wondrous season of Advent,
please be in touch with Director of Discipleship Sylvia Stouten as soon as possible. We
will make out a schedule for the areas that need decorating, with the names of people
who will decorate safely on a specific date and time.

Looking ahead to 2021…
As we continue to move forward and work toward re-entry in our life together at Trinity,
the following Congregational Life events will not take place in December 2020. The goal
is that these events will return in December 2021 for our enjoyment.
•
•
•
•

Advent by Candlelight
Advent Suppers – Baked Potato Bar
Angels of Advent
Scandinavian Smorgasbord
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Trinity’s Annual Coat and Blanket Drive
Share the warmth! We are collecting clean, gently used and new coats and blankets this
fall to help people served by local agencies stay warm this winter.
Samaritas, Dégagé Ministries, Family Promise, Exodus Place and In the Image will
receive our Trinity donations. Your contributions of warm hats, mittens, gloves and
scarves are also appreciated. In addition to adult sizes, children’s outerwear items are
welcome including snow pants. You can place your items in the labeled bin located in
the entryway in the main entrance on the west side of the church building. The
collection of coats and blankets will continue through November.

College Care Packages
Donations Needed for College Care Packages
As the fall semester begins, our Trinity young adults are experiencing college in new
and challenging ways. It is important to let our college students know that we are
thinking of them and support them in these unprecedented times. Items are needed for
the college care packages and can be brought to the church by November 8 and placed
in the entryway by the main office. Let us be in thanksgiving for being bound together in
community and faith in these times of separation.
Watch for the donation link in the Friday e-blast or cut and paste the link below to sign
up to donate. Please contact Jamie Kuntzman with any questions.
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0a4eaca623aaf85-college5

Thank you from Habitat for Humanity of Kent County
During the month of August and the first part of September, the members of Trinity generously contributed financially
to the “God’s Work. Our Hands.” Sunday Appeal to support Habitat for Humanity. On September 13, we celebrated those
gifts that totaled $7,850. Please read below a thank you note from the Executive Director of our local Habitat affiliate.
Dear Trinity Lutheran Church,
I recently learned that the congregation has held a special offering for Habitat for
Humanity of Kent County in lieu of your annual “God's Work. Our Hands.” celebration.
It is hard to put into words just what this means to us. Of course, the financial aspect of
this gift is so important, especially at this time. I can assure you that it will be put to
good use and it will provide stability and hope to Habitat families.
But this gift means so much more. It helps the families we serve know that they are not
alone. More than one family has reported to us that the most life-changing part of the
Habitat experience is seeing people they don't even know help them get a home of their
own. As one person said, "I didn't know anyone cared."
If that's not a wonderful example of "God's Work. Our Hands." I don't know what is! So,
thank you Trinity Lutheran! You have been with Habitat Kent since the beginning. I can
only hope and pray that you are greatly blessed, just as you have been a blessing to
Habitat, our staff and the families we are privileged to serve!
Bev Thiel
Executive Director
Habitat for Humanity of Kent County
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BEHIND THE SCENES at Trinity
Young and Sleepless: Brittney Mencarelli
Brittney and Matthew can be found serving and sharing life with others in our dynamic
Young and Sleepless community at Trinity. They, including their two children, George and
Giulia, are forging family friendships that will last “for many years to come.” Brittney
reflects, the Young and Sleepless community has “helped us become more engaged in
the church,” “staying connected with families” during a “time in life” when “parenting and
working can take over.”
Brittney and Matthew joined Trinity in May of 2014, with Matthew’s family being
longstanding members. The welcoming nature of Trinity and friendliness drew Brittney
into this community. The Rejoice! service offers a “relaxed environment” while upholding
“the traditional values of worship.”
When contemplating her involvement in this important ministry of mentoring young
families, Brittney states, “being a full-time working parent, with two very busy little ones
and a very busy job, initially I was reluctant to commit.” Upon undertaking the ministry of
mentorship, she found the work to be within a reasonable time commitment. She is
fueled by the worthy fulfillment of extending fellowship to new families at Trinity.
Brittney’s work is anchored in these words in Proverbs 22:6, Train up a child in the way he
should go, even when he is old he will not depart from it. Within the framework of
fellowship and mentoring, she is able to inspire new families to explore ways to become
involved within our church community; centering families in love and service to one
another and our God.
Brittney encourages us with Jeremiah 29:11, For I know the plans I have for you, declares
the Lord. Plans to prosper you and not to harm you. Plans to give you hope and a future.
We are each called to join hearts and hands at Trinity regardless of our ages, stages in
life, or passions. May we each seek to find community as Brittney and Matthew have here
at Trinity through acts of love and service for one another while growing strong in the
Lord.
Anne Meeuwsen has been coordinating park side gatherings for the Young & Sleepless
group. Pre-COVID activities include Parents’ Night Out (nursery care at church offered)
and Moms Night Out. If you have questions, please contact Brittney at
Brittney.gogulski@gmail.com.
Note: The purpose of Behind the Scenes at Trinity is to praise God and to encourage others to use
their special abilities to serve Him. Although people featured here have been reluctant to be highlighted, they’ve agreed to be published to encourage others to experience the joys of serving. If
you’d like to suggest people to feature in future articles, please contact Cathy Olson
(cawolson@gmail.com) or Pastor Karen.

Christmas Gifts for New Americans
Plans are underway to provide Christmas gifts for some of the recently arrived New
American families in the Grand Rapids area. Trinity is currently assisting a new refugee
family from the Democratic Republic of Congo, working with Samaritas in their
resettlement.
While Christmas may not be a holiday typically celebrated in their countries of origin, it
doesn’t take the children long to figure out that this American holiday involves gifts!
Please look for information about how to gift these precious families in upcoming Friday
eBlasts.
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Health Ministries - Healthy Fall Recipe
Autumn Roasted Vegetables
To me, the day after Labor Day is more of a New Year’s Day than January 1. September
is a time to say good-bye to basil transforming into pesto; tomatoes into pizza and
spaghetti sauce; and the never-ending zucchini into yummy breads and bars. But
September is also a time of newness—the excitement of changing foliage colors to
admire and new produce at the market. The transition from hot, humid days to crisp,
cool days results in cravings for soups and roasted vegetables.
Roasted vegetables are easy to do, (the more colorful, the more the variety of vitamins
and minerals!) and reflects those autumn colors. Pick your favorite veggies. Use a foil/
parchment covered cookie sheet (easy cleaning).
Preheat your oven to 425 degrees (this can take a while in most ovens so do it as soon
as you are thinking about dinner!)
Suggested veggies:*

Butternut squash, peeled and cubed

Sweet potato, peeled and cubed

Red onion

Green beans

Broccoli

Carrots, cleaned and sliced

Cauliflower

Baby potatoes—if really small can cook
whole!

Brussel sprouts

*note some stores have pre-cubed vegetables to save time
Spread the veggies in a single layer on a cookie sheet. Select a healthy oil such as the
monounsaturated avocado or olive oil to coat the vegetables. Next pick your favorite
spices such as Italian seasoning (approximately 2 Tablespoons), garlic powder
(1 teaspoon) and salt/pepper to taste (approximately 1 teaspoon). Go wild and use your
favorite spices. A couple teaspoons of balsamic vinegar can also add a rich taste. Toss
well to coat vegetables. Bake for 30-45 minutes (once vegetables are fork tender). So
healthy!

Walk & Talk
November Theme: Your Wonderful Body
“I praise you for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are your works; that I
know very well. My frame was not hidden from you, when I was being made in secret,
intricately woven in the depths of the earth. Your eyes beheld my unformed substance.”
Psalm 139: 14-16a
Each of us is fearfully and wonderfully made. Our bodies are created by God and have
been ‘woven together.’ Sometimes it can be easy to lose sight of just how incredible our
bodies are. We can get caught up in what we wish our bodies looked like or with wishing
we were younger or older or thinner or stronger. So, this month we are concentrating on
the beautiful creation that is our body.
Our Monthly Zoom Gathering will be on Monday, November 23 at 7 p.m. We love seeing
our Walk & Talk group continue to grow. It’s never too late to invite a friend or family
member to join in. Each week you’ll receive an email with a brief message and weekly
devotion. Monthly zoom links will be provided as well.
Sign up here: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0a44a4a92aa5fb6-walk or
connect with Rebecca Ulrich or Kristin Bradley.
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New Stephen Leaders to be Commissioned
Our Stephen Ministry team is pleased to announce that Sheila Talsma and Norm Palm
have recently completed training through Stephen Ministries Saint Louis and will be
joining us as Stephen Leaders. We are especially excited that their commissioning will
take place on November 8, in the presence of many of our congregational members and
guests now that indoor worship services have been resumed.

Sheila has been a member of Trinity for twelve years, a Stephen
Minister for seven and has also been a volunteer on a Trinity
DéGagé team. She has recently retired as a Business Analyst and
enjoys hiking, playing cards and Sudoku. Her two sons are grown
and make their living as biologists. Getting together with them on
holidays is her joy. She likes all the services at Trinity.

Norm is a retired oral surgeon and volunteers now at Exalta
Health and the Veteran’s Administration home. His interests are
travel, golf, gardening, boating, and volunteering, in no particular
order of importance. He is also kept busy as President of the
Michigan Dental Association Foundation as well as several other
volunteer dental organizations. He has enjoyed serving homebound communion for almost five years. He was commissioned
as a Stephen Minister at Trinity in 2018.

Please join us in welcoming these two new Stephen Leaders as they embark on another
caring mission for our community.

Medicare and Medicaid Open Enrollment Assistance
Sign Up NOW!
Trinity member Jo Murphy, Executive Director of Michigan Medicare/Medicaid
Assistance Program, is once again providing assistance to older Trinity members. She
will be available to assist both with Medicare benefits and with selection of a 2021
Prescription Drug Program. To sign up, watch for the link in the weekly Friday eBlasts or
contact Angela Davis, Director of Congregational Life.
You can also cut and paste the link below in your browser to schedule an appointment:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A4EACA623AAF85-medicaremedicaid4

A special thank you to Kristin Bradley, our Faith Community Nurse * for all her expertise she has provided Trinity to keep us
safe during this long and protracted time of Covid-19. The flu shot clinic on September 27 was set up assuring the comfort
and safety of all involved. As we move on, I feel assured Trinity is in great hands.
- Janet Chobanian
* Please see a special note from Kristin on page 22 of this newsletter.
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For All the Saints
We remember Trinity members who have gone before us since All Saints Day, November 1, 2019.
“If we have died with Christ, we shall also live with him; if we are faithful to the end, we shall reign with him.”

Julia Alice Bauer

Michael Gary Franz

January 28, 1949 – December 9, 2019

February 6, 1943 – September 29, 2020

Susan Lynn Kwast

Randall Raymond Preston
May 10, 1929 – December 21, 2019

April 6, 1958 – September 29, 2020

Kathryn Elizabeth Christenson

Anne Hanson

August 24, 1915 – February 14, 2020

January 27, 1926 – October 7, 2020

Diane Ruth Tanis

William Robert Heyne

December 27, 1946 – April 26, 2020

June 9, 1933 – October 9, 2020

Francis Edward Bolthuis

William Grant McClimans

July 19, 1931 – May 22, 2020

September 27, 1924 – October 13, 2020

Giving Thanks for Our Newest Brothers and Sisters in Christ;
Those Baptized Since All Saints Day 2019
Isabella Jean Abbate

Maya Jane Rubenstahl

November 17, 2019

July 26, 2020

Fiona Rose Pardy

Thea Ruth Taylor

December 8, 2019

August 2, 2020

Lilah Emerson King

Helena Ann Hughes

December 29, 2019

August 30, 2020

Acadia Elise Platt

Abigail Ann Severns

January 26, 2020

October 4, 2020

Brienne Iris Olimpo

Mila Marie Perez

February 23, 2020

October 18, 2020

Alison Abigail Wittenmyer

Silas William Perez

June 28, 2020

October 18, 2020
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Worship Notes
Reformation Sunday, October 25 – join us in celebrating
‘the ongoing reformation of the church’
We celebrate ‘ecclesia reformata, semper reformanda secundum verbum Dei,’ “the church
reformed, yet always reforming according to the Word of God,” as Lutheran flavored
Christians. After a significant worldwide celebration in 2017 to mark the 500 th anniversary
of the Reformation, including the Grand Rapids area joint Lutheran/Catholic worship
celebration at the Cathedral of St. Andrew, we come together again on Reformation
Sunday, October 25, 2020, to celebrate our heritage and the ongoing reformation of the
church in our return to “in person” worship at 8, 9:15 and 10:45 a.m. and in our live
streaming of worship at 9:15 a.m. at Trinity. Join us in festival worship on October 25!

All Saints Day to be Observed in Worship November 1
All Saints celebrates the baptized people of God, living and dead, who are the body of
Christ. As November heralds the dying of the landscape in many northern regions, the
readings and liturgy call us to remember all who have died in Christ and whose baptism is
complete. At the Lord’s table we gather with the faithful of every time and place, trusting
that the promises of God will be fulfilled and that all tears will be wiped away in the new
Jerusalem.
Each year on All Saints Day the people of Trinity gather to remember both those who have
died and those newly baptized in our life together in the past year. Both emphases will
be observed in our full schedule of worship services at 8, 9:15 and 10:45 a.m. Be with us
in worship!

New Columbarium Vault to be Dedicated on All Saints Day
During the summer of 2020, a quiet development occurred at the base of Trinity’s Cross
Tower while most of our congregation sheltered in place. A new 70-niche Columbarium
vault was installed in its masonry shell, expanding our overall Columbarium for the
interment of ashes to 140 niches. Each niche can receive up to two urns of ashes of the
loved ones of the Trinity Lutheran Church family. The original 70-niche unit was developed
about 18 years ago and all but seven of its niches had been purchased by families in our
congregation.
Property Committee leader David Mester provided the oversight of the Columbarium
expansion project this summer and a number of Trinity families helped fund the
development. On All Saints Day, November 1, 2020, a brief dedication service will be
offered at 10:30 a.m., between the 9:15 a.m. Rejoice service and the 10:45 a.m. traditional
service. Be welcome to join us in giving thanks for and blessing the new Columbarium
development at the base of the Cross Tower at 10:30 a.m. on Sunday, November 1.
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Life Begins at 60
Digital Dining (aka Holy Happy Hour)
Friday, November 20 from 5 to 6 p.m.
Once again, we’ll do some Digital Dining via Zoom on Friday, November 20, from
5 to 6 p.m. Grab your favorite drink, snack, appetizer and/or dinner and join us for
some fun fellowship and conversation.
Contact Carol and Dan Butler (caroljb43@gmail.com) or Pastor Karen to make your
reservation.

SOLO Together in October
“SOLO Together” just might be a great way for you to get out and enjoy the company

of other women! Trinity women who are at least fifty years of age and are widowed,
divorced or are single without a significant other have been having a great time
together. They had been meeting regularly for lunch at area restaurants once each
month. With that not possible during the pandemic, they have been having driveway/
patio lunches at member’s homes. Now it is time to move indoors to stay warm. It
really doesn’t matter where they gather to have some fun together!
On Tuesday, November 3 the group will meet at Trinity in the Courtyard at noon for
lunch. Trinity member Ruth Ann Evans will be the hostess that day. Please bring your
own lunch, beverage and mask. Contact Ruth Ann by Sunday, November 1 to let
her know you would like to attend. Ruth Ann can be reached at 937.689.8941 or
revans5295@gmail.com.
If you are interested in staying in touch with the SOLO Together group and would like
to be on their email list, please contact Linda Taffs at linda49506@gmail.com or at
616.340.5901.

Trinity Travelers set July 3-10 for sojourn to Holden Village
When Holden Village in the Cascade Mountains of Washington closed to guests for
the summer of 2020, quite a few of the ‘Trinity Travelers’ proposed that we consider
rescheduling for the summer of 2021. Several meetings and polls resulted in the
proposal to spend July 3-10, in the village next summer.
We are currently in a holding pattern as we await Holden Village registration to open
for the summer of 2021. If you would like to learn more about the prospective 2021
Holden Village trip, contact Pastor Linstrom and he will include you in planning and
communications this fall and winter.
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Trinity Fellowship Trivia Game
Did you see the closeup photo on page nine of this newsletter? Did you guess that the
closeup photo was of the sculpture, Night Flight? Night Flight was made by artist John
Parker and stands in the southwest area of Trinity's property, near Robinson Road.
Night Flight was gifted to Trinity by the Grand Rapids Art Museum and the Michigan
Division of Kiwanis International. The sculpture was originally created in 1981 in honor of
President Gerald R. Ford. The sculpture was dedicated at Trinity on August 25, 2019.
Night Flight is based on artist John Parker’s interest in beings that take flight, like insects
and birds. The colorful steel sculpture complements both the architecture of the church
building and the surrounding natural areas.
To play more of these games, be sure to go to Trinity Lutheran Church Grand Rapids on
Facebook and like the page. You will see similar posts of close up photos and answers a
couple of times each week.
Learn a little bit more about some special aspects of our church building and grounds
even at this time when we aren't spending as much time inside the building. Fellowship
continues...social distance style!
Thank you to Trinity member Amy Fox who is using her creativity and photography skills in
developing this fun activity for all of us to enjoy. Amy is a Congregation Council member
and the liaison to Trinity’s Fellowship Committee.

Trinity is Live Streaming our Rejoice Service - How do I find it?
We are streaming our 9:15 a.m. Sunday “Virtual Worship” service on YouTube. To find it, do
the following:
•

Follow the home page link to “Virtual Worship” on Trinity's website, select “video” to be
connected to the stream.

OR
• Go to YouTube, either by opening the app on your phone or by visiting the webpage on
your computer.
•

Search for ‘Trinity Lutheran Church Grand Rapids.’ The first option should be one with a
picture of our cross tower.

•

When you click on it you will be brought to our channel. If the service is live (from
about 9:10 to 10:20 a.m. on Sunday morning) there will be a video with ‘Live Now’ on it.

•

Simply click on the video and you will be connected to the stream.

•

We also save past services in a play list called ‘Rejoice Worship,’ so you can view a
past worship service at any time. (On Sundays it may take a couple of hours from the
time worship ends until the time that YouTube makes the video available).

If you have a YouTube account, please subscribe to the Trinity channel. This will allow our
videos to show up in your video feed and when we reach enough subscriptions allow us to
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Stony Lake Camp Capital Appeal

a

place

for

everyone

Every summer Living Water Ministries hosts campers,
both youth and adults, from across Michigan and the
United States at Stony Lake. Creating intentional
Christian communities rooted in faith, leadership and
service, LWM exists to share the good news of the
gospel while creating a place at the table for all of God’s
children. We do this visioning a world transformed by the
work God is doing through our programs, our campers
and the grace of Jesus Christ.

NATIONAL REACH

Since 2015, Living Water Ministries has hosted
participants from 16 states!

Living Water Ministries is now embarking on its first
major facilities renewal project and capital campaign in
its 75-year history at Stony Lake. When complete, the
camp will have six new duplex style state-of- the-art
cabin facilities providing innovative design for better
camper comfort, privacy and supervision, along with the
opportunity for shoulder-season use. In addition,
significant renovations will take place on the current
dining hall, featuring an expanded dining room to
increase capacity, updated kitchen facilities, an ADA
bathroom, and air conditioning.

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT
Living Water Ministries works to help form faith
and shape leaders for the church and the world.

% People of Color

PHASE ONE

DIVERSE & INCLUSIVE
In a world polarized by division, Living Water
Ministries strives to curate diverse and
welcoming communities where
stereotypes are destroyed.

LWM’s facility refresh begins with the building of our first
duplex cabin. Once funds are raised for phase one,
ground breaking can commence. Construction is
estimated to begin late summer 2022. Phase One
completion is expected in the spring of 2023.
PHASE ONE AT-A-GLANCE
Square Feet: 2,183 Projected Completion:
Spring 2023 Construction Costs: $400,000.00

INNOVATIVE
The unique and transformative work God is
doing through Living Water Ministries has
been funded, awarded, and featured nationally

www.elcalivingwater.com
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Stony Lake Camp Capital Appeal

PHASE ONE
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Nurse’s Notes
On life in general…
Goodness, it’s been kinda rough. So many changes, losses, adjustments and disappointments
-- and that’s not even counting all the political, social, economic and environmental stressors.
Breathe. For real -- take a big deep cleansing breath right now. Three seconds in...three
seconds out...That felt good, didn’t it?
With the uncertainties and frustrations in our world right now, please consider holding on
to only that which you can control. Look at how you care for yourself (diet, activity, sleep,
vitamins, immunizations), what media you allow yourself to take in, how you tap into your
source of strength, (God helps here!) and whether you allow yourself, and those around you,
kindness and grace. Also, keep in mind God doesn’t intend for us to do all of this alone. Lean
in and lean on.
Is it too soon to suggest another deep breath? It helps me anyway.

On returning to church...
Trinity’s pastors, musicians, council, staff, re-entry, coordination and health ministry committees have been busy
preparing a place for us to convene again in person on Sunday mornings. We are learning more with each passing month
and are working to support the physical, mental and spiritual health of all of us during this pandemic.
As we venture into ways to gather together for indoor worship, please be considerate of the guidelines set in place for
how we can best care for each other and protect our pastors and worship leaders.
If now isn’t right time for you to come to the building, for any number of reasons, please know you are not alone. Our
congregation is fortunate to have vibrant LiveStream services and Zoom opportunities. Please continue to share in our
online worship experiences. Virtual togetherness is really a thing! You’ve felt it, haven’t you?

If you are coming to Trinity…
Yes, you’ll be asked to verify your current health status and if you’ve been around anyone recently diagnosed with
Covid-19. Yes, you’ll be asked to provide contact information. Yes, you’ll be reminded that your mask needs to cover your
mouth and nose. Yes, you’ll be seated at least 6 feet away from others. Yes, it’s gonna be different. Yes, the Spirit will fill
this place!
Praise God for all the wonderful blessings he has bestowed upon us, even in the midst of this chaos. I pray you can find
joy in something today, you are able to seek peace on some level, and you can share kindness with those around you.
You are loved!
In His Peace,
Kristin Bradley
Faith Community Nurse
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November Birthday and Anniversary Celebrations!
November 1
Michael Bishop
Sarah Budzyn
Ann Croly
Kyle Flack
Amelia Haywood
Lisa and Matt Mead
November 2
Colin Beckett
Annika Bekker
Ronda Marvin
Lyndon Turnage
November 3
Beth Engstrom
Stacey Hale
Monique Kalonji
Zachary Lynn
Lindsey and Jeff Czerew
November 4
Ken Block
Donald Brouse
Barb Gosch
Stacey and Steve Hale
November 5
Lois Ege
Ted Frecka
Brandon Marvin
Peter McKinney
Hailey Pfeiffle
November 6
Leah Bryce
Sarah Legault
Judith Mallen
Frank Rothfuss
Beth Van Meter
Lisa and David Greiner
November 7
Eileen Dechow
Beth Hall
Rick Wolner
Leslie and Gregg Gallagher

November 8
Jill McKinney
Iris Peterman
Mary and Jack Frick
Stephanie and Andy McLeod
November 9
Lisa Barkema
Grace Cairns
John Taylor
Justin Woolworth
Kim and James Bradbury
Brenda and Jim Donahue
Ann and Perry Gooch
Kaori and Tim Schau

November 15
Jim Miller
Michael Morin
Dani Ryan

November 24
Beth Humphreys
Tori Keller
Wayne Snyder

November 16
Diane Field
Daniel Meeuwsen
Henry Worsfold

November 25
Deb DeWitt
Griffin Gooch
Jill Hahn

November 17
Esperance Kalonji
Hanna Reierson
Andrea Severns
Amy and Steve Stephan

November 26
Erin Breaugh
Steve Heacock
Steve Korb
Tom Zollman
Jodi and Mike Nikolajuk
Susan and Mark Youngren

November 10
Paul Crist
Chuck Schadler
Nick Wollen
Karlene and Matt Hantle
Dawn and Bill Thorsen

November 18
Amelia Crist
Kim Hysell
Tyler Quinn
Cheryl and Bill Ahrens
Ronda and Ken Marvin

November 11
Hunter Allchin
Parker Allchin
Jeffrey Grooters
Barb Hansen
Kim Horn
Wendy Johnson
Gary Kuhlmann
Chase Palaszek
Jana Siminski
Nan Treul
Gale Volkerding

November 19
Daniel Ahrens
Caroline Lamb
Sheryl and Mike VanderBaan

November 12
Steve Lewkowski
November 13
Pat Bruin
Elisabeth Degener
Laura Fawcett
Vivian Glenn
Joan Lohr
Allison Palm
Kari and John Ruble
November 14
Dolly Lowe
Wendy Mielock
Dawn Thorsen

November 20
Naomi Engblade
Laura Krug
Amy Vander Woude
Melissa and Nick Wollen
November 21
John Glass
Steve Potter
Marie Selleck
Courtney Steketee
Linus Stevenson
November 22
Carolyn Johnson
Brayden Kimble
November 23
Stacey Curtiss
Katie Nikolajuk
Donna Erickson and Galen
Knutson

November 27
Elizabeth Coles
Blake Garvey
Sarah Hirt
John McIntyre
Brittney Mencarelli
Dakota Morin
James Morin
November 28
Tommy Anderson
Andy Engle
Bob Pfau
Missi and John Glass
November 29
Charles Cairns
Ben Linstrom
Christine Malvitz
Jan and Norman Palm
November 30
Amia Bidle
Holden Fischer
Dave Gutierrez
Jill Hagenbush
David Okkema
Kevin Schaefer
Nanci and Bob Guigue

If you have a special milestone
birthday
or Lutheran
anniversary,
please
contact the
main office at Trinity to let us know!
Page 23
Trinity
Church
tlcgr.org
616.949.2510

Trinity’s Inclement Weather Policy
When the Forest Hills Public Schools close during the day, all Trinity daytime
activities are cancelled and the church offices are closed. When Forest Hills
Schools announce a two hour morning delay, morning programming at Trinity
will be cancelled.
After 3 p.m. and on weekends, check WOOD TV8 or WZZM TV13 about the
status of our evening or weekend activities.
Please be as certain as possible that it will be safe for you to be out on the
road. We will miss you if you are unable to join us for worship or a church event,
but we count on you to use your best judgment when it comes to your personal
safety this winter!

2700 Fulton Street East
Grand Rapids, MI 49506
616.949.2510 tlcgr.org
Office Hours: 7:30AM - 3:30PM (M-F)
Mission: Trinity Lutheran Church is a dynamic family called by God to nurture each other in our daily journeys of faith and to
joyfully increase our response to all people in need, sharing God’s gifts of love and grace.

Staff

Rev. Robert Linstrom, Senior Pastor (ext. 115)
robert.linstrom@tlcgr.org

Rev. Dan Schewe, Associate Pastor (ext. 124)
Direct Dial:
dan.schewe@tlcgr.org
616.949.2510
(then dial extension #) Rev. Karen Niemeyer, Assisting Pastor (ext. 112)
karen.niemeyer@tlcgr.org

facebook.com/tlcgr

YouTube.com
Search: Trinity
Lutheran
Church, gr

Amelia Crist, Wedding Coordinator
weddings@tlcgr.org
Angela Davis, Director of Congregational Life
(ext. 129) angela.davis@tlcgr.org
Deb DeWitt, Trinity Choir accompanist,
616.949.2510

Brooks Alder, Sound Board Operator,
616.949.2510

Awilda Diaz, Nursery Coordinator
616.427.2261, diazawilda@gmail.com

Kris Baker, Office Coordinator (ext. 110)
kris.baker@tlcgr.org

Sidney Hoeksema, Trinity Choir Director (ext. 118)
616.554.2998, sidney.hoeksema@tlcgr.org

Steven Basher, Sexton (ext. 117)
steven.basher@tlcgr.org

Sheri Mason, Sunday School Coordinator
kids@tlcgr.org

Rachele Battreall, Director of Family Ministry
rachele.battreall@tlcgr.org

James Morin, Family Activity Coordinator
james.morin@tlcgr.org

Larry G. Biser, Organist/Director of Bell Choirs
(ext. 118) 616.304.7259, larry.biser@tlcgr.org

Kim Owens, Rejoice Music Coordinator (ext. 118)
616.949.2510

Christian Blauwkamp, Youth Ministry Coordinator,
christian.blauwkamp@tlcgr.org, 616.949.2510

Andrea Severns, Sunday School Coordinator
kids@tlcgr.org

Kristin Bradley, Faith Community Nurse (ext. 119)
kristin.bradley@tlcgr.org

Sylvia Stouten, Director of Discipleship/Messenger
Editor (ext. 121) sylvia.stouten@tlcgr.org

Ingrid Brang, Sunday School Coordinator
ingrid.brang@tlcgr.org

Joanna Waite, Finance Assistant (ext. 111)
joanna.waite@tlcgr.org
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