
You are welcome to join us for live streaming of our “Virtual Worship” 
service for the 23rd Sunday after Pentecost from Centennial Hall on Sunday, 

November 8 at 9:15 a.m.  If you are unable to join us at that time, be 
welcome to access the service at your convenience via Trinity's YouTube 
channel.  Instructions for access to the live stream and the recorded video 
are below. 

We are streaming our 9:15 a.m. “Virtual Worship” service on YouTube. 
To find it, do the following: 

• Follow the home page link to “Virtual Worship” on Trinity's website, 
select “video” and you will be connected to the stream. 

 OR 

• Go to YouTube, either by opening the app on your phone or by            
visiting the webpage on your computer.  

• Search for ‘Trinity Lutheran Church Grand Rapids.’ The first option 
should be one with a picture of our cross tower (that is our               
channel).  

• When you click on it you will be brought to our channel. If the 
service is live (from about 9:10  to 10:20 a.m. on Sunday morning) 
there will be a video with ‘Live Now’ on it.  

• Simply click on the video and you will be connected to the stream.  

• We also save past services in a play list called ‘Rejoice Worship,’ so 
you can view a past worship service at any time.  It takes a couple 
of hours for the video to download on YouTube after worship ends. 

 

If you have a YouTube account please subscribe to the channel. This will 
allow our videos to show up in your video feed and when we reach 
enough subscriptions allow us to change our YouTube url. 

O God of justice and love, you illumine our way through life with the 
words of your Son. Give us the light we need, and awaken us to the 
needs of others, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Sunday, November 8, 2020 — 23rd Sunday after Pentecost 

Trinity’s Weekly Connection 

Trinity Members in Our Prayers 

We pray for Trinity members Fran Anderson, Dan Babin, George Bauer, 
Krysta Billock, Sherry Blair and family, Loretta Bliek, Bonnie Brandstadt 
and family, Pat Bruin, Captain Karl Crist, Jack Danielson, Angela Davis, 
Riley Day, John Derbin, Awilda Diaz, Scott Dukecki and family, Lois 
Engel, Beth Engstrom, Ryleigh Fischer, Joe Fisher, Renee Fisk and 
family, Mari Franz and family, Mary Frick, Richard Gehl and family, Jack 
Greiner, Elena Griewahn, Adam Guigue, Craig Gunderson, Carol Welz-
Gustafson, David, Sue and Daniel Gutierrez, Alexander Hahn, Mark 
Hahn, Bob and Linda Heine and family, Ruth Helzer, Jerry Hendricks, 
Bev Heyne and family, Carrie Hoeksema, Callan Hughes, Christopher 
Humphrey, Austin, Meredith and Theodore Johnson, Christopher Keller, 
Gayl Kessel, Susan Knoll, Jen Knowles, Roy Lamprich, Allison Landon, 
Logan Landon, Marilyn Leese, Jane Legualt, Bob and Cathy Luders, 
Judy Mallen, Roger Marks, Joyce McKenzie, Marcia McClimans and 
family, Jill McKinney, Marilyn Mellema, Richard Mencarelli, Johnny 
Mielock, Moglia family, Michael Mulligan, Tim Neilson, Maddie Nojos, 
Joan Perham and family, Dan Pollert, Valeriano Ramirez, Jacqueline 
Riegling, Mark and Gayle Rohde and family, Lynn Rose, Tiago Saline, 
Marian Schaible, Carolyn Schaner, Chas Schaner, Chris Schomberg, 
Ilene Seadal, Karen Selle, Joan Sellman, Jim Searfoss, Michael Smith, 
David Smoes, Courtney Steketee and family, Linda Taffs, Shirley 
Tedford, Jeremiah (JD) Thamban, Ted Turnage, Dale Volkerding, Chris 
and Joanna Waite and family, John Walls, Eric Wollen, Peyton Wollen, 
Rick and Michelle Wolner, Dave and Kathy Young, Susan Youngren, and 
Kathryn Zielinski. 

Prayer of the Day for the 23rd Sunday after Pentecost 

Trinity is live streaming worship — how do I find it? 

Eternal God, amid all the turmoil and changes of the world your love 
is steadfast and your strength never fails. In this time of national 
stress and polarization, be to us a sure guardian and rock of defense. 
Guide the leaders of our nation with your wisdom, comfort those in 
distress, and grant us courage and hope to face the future; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Prayer for our Nation 

Worship flowers are given by Steve, Amy, Charlotte and Isaac Stephan 
in memory of our daughter/sister, Keely Marie.  

Worship Flowers for November 8 



23rd Sunday after Pentecost            November 8, 2020 
 
Today the prophet Amos calls for justice to roll down like waters. Paul urges us to 
encourage one another with the promised coming of the Lord. Jesus tells the parable 
of the wise and foolish bridesmaids. Surrounded by the faithful of every time and 
place, we celebrate Christ’s coming in our midst in the word of life and the feast of 
victory—the marriage feast of the lamb. 
 
 

FIRST READING: Amos 5:18-24 
 
In the days of Amos, people thought that the day of the LORD would be a time of great 
victory, but Amos announced that it would be a day of darkness, not light. He said 
liturgy is no substitute for obedience. The LORD demands justice and righteousness in 
the community. 
  
18Alas for you who desire the day of the Lord! 
  Why do you want the day of the Lord? 
 It is darkness, not light; 
  19as if someone fled from a lion, 
  and was met by a bear; 
 or went into the house and rested a hand against the wall, 
  and was bitten by a snake. 
 20Is not the day of the Lord darkness, not light, 
  and gloom with no brightness in it? 
 
 21I hate, I despise your festivals, 
  and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. 
 22Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, 
  I will not accept them; 
 and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals 
  I will not look upon. 
 23Take away from me the noise of your songs; 
  I will not listen to the melody of your harps. 
 24But let justice roll down like waters, 
  and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. 

 
 

SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
 
Some of the Thessalonians are worried that dead Christians will be excluded from the 
resurrection to eternal life when Christ comes again. Paul reassures them with the 
word of hope that all Christians, living or dead, will be raised into everlasting life with 
Christ. 
 
 
13We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those 
who have died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 
14For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through 
Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. 15For this we declare to 
you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the 

coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those who have died. 16For 
the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the archangel’s call and with 
the sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in 
Christ will rise first. 17Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up 
in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will 
be with the Lord forever. 18Therefore encourage one another with these 
words. 

 
 

GOSPEL: Matthew 25:1-13 
 
Jesus tells a parable about his own second coming, emphasizing the need for 
readiness at all times. 
 
 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. 
Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 2Five 
of them were foolish, and five were wise. 3When the foolish took their 
lamps, they took no oil with them; 4but the wise took flasks of oil with their 
lamps. 5As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and 
slept. 6But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! 
Come out to meet him.’ 7Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed 
their lamps. 8The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our 
lamps are going out.’ 9But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for 
you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for 
yourselves.’ 10And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and 
those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the 
door was shut. 11Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, 
open to us.’ 12But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ 13Keep 
awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.” 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of 
God’s power on the church, the world, and all in need. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

Holy God, rouse us to deep praise as we gather for worship. Enliven our 
worship with sincere and heartfelt song. Sustain the work of all church 
musicians and artists who lead us in praise and prayer. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

 

Holy Companion, bless those who share in our ministry, including Pastor 
William Huether and the people of St. Peter Lutheran Church in Unionville, 
synod partners with us in mission and ministry. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

  

Holy One, inspire us to cherish our commonalities with people of other 
faiths. Bless our three “Standing Together” partner congregations here in 
Grand Rapids, Masjid At-Tawheed, Westminster Presbyterian Church and 
Temple Emanuel.  Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

 

Holy Creator, surprise and delight us with the beauty of the world you have 
made. Bless the work of landscapers, architects, and artists whose work 
invites us into harmonious living with your creation. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

 

Holy Judge, let justice roll down like waters over this world. Reign over the 
courtrooms of every land, in the hearts of those who guard the law and 
those who stand accused of crimes. Be present in cases where we long for 
both justice and mercy to prevail. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

 

Holy Companion, console those who feel lonely or abandoned. Share the 
hours of those who live and eat alone. Comfort those who have few friends 
or who struggle with their identity and place in this world. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

 

 

Holy Comforter, we pray for our Stephen Leaders, especially new leaders 
Norm Palm and Sheila Talsma, that they may be clothed with compassion, 
kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience.  Guide their learning and be 
with them through the joys and challenges of their ministry.  Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great. 

 

Holy Protector, be with all observing Veterans Day. Guard the lives of active 
duty and retired military personnel. Comfort all who mourn those who have 
died in the line of duty. Heal the wounds, both physical and mental, 
experienced by service members. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

 

Holy and Immortal One, we pray in thanksgiving for the lives of all who have 
died. Remind us of the frailty and shortness of our own lives and inspire us 
to use them for the building up of your kingdom. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

 

Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day 
when you gather all creation around your throne where you will reign forever 
and ever. 
Amen. 

 

Prayer for this time of pandemic and social upheaval 
 
O God, where hearts are fearful and constricted, grant courage and hope. 
Where anxiety is infectious and widening, grant peace and reassurance. 
Where impossibilities close every door and window, grant imagination and 
resistance. Where distrust twists our thinking, grant healing and 
illumination. Where spirits are daunted and weakened, grant soaring wings 
and strengthened dreams. All these things we ask in the name of Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
 
A Prayer for the Power of the Spirit among the People of God 
 
God of all power and love, we give thanks for your unfailing presence 
and the hope you provide in times of uncertainty and loss. 
Send your Holy Spirit to enkindle in us your holy fire. 
Revive us to live as Christ’s body in the world: 
a people who pray, worship, learn, break bread, share life, heal neighbors, 
bear good news, seek justice, rest and grow in the Spirit. 
Wherever and however we gather, unite us in common prayer and send us 
in common mission, that we and the whole creation might be restored and 
renewed, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 




