
Join us for live streaming of our “Virtual Worship” service for the 
Sunday of the Passion / Palm Sunday from Centennial Hall on 
Sunday, March 28 at 9:15 a.m.  If you are unable to join us at 
that time, be welcome to access the service at your convenience 
via Trinity's YouTube channel.  Instructions for that access are 
below. 

We are streaming our 9:15 a.m. “Virtual Worship” service on YouTube. 

To find it, do the following: 

• Follow the home page link to “Virtual Worship” on Trinity's website, 

select “video” and you will be connected to the stream. 

 OR 

• Go to YouTube, either by opening the app on your phone or by            

visiting the webpage on your computer.  

• Search for ‘Trinity Lutheran Church Grand Rapids.’ The first option 

should be one with a picture of our cross tower (that is our               
channel).  

• When you click on it you will be brought to our channel. If the 

service is live (from about 9:10  to 10:20 a.m. on Sunday morning) 
there will be a video with ‘Live Now’ on it.  

• Simply click on the video and you will be connected to the stream.  

• We also save past services in a play list called ‘Rejoice Worship,’ 

so you can view a past worship service at any time.  

 

If you have a YouTube account please subscribe to the channel. This 
will allow our videos to show up in your video feed and when we reach 
enough subscriptions allow us to change our YouTube url. 

Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our 
Lord Jesus Christ to take on our nature and to suffer death on the 
cross. In your mercy enable us to share in his obedience to your will 
and in the glorious victory of his resurrection, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Sunday, March 28, 2021— Sunday of the Passion / Palm Sunday 

Trinity’s Weekly Connection 

Trinity Members in Our Prayers 

We pray for Trinity members Emily Albaitis, Fran Anderson, Deb 
Bambini and family, George Bauer, Jim and Sue Boyse and family, Pat 
Bruin, Judy Cisler, Barb and Bob Crossman and family, Mike Danielski, 
Jack Danielson, John Derbin, Diane Field, Mary Frick, Jack Greiner, 
Elena Griewahn, Adam Guigue, Craig Gunderson, Mark Hahn, John 
Hall, Ruth Helzer, Jerry Hendricks, Sid and Carrie Hoeksema and 
family, Callan Hughes, Carol Huttenga, Austin, Meredith and Theodore 
Johnson, Patricia Johnson, Christopher Keller,  Susan Knoll, Jen 
Knowles, Joni Korb, Roy Lamprich, Greg Law, Marilyn Leese, Jane 
Legualt, Judy Mallen, Jessica Marks and Patti Patton and their 
families, Roger Marks, Mark and Rebecca Mattison and family, Jill 
McKinney, Marilyn Mellema, Johnny Mielock, John and Karin Moglia 
and family, Christophe and Benita Muganza, Kenny Muganza, Michael 
Mulligan, Tim Neilson, Jacqueline Riegling, Lynn Rose, Petra Rotzell 
and family, Thiago Saliba, Marian Schaible, Chas Schaner, Chris 
Schomberg, Vince Schumacher, Jim Searfoss, Joan Sellman, Neil and 
Sue Sendler and family, Matt and Kara Seyffert and family,  Michael 
Smith, David and Mary Smoes and family, Joyce Snyder, Courtney 
Steketee and family, Gary and Pat Stevens and family, Shirley Tedford, 
Jeremiah (JD) Thamban, Joanna Waite, John Walls, Fred Wilcox, Eric 
Wollen, Peyton Wollen, Rick and Michelle Wolner, Mark Youngren, and 
Kathryn Zielinski. 

Prayer of the Day for the Sunday of the Passion 

Trinity is live streaming worship — how do I find it? 

Merciful God, your healing power is everywhere about us. Strengthen 
those who work among the sick; give them courage and confidence in 
all they do. Encourage them when their efforts seem futile or when 
death prevails. Increase their trust in your power even to overcome 
death and pain and crying. May they be thankful for every sign of 
health you give, and humble before the mystery of your healing grace; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Prayer for Health Care Providers 



Sunday of the Passion/Palm Sunday      March 28, 2021 
 
This week, the center of the church’s year, is one of striking 
contrasts: Jesus rides into Jerusalem surrounded by shouts of glory, 
only to be left alone to die on the cross, abandoned by even his 
closest friends. Mark’s gospel presents Jesus in his complete human 
vulnerability: agitated, grieved, scared, forsaken. Though we lament 
Christ’s suffering and all human suffering, we also expect God’s 
salvation: in the wine and bread, Jesus promises that his death will 
mark a new covenant with all people. We enter this holy week thirsty 
for the completion of God’s astonishing work. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL: Mark 11:1-11 
 
Jesus enters Jerusalem. 
 
1When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, 
near the Mount of Olives, [Jesus] sent two of his disciples 2and said 
to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately as you 
enter it, you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden; untie 
it and bring it. 3If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ just 
say this, ‘The Lord needs it and will send it back here 
immediately.’ ” 4They went away and found a colt tied near a door, 
outside in the street. As they were untying it, 5some of the bystanders 
said to them, “What are you doing, untying the colt?” 6They told them 
what Jesus had said; and they allowed them to take it. 7Then they 
brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it; and he sat on 
it. 8Many people spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread 
leafy branches that they had cut in the fields. 9Then those who went 
ahead and those who followed were shouting, 

 “Hosanna! 
  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
  10Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David! 
 Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
  11Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when 
he had looked around at everything, as it was already late, he went 
out to Bethany with the twelve.  

 
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 50:4-9a 
 

The image of the servant of God is one of the notable motifs in the 
book of Isaiah. Today’s reading describes the mission of the servant, 
whom early Christians associated with Jesus. Like Jesus, the servant 
does not strike back at his detractors but trusts in God’s steadfast 
love. 
 
4The Lord God has given me 
  the tongue of a teacher, 
 that I may know how to sustain 
  the weary with a word. 
 Morning by morning he wakens— 
  wakens my ear 
  to listen as those who are taught. 
 5The Lord God has opened my ear, 
  and I was not rebellious, 
  I did not turn backward. 
 6I gave my back to those who struck me, 
  and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; 
 I did not hide my face 
  from insult and spitting. 
 
 7The Lord God helps me; 
  therefore I have not been disgraced; 
 therefore I have set my face like flint, 
  and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 
  8he who vindicates me is near. 
 Who will contend with me? 
  Let us stand up together. 
 Who are my adversaries? 
  Let them confront me. 
 9aIt is the Lord God who helps me; 
  who will declare me guilty? 

 



SECOND READING: Philippians 2:5-11 

Christ did not act to attain status and glory but was obedient to God 
even to the point of death. Following Christ’s example, we do not 
seek personal status or glory but care for others as God cared for us 
in Christ’s death. 
5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
 6who, though he was in the form of God, 
  did not regard equality with God 
  as something to be exploited, 
 7but emptied himself, 
  taking the form of a slave, 
  being born in human likeness. 
 And being found in human form, 
  8he humbled himself 
  and became obedient to the point of death— 
  even death on a cross. 
 
 9Therefore God also highly exalted him 
  and gave him the name 
  that is above every name, 
 10so that at the name of Jesus 
  every knee should bend, 
  in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
 11and every tongue should confess 
  that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
  to the glory of God the Father. 

 

GOSPEL: Mark 15:1-47 

The passion story in Mark’s gospel presents Jesus as one who dies 
abandoned by all. He shows himself to be the true Son of God by 
giving his life for those who have forsaken him. 
1As soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation 
with the elders and scribes and the whole council. They bound 
Jesus, led him away, and handed him over to Pilate. 2Pilate asked 
him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” He answered him, “You say so.” 
3Then the chief priests accused him of many things. 4Pilate asked 
him again, “Have you no answer? See how many charges they bring 
against you.” 5But Jesus made no further reply, so that Pilate was 
amazed. 
  6Now at the festival he used to release a prisoner for them, 
anyone for whom they asked. 7Now a man called Barabbas was in 
prison with the rebels who had committed murder during the 

insurrection. 8So the crowd came and began to ask Pilate to do for 
them according to his custom. 9Then he answered them, “Do you 
want me to release for you the King of the Jews?” 10For he realized 
that it was out of jealousy that the chief priests had handed him 
over. 11But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have him release 
Barabbas for them instead. 12Pilate spoke to them again, “Then what 
do you wish me to do with the man you call the King of the Jews?” 
13They shouted back, “Crucify him!” 14Pilate asked them, “Why, what 
evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, “Crucify him!” 15So 
Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released Barabbas for them; and 
after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified. 
  16Then the soldiers led him into the courtyard of the palace (that 
is, the governor’s headquarters); and they called together the whole 
cohort. 17And they clothed him in a purple cloak; and after twisting 
some thorns into a crown, they put it on him. 18And they began 
saluting him, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 19They struck his head with a 
reed, spat upon him, and knelt down in homage to him. 20After 
mocking him, they stripped him of the purple cloak and put his own 
clothes on him. Then they led him out to crucify him. 
  21They compelled a passer-by, who was coming in from the 
country, to carry his cross; it was Simon of Cyrene, the father of 
Alexander and Rufus. 22Then they brought Jesus to the place called 
Golgotha (which means the place of a skull). 23And they offered him 
wine mixed with myrrh; but he did not take it. 24And they crucified 
him, and divided his clothes among them, casting lots to decide 
what each should take. 
  25It was nine o’clock in the morning when they crucified him. 26The 
inscription of the charge against him read, “The King of the Jews.” 
27And with him they crucified two bandits, one on his right and one 
on his left. 29Those who passed by derided him, shaking their heads 
and saying, “Aha! You who would destroy the temple and build it in 
three days, 30save yourself, and come down from the cross!” 31In the 
same way the chief priests, along with the scribes, were also 
mocking him among themselves and saying, “He saved others; he 
cannot save himself. 32Let the Messiah, the King of Israel, come 
down from the cross now, so that we may see and believe.” Those 
who were crucified with him also taunted him. 
  33When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land until 
three in the afternoon. 34At three o’clock Jesus cried out with a loud 
voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which means, “My God, my God, 
why have you forsaken me?” 35When some of the bystanders heard 
it, they said, “Listen, he is calling for Elijah.” 36And someone ran, filled 
a sponge with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink, 
saying, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to take him down.” 
37Then Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last. 38And the curtain 
of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. 39Now when the 



centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this way he breathed his 
last, he said, “Truly this man was God’s Son!”  
  40There were also women looking on from a distance; among 
them were Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James the 
younger and of Joses, and Salome. 41These used to follow him and 
provided for him when he was in Galilee; and there were many other 
women who had come up with him to Jerusalem. 
  42When evening had come, and since it was the day of 
Preparation, that is, the day before the sabbath, 43Joseph of 
Arimathea, a respected member of the council, who was also himself 
waiting expectantly for the kingdom of God, went boldly to Pilate and 
asked for the body of Jesus. 44Then Pilate wondered if he were 
already dead; and summoning the centurion, he asked him whether 
he had been dead for some time. 45When he learned from the 
centurion that he was dead, he granted the body to Joseph. 46Then 
Joseph bought a linen cloth, and taking down the body, wrapped it in 
the linen cloth, and laid it in a tomb that had been hewn out of the 
rock. He then rolled a stone against the door of the tomb. 47Mary 
Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses saw where the body was 
laid. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION: 
 
Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful, we pray for 
the church, the world, and all who are in need. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
God of mercy, awaken your church to new proclamations of your 
faithfulness. By your Spirit, give us bold and joyful words to speak, 
that we sustain the weary with the message of your redemption. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

 
God of mercy, make your presence known to Pastor Wayne Shearier 
and the people of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in Niles, synod 
partners with us in mission and ministry. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of mercy, bless our three “Standing Together” partner 
congregations here in Grand Rapids, Westminster Presbyterian 
Church, Temple Emanuel and Masjid At-Tawheed.  May we be united 
in recognizing our commonality as children of God.  Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

God of mercy, quiet the earth where it trembles and shakes. Protect 
vulnerable ecosystems, threatened habitats, and endangered 
species. Prosper the work of scientists, engineers, and researchers 
who find ways to restore creation to health and wholeness. Hear us, 
O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of mercy, drive away fear and anger that cause us to turn 
against one another. Give courage to leaders who seek liberation for 
the oppressed. Bring peace and hope to those who are in prison and 
those who face execution. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of mercy, send your saving help to all who suffer abuse, insult, 
discrimination, or contempt. Heal the wounded. Comfort the dying. 
Bring peace to those suffering chronic or terminal illness. Tend to all 
who cry out for relief, including those we name now in our hearts    
(a brief silence).   In this time of COVID-19 pandemic, fill us with 
compassion and empathy for those who struggle, and keep us 
faithful in prayer. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of mercy, we pray for all who will prepare and lead worship in 
this Holy Week. In all things, show us the ways that you call us to die 
to self, to live for you, and to give of ourselves for the sake of others. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of mercy, when we breathe our last, you raise us to eternal life. 
With all your witnesses in heaven and on earth, let us boldly confess 
the name of Jesus Christ, our resurrection and our hope. Hear us,  
O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
According to your steadfast love, O God, hear these and all our 
prayers as we commend them to you; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 




