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The Messenger
Outdoor Worship and Confirmation on Sunday, May 2
Trinity’s “First Sunday” plan for Outdoor Worship begins on Sunday, May 2, and will continue to be offered on first
Sundays of the month into the fall of 2021. The outdoor service will occur on the west lawn under the Cross Tower at
10:45 a.m., allowing those who wish to worship indoors that day to gather at 8 a.m. for traditional worship and at
9:15 a.m. for Rejoice worship with live streaming.
The May 2 Outdoor Worship Service will include the Confirmation of the 2020 Confirmation Class, those who missed
that celebration in the early months of the pandemic in May of 2020. A large tent will be set up on the west lawn for this
special celebration, and we look forward to celebrating the completion of three years of Confirmation classes with our
9th graders and their families. For a listing of the members of the 2020 Confirmation Class, please see the article on
page 8 of this newsletter. All are welcome to join us in celebration and for our first outdoor service in 2021.

“In Person” Worship Continues
The people of Trinity in Grand Rapids continue to gather “in person” and via live streaming for worship services on
Sunday mornings. Since March 7, the ‘return to worship’ has proceeded with an abundance of caution with masks and
distancing offered by worshippers and with protocols that are carefully administered to help keep everyone safe.
The Congregation Council affirmed at its April 12 meeting that, despite the COVID-19 spring surge in Michigan, our
return to “in person” worship will continue with those careful protocols. Metrics will continue to be reviewed on a weekto-week basis to assist in our decision to gather, but we are grateful for the sign of hope and new beginnings as we
gather for traditional worship at 8 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. on Sundays, and for Rejoice worship and live streaming at
9:15 a.m. You are welcome to join us!

Appeal for “Christophe’s Children” begins May 9
Christophe Muganza returned from a trip to his home village of Kalehe in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) in
the late winter of 2021 with a new mission, to support the homeless, orphaned children of Kalehe. Forced to flee the
DRC in 2008, Christophe came to Grand Rapids and Trinity as a refugee and in the summer of 2020 became a United
States citizen. Now, Christophe and a grassroots initiative in Grand Rapids are launching “Christophe’s Children,” with
opportunities for others to join him in sponsoring the most vulnerable in his home village with food, shelter, clothing,
healthcare and education.
A Mission Moment on May 9 in worship will profile this new appeal – for more information, see the article on page 17
of this newsletter.

125th Anniversary of Trinity Lutheran Church begins in May
On May 17, 1896 a small group gathered for the first worship service of the congregation which became Trinity
Lutheran Church of Grand Rapids. Seven months later, on December 9, 1896, the congregation was officially organized.
Hoping for a vibrant return to worship and fellowship later this year, we will be celebrating our 125 th anniversary
together in the fall of 2021. Watch for details of our planned celebration and take note of the first of a series of monthly
vignettes profiling our shared history on page 15 of this newsletter.
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What’s Happening at Trinity in May?
Weekly at a Glance

Daily Calendar

Sundays
Virtual Sunday School
Traditional Worship, 8 a.m.
Rejoice Worship, 9:15 a.m.
Live Streaming of Worship, 9:15 a.m.
Traditional Worship, 10:45 a.m.

Saturday, May 1
Confirmation Sunday rehearsal, 1 p.m.

Mondays
Stroller Strides, 9 a.m.
Tai Chi, 1 p.m.
Tuesdays
Lutheran World Relief Quilting, 10 a.m.
Wednesdays
Tai Chi, 1 p.m.
GriefShare, 4 p.m.

Sunday, May 2
Confirmation Sunday
High School Bible Study, 9:15 a.m.
Outdoor Worship, 10:45 a.m.
Confirmation Reception, noon
Lutheran World Relief Quilting, noon
High School Youth Group, 6:30 p.m.

Saturday, May 15
Wedding, 4 p.m.

Monday, May 3
Stephen Leaders Meeting 1:30 p.m.
Property Committee Meeting, 6 p.m.
Tuesday, May 4
TLC Quilters, 10 a.m.
SOLO Together Luncheon, noon
Executive Committee Meeting, 7 p.m.

Thursdays
Good Night Trinity

Wednesday, May 5
Pastor Bob’s Adult Forum, 10:30 a.m.

Fridays
Tai Chi, 1 p.m.

Friday, May 14
Friday Morning Women's Book Club,
9:30 a.m.
Wedding Rehearsal, 4 p.m.

Thursday, May 6
Resound Bell Choir Rehearsal, 6 p.m.
Friday, May 7
Friday Morning Women's Bible Study,
9:30 a.m.
Sunday, May 9
Mother's Day
High School Youth Group, 6:30 p.m.

Sunday, May 16
Heritage Sunday – Trinity’s 125th
Anniversary Begins
Stephen Ministry Peer Support,
12:30 p.m.
High School Youth Group, 6:30 p.m.
Monday, May 17
Pandemic Prayer Group, 11 a.m.
Finance Committee Meeting, 6 p.m.
Tuesday, May 18
TLC Quilters, 10 a.m.
Health Ministry Action Committee,
6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, May 19
Pastor Bob’s Adult Forum, 10:30 a.m.
NAMI Family to Family 6 p.m.
Thursday, May 20
Resound Bell Choir Rehearsal, 6 p.m.
Children's Ministry Meeting, 8 p.m.
Sunday, May 23
Day of Pentecost
Stephen Ministry Open House,
8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
High School Youth Group, 6:30 p.m.

Monday, May 10
Messenger Submissions Due
Congregation Council, 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday, May 12
Pastor Bob’s Adult Forum, 10:30 a.m.
NAMI Family to Family 6 p.m.
Youth & Family Committee, 7 p.m.
Thursday, May 13
Entering the Narrow Gate, 9:30 a.m.
Resound Bell Choir Rehearsal, 6 p.m.

Monday, May 24
Outreach Committee Meeting, 6 p.m.
Tuesday, May 25
Communications Committee Meeting,
5:30 p.m.
Stephen Ministry Peer Support,
6:30 p.m.
Tuesday Evening Book Club, 7 p.m.
Wednesday, May 26
NAMI Family to Family 6 p.m.
Monday, May 31
Memorial Day - Office Closed
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A Message from Pastor Bob Linstrom
Proceeding “with an abundance of caution . . .”
Prior to the spring of 2020, I do not recall using the phrase, “with an abundance of caution.”
“Social distancing” was certainly not in my vocabulary and I was among those who sought
to embrace that phrase’s intent with the variation “physical distancing.” We were all in a
foreign land, and we began to speak a new language that challenged us to care for one
another by removing ourselves from one another. “We’re all in this together” took on new
meaning, and the impending long pandemic exile became our societal reality.
In mid-March of last year, a gathering of Trinity’s Executive Committee, music and worship
staff, pastors, physicians, and Faith Community Nurse led to our decision to close down
and refrain from almost all parish programming and worship. Some of the medical
professionals in that consultation intimated that this was going to be a long haul, but I’m
not sure that any of us could have imagined that it would be a year until we resumed
“in person” worship.
Since early March we have begun to gather again, worshipping in the sanctuary and in
Centennial Hall, and that gathering feels hopeful even as the COVID surge in Michigan is
daunting. We gather “with an abundance of caution,” with disciplines and protocols for
intentional reentry into life together. We are missing our congregational song. We continue
to refrain from embracing as an act of quiet respect and caring. Even those of us fully
vaccinated continue to offer the solidarity of wearing a mask and physical distancing.
But our gathering is hopeful. We have not yet transcended this pandemic, but spring is
unfolding in west Michigan. And we are coming back together.
We have not been of one mind as a congregation as this long journey has continued. But I
sincerely hope that we remain bound to one another in prayer. I have often offered the
following prayer from our worship resources during this pandemic sojourn – I commend it
to you, my sisters and brothers.
O God, where hearts are fearful and constricted, grant courage and hope.
Where anxiety is infectious and widening, grant peace and reassurance.
Where impossibilities close every door and window, grant imagination and resistance.
Where distrust twists our thinking, grant healing and illumination.
Where spirits are daunted and weakened, grant soaring wings and strengthened dreams.
All these things we ask in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
It remains a privilege to serve as a pastor among the people of Trinity.
Grace and peace,
Pastor Bob Linstrom

Three Brief Biblical Voices - Wednesday Adult Forum continues
The people of Trinity are invited to join Pastor Linstrom in May of 2021 for an ongoing encounter with three of the
shortest books in the Bible, Ruth, Jonah, and James. The six-week study is seeking to provide an overview of three
biblical books which occupy only about four pages each in the scriptural canon, but all three of which are towering in
significance. This series is being offered weekly on Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. via Zoom meetings, with recordings
posted on our YouTube channel.
We studied the book of Ruth in April. The themes for the sessions in the weeks ahead are as follows:
April 28 and May 5
May 12 and 19

Jonah, the reluctant prophet, who hoped for God’s punishment of the Ninevites
James, an epistle to the Jews that made Luther uncomfortable

Join us on Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. via Zoom this spring for study and conversation!
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Council Corner
Trinity Congregation Council
Members 2020-2021
Standing committees of the
Congregation Council coordinate the
mission and ministry of Trinity and
provide their leadership in developing
new programming. Committees have
a Council committee person who
acts as the liaison between the
Council and committee.
If you are interested in contacting a
Congregation Council member,
please refer to information in the
Trinity Directory or call the
main office.
Executive Committee members and
Committee liaisons are:

Outdoor Worship to Return on
First Sundays beginning May 2
During the summer and fall of 2020, while the
people of Trinity refrained from worship onsite in
the sanctuary and Centennial Hall, a series of
outdoor services on the west lawn was well received and well attended. There
was also a growing chorus of those attending who suggested that outdoor
services should become a part of our summertime offering of worship in the
future.
The Worship and Music Committee and pastors have agreed to host outdoor
worship on the west lawn on the first Sunday of the month in 2021 beginning
May 2 and continuing into the fall. For those who would prefer worship indoors
on those first Sundays, the 8 a.m. traditional service in the sanctuary and the
9:15 a.m. Rejoice services in Centennial Hall will be offered as usual, with the
10:45 a.m. service offered on the west lawn of the church campus.
Mark your calendar and plan to join us. In the event of inclement weather, the
first Sunday outdoor service at 10:45 a.m. will shift to the second Sunday of the
month.

Congregation Council
Executive Committee
President: Paul Crist
Vice President: Karen Unruh
Treasurer: Chris Engle
Secretary: Carol Butler

Congregation Council Members

Trinity Lutheran Church Budget vs. Actuals

Children’s Ministry: Karen Unruh

Month of March 2021

Communications: Nicole Rodammer
Congregational Life: Eric Gohlke
Endowment Fund: Mike Mason
Fellowship: Amy Fox

Total Income
Total Expenses

Finance: Chris Engle

Net Income (Loss)

Health Ministries: Carol Butler
Hospitality: Jamie Kuntzman
Human Resources: Steve Heacock

Budget
91,815
89,318

Actual
128,489
80,823

Variance
Favorable/
(Unfavorable)
36,674
8,495

2,497

47,666

45,169

2021 Fiscal Year-to-Date
February 2021 thru March 2021
Budget

Actual

Variance
Favorable/
(Unfavorable)

181,282
174,184
7,098

300,145
156,394
143,750

118,863
17,790
136,652

Outreach: John Fox
Property: Mike King
Property: Rick Radke

Total Income
Total Expenses
Net Income (Loss)

Spiritual Growth: Brad Kessel
Stewardship: Amelia Crist
Worship and Music: Kate Bredwell
Youth and Family: Tess Lundgren
Youth and Family: Ryleigh Fischer
(Youth Representative)

Page 4

39.9%
9.5%

Trinity Lutheran Church

tlcgr.org

616.949.2510

65.6%
10.2%

Council Corner
Please join me in welcoming and supporting new members to the Trinity Lutheran Church
Congregation Council, offering a heartfelt thank you to members completing their Council tenures,
and lifting up two individuals completing their Staff positions.

New Council Members
Alaina Lundgren (Youth Representative)
Alaina was born and raised in Ada, Michigan. She is bilingual in Spanish/English and currently in
10th grade at Forest Hills Central High School. She’s enjoyed being on the FHC Crew team.
Bill Bush
Bill joins the Council following his wife’s term on Council. Bill has been a member of Trinity for
about 20 years and has been involved with Stephen Ministry, Family Promise/IHN, high school
ministry mentoring, Sunday school teaching, coaching and playing on the Trinity softball team, and
leading multiple small groups. Kathy and Bill have four children, two in-law children, and three
grandchildren.
Sarah Huckstep
Sarah and Dave have been married for just over ten years, and they have three young boys who
keep them very busy. Ryan is eight, Ethan is seven, and Logan is three. The boys enjoy a variety of
sports, and they recently added a puppy to the family. Sarah has lived in the Rockford area her
whole life and she attended Grand Rapids Community College for her nursing degree, finishing her
bachelors through Ohio University.
Christophe Muganza
Christophe Muganza is a refugee from the Democratic Republic of Congo. He has a BS degree in
Public Law from Official University of Bukavu in the Congo. He spent four years in India prior to
coming to America in December 2013. He became an American Citizen in 2020, and he works as a
machine operator at Advance Packaging Corporation. He joined Trinity in 2014. He went back to
Uganda to marry his wife, Benita, who was caring for their three children, Glory, Kenny, and Mary.
Benita came to America in 2018 and in the same year, joined Trinity.

Members Leaving Council
Please also join me in offering a big, heartfelt thank you to these Council members for their service
to Trinity as their term on Council comes to an end. They all have served with great distinction and
passion for Trinity. It has been a great pleasure to get to know each of them through our work
together on Council. They will be missed on Council.
Ryleigh Fischer (Youth representative), Tess Lundgren, Rick Radke, Jr., and Mike Mason.

Staff Changes
Lastly, please join me in lifting up and thanking Sylvia Stouten and Steven Basher as they conclude
their time as Trinity Staff Members and move on to new opportunities.
Sylvia is completing 15 years of dedicated service on staff as the Director of Discipleship. Sylvia
has served on staff with great distinction and her commitment and passion for Trinity will be
missed.
Steven is completing two years as Trinity’s Sexton, and his work over the last two years has left a
positive impact on Trinity. The church is much better for his service on Staff as Sexton.
Trinity is a much better church for the service of its members and time is one of the most valuable
things we can give to Trinity. All these individuals have blessed Trinity with their time, expertise
and faith. As one member of Trinity, I thank you and may God bless your commitment to Trinity.
Regards,
Paul Crist
Trinity Church Council President
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A Message from Associate Pastor Dan Schewe
It has been hard to put the turmoil in my heart into words lately. As I write this, I’m reeling
from the shooting death of Daunte Wright … another black man killed by a police officer.
I’m reeling because I grew up a suburb away from Brooklyn Center, Minnesota. I’ve driven
those streets. I have lots of fond memories from there. I have friends who lived and live there.
I’m troubled by this same story that continues to play out in front of us again and again. My
heart is screaming and I can’t put it into words. It is like something is trying to burst out of me
but I cannot articulate it.
I’m continuing to struggle to express the strife I feel because of everything this past year and
more has hit us with again and again. Deaths, turmoil, terrible news after terrible news, and
we have known so many disappointments. This pandemic has been unrelenting and, like so
many of us, it gets to me. I’m tired of it and I want it to be over. I want to get back to some
semblance of how things used to be, and wonder what our new normal will become. Yet I
know that time is not upon us yet.
In all of this I often find myself at a loss to try to express all of the feelings within me. The
hurts of my heart, mind, and soul are real as I struggle to grapple with the continual blows
we experience, seemingly daily. It is like I have a myriad of thoughts and feelings welling up
within me, but I cannot find a way to release them with my words.
In these times Romans 8:26–27 brings me comfort. Here Paul reminds us that the Spirit, one
person of the Trinity, helps us in our weakness. In moments just like this the Spirit helps us
when words fail. The Spirit helps us translate all the things swirling around in our hearts and
minds that we want to scream out and cry about but cannot find a way to express, and brings
them before God in a way that God understands, even when we cannot.
Know that when your heart grows, screams, feels like it is about to burst with ache and pain,
and is filled with sighs too deep for words, God hears you.
When your mind is racing from all of the pressures and struggles you are dealing with but
cannot find ways to keep them all straight in your own head, God hears you.
When all you want to do is cry because of all the pain you see and feel, your God hears you.
God hears you and is with you.
Shalom,
Pastor Dan Schewe

Middle School News
May Confirmation Class Schedule
Confirmation Classes finish up in April and we celebrate the Confirmation of some of our
young people on May 2 and August 22!
May 2: Confirmation Sunday!

Camp at Trinity: July 25-30
Due to the pandemic, Living Water Ministries has canceled camp at Stony Lake Bible Camp
for the season. While we will miss our time together there, we are working on an alternative
for our elementary and middle school campers at Trinity. This alternative will happen the
week we were planning on being at Camp, July 25–30.
Pastor Dan is currently in conversations with LWM about what this will look like. Watch your
email and future newsletters for more information. If your daughters or sons are interested in
this experience, please reach out to Pastor Dan. This information will help him with planning.
Stay connected with our middle school ministries via Remind: text @66afab to the number
81010 and follow the prompts.
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Likewise the Spirit helps
us in our weakness;
for we do not know how
to pray as we ought,
but that very Spirit
intercedes with sighs
too deep for words.
And God, who searches
the heart, knows what is
the mind of the Spirit,
because the Spirit
intercedes for the saints
according to the
will of God.
Romans 8:26 - 27

A Message from Assisting Pastor Karen Niemeyer

Driveway Dining Returns This Summer!
Life Begins at 60 Driveway Dining will return this summer, with plans to once again gather in
safe al fresco environments, following necessary social distancing protocol and guest limits.
Guests will bring their own chairs, supper/snacks, and drinks; and our hosts will supply the
driveways. Big-time appreciation goes to the hosts of these five events:
FRIDAY, JUNE 18
6 to 8 p.m. on the driveway of George Bauer,
george.bauer@sbcglobal.net; 616.464.4222
FRIDAY, JULY 9
6 to 8 p.m. on the driveway of Norm and Toni Petersen,
normanpetersen348@gmail.com; 616.202.4622
FRIDAY, JULY 23
6 to 8 p.m. on the driveway of Jim and Sue Coates,
suecoates1036@gmail.com; 616.254.7321
FRIDAY, AUGUST 6
6 to 8 p.m. on the driveway of Joe and Marybeth Iaria,
surfin@charter.net; 530.209.0436
FRIDAY, AUGUST 20
6 to 8 p.m. on the driveway of Dan and Carol Butler,
caroljb43@gmail.com; 616.540.1660

TO MAKE A RESERVATION
Contact the host to make your reservation. Each event’s guest limit will depend on the number of guests who have
been vaccinated and don’t require six-foot social distancing. Reservations are on a first-come basis, and repeat guests
are welcome if there’s room after first-time guests have had opportunity to sign up. To help ensure a safe, fun time for
all, we will follow these guidelines:
DRIVEWAY DINING SAFETY LIST
1. Let your host know whether or not you have been vaccinated.
2. Contact your host that you won’t be able to attend if the following occur:
• You have any of these symptoms: fever, headache, cough, shortness of breath, muscle pain, sore throat,
new loss of taste or smell, diarrhea or nausea.
• Within the past 14 days you have you been diagnosed with, lived with, or cared for someone with COVID-19.
3. Bring your own chairs, tableware, drinks, and supper, carryout or snacks (whatever you want to eat). If you wish, you
may also bring your own hand sanitizer, cleansing wipes, etc., (which will also be supplied by your hosts).
4. Everyone (except vaccinated guests) will be asked to social distance at 6 feet apart.
5. Since the events will be held outside, wearing masks is optional.
6. Hosts will inform guests of a rain date in cases of inclement weather.
See you this summer!
Pastor Karen
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Children’s Ministry
Rocky Railway Vacation Bible School - June 21, 22, 23: 9 a.m. - Noon
Climb aboard for mountains of fun at Rocky Railway! On this faith-filled adventure,
kids discover that trusting Jesus pulls them through life’s ups and downs. Trinity
kids ages 3 years through 5th grade are invited to sign-up today! Space is limited,
so register by May 31 to reserve your spot! After May 31, the sign-up will open to the
community. To register, visit tlcgr.org and click on VBS Registration.
All aboard Rocky Railway Volunteers! Adults are needed to be crew leaders,
registration assistants, station helpers, and more. To volunteer, visit tlcgr.org and
click on the VBS Registration.
Donations of supplies are also needed. To donate, visit tlcgr.org and click on
VBS Donations.
What can you expect at VBS this year?
•

Three energized mornings! Kids will experience God through music, skits,
games, activities, stories, and more! VBS 2021 is Monday, Tuesday, and
Wednesday only.

•

The great outdoors! The Trinity grounds will be transformed into the Rocky
Mountain wilderness! All activities will be outside, rain or shine. We will cancel
if there is severe weather.

•

Safety first! We will be following Trinity Lutheran Church and CDC
recommendations for masking, social distancing, and health screenings.

The Confirmation Class of 2020 to be celebrated on May 2
Early in our pandemic separation, the 8th graders and their families that were planning
on Confirmation Sunday in May of 2020 were disappointed to have those plans
delayed. As our separation continued, that celebration continued to be delayed.
Now, fully a year after the originally planned celebration, the 2020 Confirmands, now
9th graders, will finally be recognized and blessed at a celebration on May 2, 2021 in an
outdoor 10:45 a.m. worship service. Please keep in your prayers the following young
people, the Confirmation Class of 2020/2021, and their families:
Makenna Beckett
Ali Bredwell
Grace Cairns
Lance Childers
K. C. Fawcett

Grant Ferguson
Andrew Fox
Nathaniel Hahn
Hannah Johnson
Peter Larson

We hope to celebrate again this summer the Confirmation of our 2021 Confirmands.
Watch for details of that celebration in the months ahead.
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High School News
Be sure to check our YouTube channel and weekly emails for current updates.

First Sunday of the Month Bible Study: May 2
Join Pastor Dan for Bible study in the youth room, or outside by the trees! Come for
the donuts and stay for the conversation. Let Pastor Dan know from where you
would like him to get donuts.

High School Youth Group: Sundays from 6:30 to 8 p.m.
All high schoolers and their friends are invited to join us weekly on Sunday evenings
at 6:30 p.m. in the Courtyard. We continue to explore the intersection of faith and
life. We are following the current trends and working with our partners to get back
into working service projects into our time together. Continue to watch your email
and our YouTube channel for updates.

Graduate Sunday: June 6
On Sunday, June 6 we are celebrating 2020 and 2021 graduates during our outdoor
worship at 10:45 a.m. Graduates from both years will be celebrated and graduates
from this year will be blessed, given a gift, and highlighted in a bulletin.
Join us in celebrating these amazing young people!

High School News - Summer of Service
Local Service Week: July 12–16
All high schoolers and their friends are invited to join us for a week of service
around Grand Rapids from July 12–16! We will gather at Trinity in the morning for
a devotion and then head to various projects in the community. The group will
convene at Trinity in the late afternoon to debrief and relax with each other. We will
be working with many of our ministry partners this week learning more about our
neighbors and how we are partners with them. Watch your email and future
newsletters for more information. If your daughters or sons are interested in this
experience, please reach out to Pastor Dan. This information will help him with
planning for service opportunities.

Work at Stony Lake Bible Camp
While there will not be camp at Stony Lake this summer, there is plenty of work to
be done on the grounds. All high schoolers, middle schoolers, and their families and
friends are invited to join us at camp on June 12, July 24, and August 21 to help with
this work. Plan on arriving at camp at 10 a.m. and working until about 3 p.m. Lunch
will be provided. If you have any questions or ideas, please contact Pastor Dan.
Continue to watch your email and our YouTube channel for more information.
Stay connected with our high school ministries via Remind: text @2ehkd8 to the
number 81010.
Stay connected with our mission trip via Remind: text @a289cd to the number 81010.
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Health Ministries
Walk & Talk
May Focus: Diversity
For he (Christ) is our peace; in his flesh he has made both groups into one and has broken
down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between us. So he came and proclaimed
peace to you who were far and peace to those who were near; for through him both of us
have access in one Spirit to the Father. So then you are no longer strangers and aliens but
you are citizens with the saints and also members of the household of God.
Ephesians 2:14, 17-19
Throughout scripture, we witness a God of peace and of many nations. This month we
will be asked to explore the challenges and benefits of diversity. How might diversity
affect faithful living?
Combining scripture, devotion and physical activity, in whatever ways work best for you,
we are caring well for our minds, bodies and spirits. Each week you’ll receive an email
with a brief message and devotion, along with the date and time of our monthly group
gathering. PRAISE GOD we can meet together outdoors!
Sign up here: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0a44a4a92aa5fb6-walk or
connect with Rebecca Ulrich or Kristin Bradley.

Are you Trinity’s next Blood Drive Coordinator?
Do you have a desire to impact the lives of others? Do you enjoy connecting? Do you
prefer short projects? Then this opportunity is for YOU!
Trinity partners with Versiti Blood three to four times a year on Monday afternoons for
blood drives. The remaining dates in 2021 are June 7, September 27 and December 6.
Our coordinator works together with Kristin Bradley (Faith Community Nurse) and Liz
Collver (Versiti) to oversee appointment scheduling and provide a friendly face at the
‘canteen’ during the drives.
Contact Kristin if you are interested.

Pandemic Prayer Group
Please join fellow Trinity members for focused prayer time on Monday, May 17 at
11 a.m. through Zoom. Together we will seek God’s strength, hope, understanding and
peace during this pandemic season.
Contact Faith Community Nurse Kristin Bradley with any questions and/or specific
prayer requests.
https://zoom.us/j/93322681488
Meeting ID: 933 2268 1488
Passcode: 091483
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Health Ministries
May 2021 Tai Chi Offerings
Mondays, Wednesdays & Fridays at 1 p.m. in the Parking Lot
(weather permitting, excluding Memorial Day)
Text @tlctaichi to the number 81010 to get notified of schedule updates. No experience
needed!
Suggested donation: $3/class or $20/month. Contact our fitness instructor, Xristina
Kuhlmann, 616.719.6961 with any questions.
“Tai chi is often described as ‘meditation in motion,’ but it might well be called
‘medication in motion.’ There is growing evidence that this mind-body practice, which
originated in China as a martial art, has value in treating or preventing many health
problems. Tai chi can be easily adapted for anyone, from the most fit to people
confined to wheelchairs or recovering from surgery. In this low-impact, slow-motion
exercise, you go without pausing through a series of motions named for animal actions
— for example, "white crane spreads its wings" — or martial arts moves, such as "box
both ears." Although tai chi is slow and gentle and doesn't leave you breathless, it
addresses the key components of fitness — muscle strength, flexibility, balance, and,
to a lesser degree, aerobic conditioning.”
Harvard Women’s Health Watch ~ August 20, 2019

Stephen Ministry
Let Love Reach to the Other Side!

In church we sing “Arise! Let the Church arise! Let Love reach to the other side.”
Wow! That sounds like Stephen Ministry!
Would you like to be a part of a ministry that makes a difference in other’s lives when they need it most – and in your
own? No matter your background, consider becoming a Stephen Minister! Our leadership team provides the training
and support you will need. Learn more at the Open House.

Stephen Ministry Open House
Sunday, May 23 after all services
The Commons
There you can meet our Stephen Leader team and current Stephen Ministers, who will explain how the ministry works
and the training process. They will answer your questions and share how the ministry has enriched their lives.
We look forward to seeing YOU!
Contact Kristin Bradley, Faith Community Nurse (616.560.4496) or
Norm Palm, Stephen Leader (616.430.6676) to find out more.
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Trinity Neighbors
Have You Connected with Your Trinity Neighbors Yet?
In January we kicked off a new ministry called “Trinity Neighbors.” During the
month of January and beginning of February our thirty regional ‘neighborhood’
groups met with Pastor Bob and Angela Davis to find out about this new
ministry.
We hope our members will feel more connected, both to each other and to
our life as a congregation, as they build multi-relational, social and caring
relationships with other Trinity members living close to them.
Since mid-February, the 30 Trinity Neighbors groups have scheduled Zoom
meetings to get to know one another, planned service projects, movie/book
discussions, driveway/backyard get togethers, helping hands meals, a virtual
scavenger hunt, created prayer chains and enjoyed virtual game nights.
If you have questions, contact Angela Davis, Director of Congregational Life.

The photos are from Liz and Bob Dever’s
Trinity Neighbors group that gathered on
Saturday, April 10.
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BEHIND THE SCENES at Trinity
Quiet Kindness: Diane Field, Pam Gotch and Linda Taffs
“Ah, kindness. What a simple way to tell another struggling soul that there is love to be
found in this world.” Anonymous
Diane Field, Pam Gotch, and Linda Taffs have been crafting kindness. Through the loving
activation of their creativity, these women have created handmade cards each month to
be sent to fellow members. Whether it’s “Just Because,” “Get Well Soon,” “Thank You” or
“In Sympathy,” our mailboxes and our hearts have been brightened by their quiet gifts of
time, creativity and generosity. The Health Ministry team has been able to utilize these
gifts to reach out to Trinity members and remind them that we are Children of God,
Children of Light.
We are ever grateful for the loving acts of kindness among our Trinity members. May we
continue to encourage one another with love as we sojourn together.
Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of
God and knows God. 1 John 4:7
Note: The purpose of Behind the Scenes at Trinity is to praise God and to encourage others to
utilize their special abilities to serve Him. Although people featured here have been reluctant to be
highlighted, they’ve agreed to be published to encourage others to experience the joys of serving.
If you’d like to suggest people to feature in future articles, please contact Cathy Olson
(cawolson@gmail.com) or Pastor Karen.

Our Youth would like you all to know about the following:
Rummage Sale Postponed
After careful consideration and consultation, the Youth and Family committee has determined that we are going to
postpone this year’s rummage sale into the fall. As we tried to envision what a Rummage Sale this May would look like,
we could not find protocols and procedures that felt both good for the sale and safe for the community and
volunteers. In the coming months look for more information. Thank you for your support and understanding.

Summer of Service – a local service summer for our youth
At the end of February, a group of youth, parents, and others connected to our high school ministries gathered to talk
about this summer’s plans. The unanimous decision was to focus our efforts on local service this summer and to not
travel to New Jersey. We will be serving locally the week we would’ve been in New Jersey (July 12–16). We will also
be going to Stony Lake Bible Camp once a month to help with projects, and have one or two day projects scheduled
throughout the summer months. If you have a project you would like us to work on or are interested in helping with
these projects, please contact Pastor Dan.
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New Staff Positions Being Posted
With the retirement of Sylvia Stouten having been announced for the end of May in
2021, two new staff positions have been posted and the development of job
descriptions for these positions is underway.
Communications – 15 to 20 hours weekly
a) oversight of all parish communications
b) gathering, editing and publication of monthly newsletter The Messenger
c) coordinating the weekly Friday eBlast
d) coordinating all website and social media communications
e) regularly meeting with staff and congregational leaders to facilitate
communications ministry and the new Events Calendar
f) developing new strategies for and programming new communications
g) actively staffing/relating to the Communications Committee
Hospitality/Fellowship – 15 to 20 hours weekly
a) facilitating/providing leadership/coordinating volunteers for all church
fellowship ministries and events (Sunday coffee hour, potlucks and
congregational meals, Advent and Lent suppers, JOYful Days, Advent by
Candlelight, Start of Summer celebration, Trivia Night, Scandinavian
Smorgasbord, refreshments for special events, etc.)
b) seek to provide fellowship opportunities for the diversity of generational
groups in the congregation
c) actively staffing/relating to Hospitality, Congregational Life, Fellowship
committees (or a new committee related to this staff position and
combining the various former committees)
d) staffing the church kitchen and pertinent licensing
If you are interested in learning more about or interviewing for either of these new staff
positions, please be in contact with Pastor Bob Linstrom.

New Volunteers Needed to help with live streaming of worship
Volunteer Opportunities in Centennial Hall and the Sanctuary
In April of 2021, a significant new AV system has been under construction in the
sanctuary, seeking to remedy many years of challenges in sound amplification in an
extremely bright acoustic space. Long recognized as a wonderful room for music
because of that exemplary acoustic environment, the sanctuary has been a challenging
space for properly hearing the amplified spoken word. The new AV system will meet
that challenge in addition to providing improved hearing assistance support and, for
the first time, the ability to live stream from the sanctuary.
We are also completing an upgrade to the Centennial Hall video system to improve our
live streaming and recording technology as part of the overall AV project.
As we continue to return to “in person” worship, new volunteers are needed to assist
with live streaming of worship in both the sanctuary and in Centennial Hall. For more
information, contact the church office or one of the pastors to learn what is needed
and/or to schedule training.
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The Founding of Our Congregation
In celebration of Trinity’s 125th anniversary in 2021, the following is excerpted from Christian Carron’s
100 anniversary history of Trinity Lutheran Church, citing the emergence of German and Swedish speaking Lutheran
congregations in Grand Rapids of the 1800’s, but opening the door for another Lutheran community.
th

“A Church for Lutherans Who Worship in English”
. . . there were also English speaking German-Americans who moved West from
Pennsylvania and Ohio. Smaller numbers of Norwegians and Danes came to West
Michigan, who had only varying degrees of fluency in Swedish. By the end of the
nineteenth century, there were even German and Swedish Lutherans who were
second generation Grand Rapidians, and no doubt spoke English as their primary
language. Many of these people joined other denominations, where services and
instruction were conducted in English. But it was also from these groups that a
new English-speaking Lutheran congregation would soon grow.
The General Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in the U.S.A. got the ball
rolling. Though the General Synod was the first and largest English-speaking
federation of Lutherans in America, it had no congregations in the Grand Rapids
area. In April of 1896 two General Synod pastors, the Rev. W. L. Tedrow of
Ann Arbor, and the Rev. C. J. Kiefer of Three Rivers, were sent to canvas the city,
to determine if there was sufficient interest in forming an English-speaking church.

The original church cornerstone
is embedded in the west wall
upstairs just outside of the
narthex. It was laid in place on
May 22, 1898 at the
church building located at the
corner of Crescent and Bostwick
Streets in Grand Rapids.

The results which they reported to the Synod's Board of Home Missions were
apparently quite positive. After years of frustrating starts and stops, things were
suddenly moving very quickly. By May 17, the newly organized group of Englishspeaking Lutherans was ready to hold its first services in the parlors of the old
Y.M.C.A. building downtown, with a sermon delivered by the Rev. S. B. Barnitz, D.D.,
of Des Moines, Iowa. On June 17, Rev. Kiefer was called to serve as a missionary
pastor for the fledgling congregation.
Over the next two years, Trinity congregation saved money and drew plans for its
first building. Until their own sanctuary was dedicated in 1898, they conducted
worship and instruction in the lecture hall of the Reformed Jewish Temple
Emanuel, then located downtown . . .
On December 9, 1896, Trinity English Evangelical Lutheran Church was officially
organized with sixty-one charter members . . .
Watch for additional historical vignettes in the months ahead as we celebrate the
125th anniversary of this congregation.
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Diapers and Underwear Appreciated
One child goes through thousands of disposable diapers. Now imagine you have a
limited income and can’t afford to buy them. As a result, you resort to changing your
baby’s diaper only once or twice a day. Soon you have a very unhappy baby with
diaper rash!
During the months of May and June, we will gladly welcome your contributions
of diapers and underwear. Please consider donating all sizes of NEW unopened
packages of children’s, women’s and men’s underwear, undershirts and socks as
well as diapers. You may place your donations in the labeled black bin located in the
entryway of the main entrance on the west side of the building and in the narthex.
Monetary gifts are also appreciated. If you are writing a check, make it payable to
Trinity Lutheran Church, and write “Diapers/Undies” in the memo line.
The underwear will be distributed through local Grand Rapids organizations that
serve our community’s most vulnerable families. There is a need, especially, for
larger adult size underwear and undershirts such as XXXL.
Thank you in advance for your generosity.

Access Walk for Good Food 2021
Walk in your neighborhood anytime from May 2-12
What if everyone in our community could have equal access to food that nourishes,
creates good jobs, is affordable, and treats the earth well as it is produced? The
folks at Access of West Michigan believe it is possible and that’s why they have
invited us to walk with them!
Typically this fundraiser takes place in downtown Grand Rapids with hundreds of
individuals walking together in support. Because of the restrictions of COVID-19 and
ongoing safety concerns, walkers are invited to walk on their own as individuals or
in groups while being mindful of social distancing.
In 2021, Access has a goal of raising $90,000 through Walk for Good Food to
support 14 local non-profits working to address poverty and food insecurity by
creating a good food system for all.
Visit accessofwestmichigan.org/walk or contact Alaina at 616.747.0988 or
alaina@accessofwestmichigan.org to sign up to walk or make a donation today!
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Providing Hope in Kalehe, Congo
christopheschildren.org
Many of you know Trinity members, Christophe and Benita Muganza. They both
attend our Rejoice worship service, have beautiful life stories of faith and have
smiles and laughter that are absolutely contagious! God has done amazing
things through this couple, the most recent of which is the “adoption” of 27
orphaned homeless children in Kalehe, Congo. A perfect story for the upcoming
Mother’s Day and Father’s Day celebrations, right? Though not an official legal
adoption, Christophe and Benita made a promise to 27 children that they would
find a way to provide for their critical needs, and if possible, expand this
promise to more orphaned homeless children in Kalehe.
This beautiful promise happened four months ago in January, when Christophe
returned to his hometown of Kalehe, Congo. This was Christophe’s first trip
back since he fled 13 years ago after his brother and sister were killed due to
the tribal and political conflicts there. Since fleeing Kalehe, Christophe has
adopted his two nephews and niece, learned his 5th language (English), got his
driver’s license, got a great job, bought a car and a house, took classes at
community college, became a U.S. citizen, married his lovely wife, Benita (who
plans to become a US citizen as soon as she can), and was recently elected to
the TLC Congregation Council.

Christophe with two of his
adopted children.

While in Kalehe in January, Christophe saw many orphaned homeless children
begging and sleeping in the streets. He saw their hopelessness and felt called
to act. He gathered donations for these children from the local community
(food, clothing, blankets, shoes and other necessities). He then found an empty
food storage building that could be used, at least temporarily, for shelter. Other
community members joined in to help him clean and set up this building with
the donated items to house the children safely off the streets.
Christophe used the last of his cash to purchase rice, beans and juice to make
a large meal for all of the children. He had faith that God would somehow
provide for him and he would not need that money for his trip back home. And
his faith proved to be true. About 50 homeless orphaned children came in off
the streets to eat this meal and talk with Christophe. Unfortunately, the
temporary shelter could only hold 27 children, so Christophe had to choose
27 of the most vulnerable ones, and promised to do whatever he could to help
the others as he was able.

Feeding the children a
traditional meal of rice,
beans and juice.

And that is how Christophe’s Children was born. One man with compassion,
fueled by faith, making a promise, bringing hope and a future to forgotten
children. When Christophe came home and told Benita they had 27 more
children to feed, she cried when she heard their sad stories and saw their
beautiful faces. She saw sadness and fear in their eyes where there should be
joy and hope. She knew Jesus called her and Christophe to help them, that
they didn’t have to do it alone, and that somehow God would provide.
Trinity Lutheran Church has wrapped its arms first around Christophe and then
Benita, supported them, loved them, and welcomed them into our family. During
these months when we celebrate moms and dads, wouldn’t it be wonderful to
have all of Christophe’s 27 children sponsored, secured, wrapped up in the
arms of Trinity’s church family? One time donations, monthly donations, or
even sponsoring one child for $65 per month is a beautiful way to help.
You can access all of these opportunities and learn more by going to the
website at christopheschildren.org. Please join us!
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News Briefs
Trinity welcomes new Sexton Grace Gohl
Steven Basher recently shared the impending conclusion of his college courses in the
summer of 2021 and his intent to seek employment in web development, indicating that
he intends to step down from his position as Trinity’s Sexton by June of 2021.
The Sexton position was posted in March and Trinity has had the privilege to interview
and then offer the Sexton position to college undergrad Grace Gohl. A student at
Davenport University and Kuyper College, Grace has worked with her father’s
landscaping business and plays rugby with the Davenport team. She is excited to join
the Trinity staff team.
Be sure to greet our new Sexton Grace in the months ahead as she cares for our
facilities and becomes a part of our faith community!

Trinity is Live Streaming our Rejoice Service - How do I find it?
We are streaming our 9:15 a.m. Sunday “Virtual Worship” service on YouTube. To find it,
do the following:
•

Follow the home page link to “Virtual Worship” on Trinity's website, select “video” to
be connected to the stream.

OR
• Go to YouTube, either by opening the app on your phone or by visiting the webpage
on your computer.
•

Search for ‘Trinity Lutheran Church Grand Rapids.’ The first option should be one
with a picture of our cross tower.

•

When you click on it you will be brought to our channel. If the service is live (from
about 9:10 to 10:20 a.m. on Sunday morning) there will be a video with ‘Live Now’ on
it. Simply click on the video and you will be connected to the stream.

•

We also save past services in a play list called ‘Rejoice Worship,’ so you can view a
past worship service at any time. (On Sundays it may take a couple of hours from
the time worship ends until the time that YouTube makes the video available).

If you have a YouTube account, please subscribe to the Trinity channel. This will allow our
videos to show up in your video feed and when we reach enough subscriptions allow us to
change our YouTube url.
Please Note: We are on GRTV!
Our Sunday services are being broadcast on GRTV channel 25! Our services air on
Sundays from 11 a.m. to noon. The broadcast is a week behind, so this Sunday’s service
will air next week. Find us wherever you find GRTV!
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May Birthday and Anniversary Celebrations!
May 1
Kellee Donovan
Nancy Mattson
Gretchen & Drew Flemming
Debra & Larry Petrick
May 2
Marina Kosiorek
Dave Straw
Andrew Vanderwall
Sarah & Michael Bernard
Jenna & Matt Ludeman
Ailee & Andrew VanHagen
May 3
Doug Brackmann
Emma Colby
Lindsey Mooney
Ainsley Reges
Caleb Thamban
Jan Themm
May 4
Matthew Candela
Kristine Fox
Julia Kessel
Kelsey Krupp
Matiss McNally
Deb Pollert
Kara Posthumus
Cameron Wood
Cindy Zientarski
Laura & Paul Reges
May 5
Mary Ashimine
Katie Gingras
Aaron Knoll
Isabelle McKinney
Daniel Mukendi
Gabriel Mukendi
Jane Smith
May 6
Connor Kuhlmann
Renee & Bill Fisk
Jennifer & Jonathan Sommers
May 7
Amy Beuker
Madison Fisher
Kari Ruble
Bill Thorsen
Mary Minch-Carwell & Bob
Carwell

May 8
Britten Rodammer
May 9
Anna Griewahn
Marilyn Leese
Mary Leese
Doug Start
May 11
James Day
Bethany Dunning
Anna Peterman
Chris Straw
Cyndi and Nick Harrison
May 12
John Basher
Steven Fox
Caitlin Oliver
Beth & Jim Vanderwall
May 13
Roy Black
Kristin Bradley
Mary Candela
Sharon Flink
Alaina Steketee
Kathy & John Fuger
May 14
Shauna Allchin
Gabe Larson
Patricia Mutch
Kari Proux
Michelle Stewart
May 15
Leah Bredwell
MJ Rubenstahl
Caleb Ruble
Ethan Ruble
Alexis & Dan Schewe
May 16
Nora Lamb
Kim Owens
Coreen & David Beckett
May 17
Renee Bennett
Dixie Brinks
Donna McPheron
Brian Scalabrino
John Teichow

May 18
Grayson Bernard
Helena Hughes
Michelle Quinn
Sophia Warren
May 19
Justin Ulrich
Joy & Dan Prusak
Joyce & Wayne Snyder
May 20
Jane Barsema
Bonnie Cleveland
Scott Dulecki
Missi Glass
Jenna Grzelak
Kristy Nikolajuk
May 21
Corey Bowman
Douglas Lee
Jim Reeve
Noah Salasky
Martha Blandford & Patrick
Ladwig
Judith & Robert Mallen
May 22
James Boyse
Brenda Conway
Christopher Schau
Heather & Brandon Kimble
May 23
Austin Johnson
Ginta McNally
Lillian Spalding
May 24
Bob Carwell
Bill Grinstead
Logan Selleck
Ginny & Patrick Tyrrell
May 25
Donovan Estep
Susan Knoll
Alex Luders
Venta Norris
Sheree Smith
Patricia & Craig Mutch
Karin & Antoine Neal

May 26
Susan Boyse
David DeStefano
Ava Ezell
James Gingras
Myles Olson
May 27
Jim Willman
Michelle & Doug Lee
Alice & Steve Molloy
May 28
Ingrid Brang
Alice Molloy
Brett Reges
Kathleen Sommers
Kristen Zarou
Kim & Mike Horn
Kathleen & Larry
Longstreth
May 29
Bev Karman
Hudson Missman
Carol & Dan Butler
Kristine & David Candela
Liz & Jason Coles
Linda & Bill Grinstead
Susan & Terry Knoll
Debbie & Rick Kulas
May 30
Cliff Hartline
Logan Huckstep
Samantha Kuipers
Ken VandenBout
Jill & Peter McKinney
May 31
Ryan Beld
Amanda Bidle
Jason Coles
Steve Feutz
Wendy Giuliani
Anne Ludeman
Jim Searfoss
Stacy Sendler
Mary Smoes
Allie & Ryan Idema
Toni & Norm Petersen

If you have a special milestone birthday or anniversary, please contact the main office at Trinity to let us know!
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Are You Finding a Home at Trinity?
New Members to be received in the spring and summer of 2021
Our last reception of New Members at Trinity was in the fall of 2019. Planning that was underway for the Spring of 2020
reception of New Members was set aside, along with most of our parish program in the early months of our pandemic
separation.
Several individuals and families have reached out in recent weeks and months to indicate that they are finding a church
home among the people of Trinity. Are you among those who are considering membership with this congregation? Be in
touch with the church office or one of the pastors – we are hoping to schedule “Curiosity Classes” with those who are
prospective members soon.
All are welcome to find a place in our life together – welcome to Trinity!

2700 Fulton Street East
Grand Rapids, MI 49506
616.949.2510 tlcgr.org
Office Hours: 7:30 AM - 3:30 PM (M-F)
Mission: Trinity Lutheran Church is a dynamic family called by God to nurture each other in our daily journeys of faith and to
joyfully increase our response to all people in need, sharing God’s gifts of love and grace.

Staff

Rev. Robert Linstrom, Senior Pastor (ext. 115)
robert.linstrom@tlcgr.org

Deb DeWitt, Trinity Choir accompanist,
616.949.2510

Rev. Dan Schewe, Associate Pastor (ext. 124)
Direct Dial:
dan.schewe@tlcgr.org
616.949.2510
(then dial extension #) Rev. Karen Niemeyer, Assisting Pastor (ext. 112)

Awilda Diaz, Nursery Coordinator
616.427.2261, diazawilda@gmail.com
Grace Gohl, Sexton (ext. 117)
grace.gohl@tlcgr.org

karen.niemeyer@tlcgr.org

facebook.com/tlcgr

YouTube.com
Search: Trinity
Lutheran
Church, gr

Brooks Alder, Sound Board Operator,
616.949.2510

Sidney Hoeksema, Trinity Choir Director (ext. 118)
616.554.2998, sidney.hoeksema@tlcgr.org

Kris Baker, Office Coordinator (ext. 110)
kris.baker@tlcgr.org

Sheri Mason, Sunday School Coordinator
kids@tlcgr.org

Rachele Battreall, Director of Family Ministry
rachele.battreall@tlcgr.org

Peter McKinney, IT Coordinator (ext. 200)
peter.mckinney@tlcgr.org

Larry G. Biser, Organist/Director of Bell Choirs
(ext. 118) 616.304.7259, larry.biser@tlcgr.org

James Morin, Family Activity Coordinator
james.morin@tlcgr.org

Christian Blauwkamp, Youth Ministry Coordinator,
christian.blauwkamp@tlcgr.org, 616.949.2510

Kim Owens, Rejoice Music Coordinator (ext. 118)
616.949.2510

Kristin Bradley, Faith Community Nurse (ext. 119)
kristin.bradley@tlcgr.org

Andrea Severns, Sunday School Coordinator
kids@tlcgr.org

Ingrid Brang, Sunday School Coordinator
ingrid.brang@tlcgr.org

Sylvia Stouten, Director of Discipleship/Messenger
Editor (ext. 121) sylvia.stouten@tlcgr.org

Amelia Crist, Wedding Coordinator
weddings@tlcgr.org

Joanna Waite, Finance Assistant (ext. 111)
joanna.waite@tlcgr.org

Angela Davis, Director of Congregational Life
(ext. 129)Page
angela.davis@tlcgr.org
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