
Join us for live streaming of our “Virtual Worship” service for the Day of 

Pentecost from Centennial Hall on Sunday, May 23 at 9:15 a.m.  If you 
are unable to join us at that time, be welcome to access the service at 

your convenience via Trinity's YouTube channel.  Instructions for that 
access are below. 

 

We are streaming our 9:15 a.m. “Virtual Worship” service on YouTube. 
To find it, do the following: 

• Follow the home page link to “Virtual Worship” on Trinity's website, 
select “video” and you will be connected to the stream. 

 OR 

• Go to YouTube, either by opening the app on your phone or by            
visiting the webpage on your computer.  

• Search for ‘Trinity Lutheran Church Grand Rapids.’ The first option 
should be one with a picture of our cross tower (that is our               
channel).  

• When you click on it you will be brought to our channel. If the 
service is live (from about 9:10  to 10:20 a.m. on Sunday morning) 
there will be a video with ‘Live Now’ on it.  

• Simply click on the video and you will be connected to the stream.  

• We also save past services in a play list called ‘Rejoice Worship,’ 
so you can view a past worship service at any time.  

 

If you have a YouTube account please subscribe to the channel. This 
will allow our videos to show up in your video feed and when we reach 
enough subscriptions allow us to change our YouTube url. 

Mighty God, you breathe life into our bones, and your Spirit brings truth 
to the world. Send us this Spirit, transform us by your truth, and give us 
language to proclaim your gospel, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen. 

Sunday, May 23, 2021 — Day of Pentecost  

Trinity’s Weekly Connection 

Trinity Members in Our Prayers 

We pray for Trinity members Emily Albaitis, Fran Anderson, Deb 
Bambini and family, George Bauer, Jim and Sue Boyse and family, Kim 
Bradbury and family, Pat Bruin, Judy Cisler, Mike Danielski, Jack 
Danielson, John Derbin, Ruth Ann Evans, Diane Field, Kris Fox, Mari 
Franz, Mary Frick, Marge Greiner and family, Elena Griewahn, Adam 
Guigue, Craig Gunderson, Mark Hahn, John Hall, Ruth Helzer, Jerry 
Hendricks, Sid and Carrie Hoeksema and family, Callan Hughes, Carol 
Huttenga, Austin, Meredith and Theodore Johnson, Patricia Johnson, 
Christopher Keller,  Susan Knoll, Jen Knowles, Joni Korb, Roy 
Lamprich, Allison Landon and family, Greg Law, Marilyn Leese, Jane 
Legualt, Judy Mallen, Jessica Marks and Patti Patton and their 
families, Roger Marks, Mark and Rebecca Mattison and family, Peter 
McKinney, Marilyn Mellema, Johnny Mielock, John and Karin Moglia 
and family, Christophe and Benita Muganza, Kenny Muganza, Michael 
Mulligan, Karen Nagle and family, Tim Neilson, Kris Racek, Jacqueline 
Riegling, Lynn Rose, Petra Rotzell and family, Thiago Saliba, Marian 
Schaible, Chas Schaner, Chris Schomberg, Vince Schumacher, Jim 
Searfoss, Joan Sellman, Neil and Sue Sendler and family, Matt and 
Kara Seyffert and family,  Michael Smith, David and Mary Smoes and 
family, Joyce Snyder, Courtney Steketee and family, Gary and Pat 
Stevens and family, Shirley Tedford, Jeremiah (JD) Thamban, Dale and 
Gale Volkerding and family, Joanna Waite, John Walls, Fred Wilcox, 
Marge Willman, Eric Wollen, Peyton Wollen, Rick and Michelle Wolner, 
Mark Youngren, and Kathryn Zielinski. 

Prayer of the Day for the Day of Pentecost 

Trinity is live streaming worship — how do I find it? 

Merciful God, your healing power is everywhere about us. Strengthen 
those who work among the sick; give them courage and confidence in 
all they do. Encourage them when their efforts seem futile or when 
death prevails. Increase their trust in your power even to overcome 
death and pain and crying. May they be thankful for every sign of 
health you give, and humble before the mystery of your healing grace; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Prayer for Health Care Providers 



Day of Pentecost                                          May 23, 2021 
 
Fifty days after Easter, we celebrate the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on 
Pentecost. Crossing all boundaries that would separate us, the Spirit brings 
the wideness of God’s mercy to places we least expect it—to a crowd of 
strangers of different lands and tongues, to dry bones, to our weak hearts. 
Jesus promises his disciples that they will be accompanied by the Holy Spirit, 
and that this Spirit reveals the truth. We celebrate that we too have been 
visited with this same Spirit. Guided by the truth, we join together in worship, 
and then disperse to share the fullness of Christ’s love with the world  
 
 

FIRST READING: Acts 2:1-21 
 
Originally Pentecost was a Jewish thanksgiving-type festival celebrated seven 
weeks after Passover. On this particular Pentecost, however, the Holy Spirit is 
poured out upon the entire community of believers just as Jesus had 
promised and the scriptures had prophesied. Empowered by the Spirit, the 
entire community bears witness to God’s activity in multiple languages.  
 
1When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together in one 
place. 2And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a 
violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3Divided 
tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of 
them. 4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 
languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 
  5Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in 
Jerusalem. 6And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, 
because each one heard them speaking in the native language of 
each. 7Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are 
speaking Galileans? 8And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native 
language? 9Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, 
Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and 
the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews 
and proselytes, 11Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them 
speaking about God’s deeds of power.” 12All were amazed and perplexed, 
saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 13But others sneered and 
said, “They are filled with new wine.” 
  14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, 
“Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and 
listen to what I say. 15Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is 
only nine o’clock in the morning. 16No, this is what was spoken through the 
prophet Joel: 
 17‘In the last days it will be, God declares, 
 that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 
  and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
 and your young men shall see visions, 
  and your old men shall dream dreams. 
 18Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 
  in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 

   and they shall prophesy. 
 19And I will show portents in the heaven above 
  and signs on the earth below, 
   blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 
 20The sun shall be turned to darkness 
  and the moon to blood, 
   before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 
 21Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ ” 
 
 

SECOND READING: Romans 8:22-27 
 
By pouring the Holy Spirit into our hearts, God gives us the promised first fruit 
of eternal life so that we await God’s future in hope. In the meantime, the 
Spirit also intercedes for us by carrying the prayers of our weak human hearts 
to God.  
 
22We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until 
now; 23and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits 
of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of 
our bodies. 24For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. 
For who hopes for what is seen? 25But if we hope for what we do not see, 
we wait for it with patience. 
  26Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to 
pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for 
words. 27And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the 
Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of 
God.  
 
 

GOSPEL: John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 
 
While speaking to his disciples before his death, Jesus refers to the Holy 
Spirit as “the Helper” and describes the difference the Spirit will make in their 
lives and in the world.  
 
[Jesus said,] 26“When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the 
Father, the Spirit of truth who comes from the Father, he will testify on my 
behalf. 27You also are to testify because you have been with me from the 
beginning. 
 16:4b“I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was 
with you. 5But now I am going to him who sent me; yet none of you asks me, 
‘Where are you going?’ 6But because I have said these things to you, sorrow 
has filled your hearts. 7Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to your 
advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Advocate will not come 
to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. 8And when he comes, he will prove 
the world wrong about sin and righteousness and judgment: 9about sin, 
because they do not believe in me; 10about righteousness, because I am 
going to the Father and you will see me no longer; 11about judgment, 
because the ruler of this world has been condemned. 



  12“I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them 
now. 13When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for 
he will not speak on his own, but will speak whatever he hears, and he will 
declare to you the things that are to come. 14He will glorify me, because he 
will take what is mine and declare it to you. 15All that the Father has is mine. 
For this reason I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you.” 
 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION: 
 
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers 
before God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love.  
 
A brief silence. 
 
Gracious God, you give the Holy Spirit to your church, filling it with many 
and varied gifts. In the church throughout the world, strengthen us in our 
visioning and dreaming, that it may discover anew the Spirit’s creative 
work. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of partnerships, you call us to pray for those who share our ministry.  
We pray for Pastor Carl Ballard and the people of St. Paul Lutheran Church 
in East Lansing, synod partners with us in mission and ministry. Hear us,  
O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of all, you invite us to cherish our commonalities with people of other 
faiths, including our three “Standing Together” partner congregations here 
in Grand Rapids, Westminster Presbyterian Church, Temple Emanuel and 
Masjid At-Tawheed. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of life, your mighty works are too numerous to count. The earth is full 
of your creatures, living things both great and small. Open your hand and 
give them the necessities of this life. Send your fresh Spirit over the face of 
the earth. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of the nations, at the sound of the rushing wind, people speaking 
different languages proclaimed and heard together your deeds of power. 
Fill the leaders of nations with your Holy Spirit, so that they exercise your 
gracious will in the lives of people. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of faithfulness, you tend to the needs of your people, even the sighs of 
our hearts. Hear those who cry out to you in distress. Restore to wholeness 
all who are in any need this day, including those lifted up in Trinity’s prayer 
ministry, published and announced, and those we name now in our hearts 
(a brief silence).  Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

God of love, fill this congregation, Trinity Lutheran Church, with gratitude for 
the gifts we have received from you and for the heritage of 125 years of 
ministry in your name. Renew our ministries, heal our divisions, and open us 
to the needs of our neighbors. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of hope, those who have died in you raise their eternal song of praise. 
We give you thanks for the many gifts of your people and rejoice in the 
witness of your saints. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your 
never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  

 

 
 
 

Prayer for this time of pandemic and social upheaval 
 
O God, where hearts are fearful and constricted, grant courage and 
hope. Where anxiety is infectious and widening, grant peace and 
reassurance. Where impossibilities close every door and window, grant 
imagination and resistance. Where distrust twists our thinking, grant 
healing and illumination. Where spirits are daunted and weakened, grant 
soaring wings and strengthened dreams. All these things we ask in the 
name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
 
 

A Prayer for the Power of the Spirit among the 
People of God 
 
God of all power and love, we give thanks for your unfailing presence 
and the hope you provide in times of uncertainty and loss. 
Send your Holy Spirit to enkindle in us your holy fire. 
Revive us to live as Christ’s body in the world: 
a people who pray, worship, learn, break bread, share life, heal 
neighbors, bear good news, seek justice, rest and grow in the Spirit. 
Wherever and however we gather, unite us in common prayer and send 
us in common mission, that we and the whole creation might be 
restored and renewed, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

     




