Trinity's Weekly Connection

This Week at Trinity Lutheran Church

Sunday, September 14

Coats & Blankets Appeal continues

Traditional Worship, 8 a.m.

Rejoice Worship Service (Beyond Belief), 9:15 a.m.
Sunday School, 9:15 a.m.

Live Streaming of Worship, 9:15 and 10:45 a.m.
Traditional Worship, 10:45 a.m.

God'’'s Work. Our Hands. Sunday, 11 a.m.

Stephen Ministry Continuing Education, 12:30 p.m.
Stephen Ministry Peer Support, 1:30 p.m.
Confirmation Class, 3 p.m.

High School Youth Group, 6:30 p.m.

Monday, September 15
Finance, 9 a.m.

Stroller Barre, 9:30 a.m.

Schubert Male Chorus Board Meeting, 5:30 p.m.
Rejoice Band Rehearsal, 6 p.m.

Finance Committee Meeting, 6 p.m.

Health Ministries Meeting, 6:30 p.m.

Schubert Male Chorus Rehearsal, 7 p.m.

Tuesday, September 16
LWR Quilters, 9:30 a.m.

Tuesday Morning Women'’s Bible Study, 9:30 a.m.
Tai Chi, 10:15 a.m.

Care & Share, 10:30 a.m.

Staff Meeting, 1 p.m.

2131FUN, 6 p.m.

Scout Troop 290, 6:30 p.m.

Tuesday Book Group, 7 p.m.

Wednesday, September 17
Dr. Kibbie Organist Rehearsal, 10 a.m.

Thursday, September 18

Tai Chi, 10:15 a.m.

Bridge, 1 p.m.

Volunteer at In The Image, 1 p.m.
Resound Bell Rehearsal, 6 p.m.
Choosing Peace & Serenity AFG, 7 p.m.
Trinity Choir Rehearsal, 7:15 p.m.

Friday, September 19
Friday Women'’s Bible Study, 9:30 a.m.
MSVMA Visit, 10 a.m.

Saturday, September 20
Game Night & Potluck, 5:30 p.m.

Sunday, September 21

Coats & Blankets Appeal continues

Traditional Worship, 8 a.m.

Snack Packing for Habitat for Humanity, 9 a.m.-noon
Rejoice Worship Service (Rejoice band), 9:15 a.m.
Sunday School, 9:15 a.m.

Stay & Play - God’s Work. Our Hands., 10:30 a.m.
Live Streaming of Worship, 9:15 and 10:45 a.m.
Traditional Worship, 10:45 a.m.

God’s Work. Our Hands. Sunday, 11 a.m.

Music Ministry Lunch, noon

Confirmation Class, 3 p.m.

High School Youth Group, 6:30 p.m.

Assisting in Worship This Morning

8 a.m.

Sacristan: Cathy Olson

Lector: Debbie Duckworth

Communion Assistants: Albert Asfour
Debbie Duckworth

Ushers: Dale Barkema, Elaine Rongey

9:15a.m.
Beyond Belief leading worship
Sacristan: Lisa Mead
Lector: Tim Lundgren
Communion Assistants: Kris Baker, Kathy Bush
Ushers: Mark Baker, Dave & Carrie Boer
Mark Hagbom & Sally Mahoney

10:45 a.m.

Cantor: Steve Feutz
Sacristan: John & Elizabeth Derbin
Lector: Doug Haneline
Communion Assistants: Melissa Haneline, John Fox
Ushers: Jim & Sue Coates, John Derbin
Don Kishman

Bread Baker: Jamie Kuntzman, Linda Taffs

Sunday, September 14, 2025 — Holy Cross Day

Trinity Members in Our Prayers

We pray for Trinity members in times of illness,
hospitalization, rehabilitation and recovery:

Lyn Allen, Pam Burkle, Bob Carlson, Barb
Crossman, Tom Fredrickson, Bryan Gras, Carol
Eriksen, Ruth Ann Evans, Joe Fisher, Bob Heine,
David Kuecherer, Marilyn Leese, Bill Leidel, Meri
Leidel, Bob Luders, Nancy Moga, Cheryl Rosen,
Marian Schaible, Mary Smoes, Wayne Snyder,
Gloria Vonderheide, and John Walls.

We also lift up Trinity families mourning the loss
of loved ones: Amy Bonjour, Breaugh family,
Brigger family, John and Kris Fox, Brenda and
Steve Heacock, Sharon Hoebeke, Hoeksema
family, Nicky Kearney, Emily Keller and family,
and Gary and Xristina Kuhlmann.

Contact the church office to be added to the
prayer list. Names remain on the list for 3 months
unless otherwise requested.

We also lift up in prayer this week the Pastor
Alexander Steward and the people of Lutheran
Church of the Savior in Kalamazoo, partners with
us in mission and ministry in the North/West
Lower Michigan Synod, ELCA.

Readings & Hymns for September 14

Numbers 21:4b-9 1 Corinthians 1:18-24
Psalm 98:1-4 John 3:13-17

#660
#665
#855

Lift High the Cross (red book)
Rise, Shine, You People! (red book)
Crown Him with Many Crowns (red book)
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Rejoicing at the amazing grace of God.
DAILY BIBLE READINGS

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.

Sunday Luke 15:1-10 The lost sheep and the lost coin
Monday Exodus 32:7-14 Moses pleads for the people
Tuesday 1 Timothy 1:12-17 Gratitude for mercy
Wednesday James 3:13-18 Two kinds of wisdom

Thursday Acts 26:12-18 Paul’s conversion

Friday Ephesians 2:1-10 From death to life

Saturday Psalm 51:1-10 A prayer for forgiveness
Sunday Luke 16:1-13 Parable of the shrewd manager

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK

“Just so, | tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over
one sinner who repents.” Luke 15:10 (NRSV)

PRAYERS AND BLESSING

A Prayer for the Week:
Merciful God, we are thankful that you seek us out and renew our lives that we may know peace
and joy through Christ Jesus, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Mealtime Prayer:
Dear Lord, we thank you for feeding us with love, guidance, and this gift of food, examples of
your care forus as the Good Shepherd. Amen.

A Blessing to Give:
May God fill you with joy and gladness. (Psalm 51:8)
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Take a moment to tell or think about a recent mountain high and/or valley low in your life.

CARING CONVERSATIONS @

Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:
e Whenis atime you lost something valuable and then found it?
e Jesus told a parable about the lost sheep. How do people get “lost” from God?

DEVOTIONS 8

Read: Luke 15:1-10.

Jesus offers us easy images with which we can identify. Who hasn’t been lost or felt lost in the
jungles of self-doubt, hardship, fear, and confusion? And who hasn’t lost something of value
and upon finding it is filled with joy? On one level in this story, sinners and tax collectors are
the ones lost and who have been found by a kind and merciful God. On another level, itis the
religious leaders, those Pharisees and scribes who are truly lost. They are the ones far from
understanding and enjoying the kindness and mercy of God for humanity. Thisis at the core of
their own biblical faith. These religious folk have lost the life-giving power of rejoicing at the
amazing grace of God that gives hope and changes everything. It brings beauty and love to a
life often missing these essential ingredients. Whether it's lost sheep, missing coins, sinners,
tax collectors, Pharisees, scribes, or even our own selves, there is rejoicing in this life because
lives can repent and be found in the oceans of God’s love and heavenly joy.

Discuss: When have you found yourself overcome with joy at God’s amazing grace?

Pray: Gracious God, help us to experience joy in your presence; help us to see in Jesus your
desire to find us, renew us, and bless us with your abundant love and mercy. Amen.

SERVICE &f

Jesus calls us to serve our neighborin love. Based on the Daily Bible Readings and theme for
this week, who do you know that may feel lost and need some support?

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS @

In Luke 15:1-10 Jesus tells parables about the lost being found. Our sin is a condition of being
lost and apart from God. God rejoices when, through faith in Christ, we, as the lost, are found,
forgiven, and restored to a relationship with God. Hide chocolate coins or other candies and
have others find them. After the treats are found, talk about the joy of finding them and then
about God’s joy at searching for and finding us.

Pray: Thank you, God, for searching for us when we stray from you. Thank you for finding us
and forgiving us. Amen.
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MINISTRY

In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily life as an
effective faith formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org



