Trinity's Weekly Connection

This Week at Trinity Lutheran Church

Sunday, October 12

Coats & Blankets Appeal continues

Christmas Wreath Sales

Traditional Worship, 8 a.m.

Immunization Sunday, 8:30 a.m.— 12:30 p.m.
Rejoice Worship Service (Beyond Belief), 9:15 a.m.
Sunday School, 9:15 a.m.

Live Streaming of Worship, 9:15 a.m.

Outdoor Worship & Blessing of Animals, 10:45 a.m.
Stephen Ministry Continuing Education, 12:30 p.m.
Stephen Ministry Peer Support, 1:30 p.m.

Middle School Youth Group, 2 p.m.

Confirmation Class, 3 p.m.

High School Youth Group, 6:30 p.m.

Monday, October 13

The Messenger deadline

Finance, 9 a.m.

Core Fitness & Flexibility, 9:30 a.m.

Stroller Barre, 9:30 a.m.

Safety & Security Committee Meeting, 5:30 p.m.
Rejoice Band Rehearsal, 6 p.m.

Congregation Council Meeting, 6:30 p.m.
Schubert Male Chorus Rehearsal, 7 p.m.

Tuesday, October 14
Grand Rapids Conference (N/WML Synod), 9 a.m.

Tuesday Women's Bible Study, 9:30 a.m.
LWR Quilters, 9:30 a.m.

Tai Chi, 10:15a.m.

Staff Meeting, 1 p.m.

Scout Troop 290, 6:30 p.m.

Wednesday, October 15

Core Fitness & Flexibility, 9:30 a.m.
Coffee & Donuts, 10 a.m.

Pastor Jon's Adult Forum, 10:30 a.m.
JOYful Days Luncheon, 11:30 a.m.
JOYful Days Speaker, 12:30 p.m.
Pastor Jon’s Adult Forum, 6:30 p.m.
Fit4dMom, 6:45 p.m.

Thursday, October 16
Tai Chi, 10:15 a.m.

Bridge, 1 p.m.

Volunteer at In The Image, 1 p.m.
Resound Bell Rehearsal, 6 p.m.
Choosing Peace & Serenity AFG, 7 p.m.
Trinity Choir Rehearsal, 7:15 p.m.”

Friday, October 17
Friday Women'’s Bible Study, 9:30 a.m.

Saturday, October 18
Men’s Breakfast, 9 a.m.

AGO Organist Event, 10 a.m.

Sunday, October 19
Coats & Blankets Appeal continues

Christmas Wreath Sales

Blessing of Trinity in Touch Visitors

Traditional Worship, 8 a.m.

Rejoice Worship Service (Rejoice band), 9:15 a.m.
Sunday School, 9:15 a.m.

Live Streaming of Worship, 9:15 and 10:45 a.m.
Traditional Worship 10:45 a.m.

CPR Training, T p.m.

Middle School Youth Group, 2 p.m.
Confirmation Class, 3 p.m.

High School Youth Group, 6:30 p.m.

Assisting in Worship This Morning

8 a.m.

Sacristan: Cathy Olson

Lector: Sheila Talsma

Communion Assistants: Albert Asfour,
Debbie Duckworth

Ushers: Dale Barkema, Elaine Rongey

9:15a.m.
Beyond Belief band leading worship
Sacristans: Chuck Hickerty & Glenn Swanson
Lector: Bob Pfau
Communion Assistants: Morrie & Cindy Fongers
Ushers: Mark Baker, Dave & Carrie Boer,

Mark Hagbom & Sally Mahoney
Acolytes: Steven and Megan Unruh

10:45 a.m.
Sacristan: Joe & Marybeth laria
Lector: Kris Fox
Communion Assistants: Dale Volkerding,
Carrie Wygmans
Ushers: Chris Becker, Jim & Sue Coates, John Derbin,
Don Kishman
Acolyte: Zoe Bredwell, Jack Stover

Bread Baker: Susan Barnhart

Sunday, October 12, 2025 — Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Trinity Members in Our Prayers

We pray for Trinity members in times of illness,
hospitalization, rehabilitation and recovery:

Lyn Allen, Pam Burkle, Bob Carlson, Barb Crossman,
Tom Fredrickson, Carol Eriksen, Joe Fisher, Bob
Heine, David Kuecherer, Marilyn Leese, Bill Leidel,
Bob Luders, Nancy Moga, Cheryl Rosen, Marian
Schaible, Bill Schaefer, Wayne Snyder, Glenn
Swanson, Gloria Vonderheide, John Walls, and Jim
Willman.

We also lift up Trinity families mourning the loss of
loved ones: John and Kristin Bradley, Breaugh

family, Brigger family, Robin Cymbal, John and Kris
Fox, Brenda and Steve Heacock, Sharon Hoebeke,
Hoeksema family, Emily Keller and family, Gary and
Xristina Kuhlmann, and Kirsti and Aaron Pearsall.

Contact the church office to be added to the prayer
list. Names remain on the list for 3 months unless
otherwise requested.

We also lift up in prayer this week Pastor Pauline
Standley and the people of Ascension Lutheran and
Holy Cross Episcopal Churches in Kentwood,
partners with us in mission and ministry in the
North/West Lower Michigan Synod, ELCA.

Readings & Hymns for October 12

2 Kings 5:1-3; 7-15¢ 2 Timothy 2:8-15
Psalm 111 Luke 17:11-19

#835  All Creatures, Worship God Most High (red book)
#858  Praise to the Lord the Almighty (red book)
#779  Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound (red book)
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Jesus shows a foreigner mercy.
DAILY BIBLE READINGS

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.

Sunday Luke 17:11-19
Monday 2 Kings 5:1-3, 7-15c¢
Tuesday 2 Timothy 2:8-15
Wednesday Jeremiah 30:12-17

One leper gives thanks to God
Elisha heals Naaman

A soldier of Christ Jesus
Restoration promised to Israel

Thursday 2 Timothy 1:13-18 Encouragement to be faithful
Friday Leviticus 19:33-34 Love the alien as yourself
Saturday Psalm 111 Praise God for wonderful works
Sunday Luke 18:1-8 Parable of the persistent widow

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK

“Was none of them [the ten lepers] found to return and give praise to
God except this foreigner?” Luke 17:18 (NRSV)

PRAYERS AND BLESSING

A Prayer for the Week:
Merciful God, your compassion reaches out to those in need; give us thankful hearts for reaching
out to us through Jesus Christ, the great healer of our lives. Amen.

Mealtime Prayer:
Dear God, we are thankful for this gift of food we receive today and for all that you do to care for
us. In Jesus’ name we pray, amen.

A Blessing to Give:
May God show you kindness and mercy.
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Take a moment to tell or think about a recent mountain high and/or valley low in your life.

CARING CONVERSATIONS @

Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:
e Have you everbeen left out of a group? Explain.
e Where have you witnessed God'’s love shown to a stranger?

DEVOTIONS 8

Read: Luke 17:11-19.

The Bible, especially the Old Testament, tells of an intimate connection between foreigners and
God'’s people who had been slaves in Egypt and poorly treated. It is easy to have negative
thoughts about people we do not know personally and sometimes tempting to go on the attack
against them. This is especially true of people we may call strangers or foreigners. Jesus
confronts our negative bias about others when he lifts up the Samaritan as a “foreigner”

(Luke 17:18), someone God protects yet others often attack. For Jesus’ own people, lepers
were unapproachable, and Samaritans were belittled, yet Jesus approaches lepers and praises
a Samaritan. For those mom ents when we, ourselves, may feel unapproachable or belittled,
thisis good news. For the unapproachable and belittled around us, Jesus’ message is a calling
to have a thankful heart filled with mercy.

Discuss: How does Jesus’ mercy for foreigners encourage you to reflect on the needs of
foreignersin your community?

Pray: Loving God, you know our temptation to criticize people; help us to see others with
your mercy that we may have thankful hearts through Christ our Lord. Amen.

SERVICE &f

Jesus calls us to serve our neighborin love. Based on the Daily Bible Readings and theme for
this week, how can you support an organization that helps refugees?

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS i

Psalm 111 gives praise for God’s wonderful deeds. God is holy and awesome (v. 9). Take a walk
around your neighborhood and note the things you see that you consider to be awesome. For
example, trees, buildings, the sky, and clouds. Then sit down in your home and write a list of
what you saw. Take time to say a prayer of praise to God using words from Psalm 111 to be
thankful for “his wonderful deeds” (v. 4), “the power of his works” (v. 6), and “the work of his
hands” (v. 7).
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In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestonesin your daily life as an
effective faith formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org



