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Order your Christmas Poinsettia Today! 

There’s still time if you’d like to order a poinsettia in honor or memory of a loved one. Return the 
form to the church office or drop in the offering plate by Monday, December 7. The poinsettias 
help create a beautiful worship setting during the Christmas season! 

   

 

Trinity Lutheran Church  
A Stephen Ministry Congregation 

2700 Fulton St E, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49506 

616.949.2510, www.tlcgr.org 

Second Sunday of Advent 

December 7, 2025 

Mission:  Trinity Lutheran Church is a dynamic family called by God  
to nurture each other in our daily journeys of faith  

and to joyfully increase our response to all people in need,  
sharing God’s gifts of love and grace. 
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At the heart of our Advent preparation stands John the Baptist, who calls us to repent 
and make a new beginning. As the darkness increases we turn toward the approaching 
light of Christ. For Christians he is the root of Jesse, the righteous judge who welcomes 
all, especially the poor and meek of the earth. We wait with hope for that day when the 
wolf will dwell with the lamb, and there will be no more hurt or destruction. From the 
Lord’s table we are sent in the spirit of John the Baptist to proclaim that in Christ the 
kingdom of God has come near.  

Second Sunday of Advent 

Savior of the Nations, Come    PRELUDE        J. S. Bach  

P Blessed be the  Lord, the God of Israel, 
 who alone does wondrous things. 

C Blessed be God’s name forever. Amen. 
 
P Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. Let us confront our sins,  
 and confess them to the one who is merciful and just. 
 
 Silence is kept for reflection. 

 
P God of new beginnings,  
C we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. 
 We have strayed from your paths. 
 We prepare for war instead of peace. 
 We dishonor one another and your creation. 
 Purify us with your refining fire 
 and set us again on your way of love, 
 that we may bear fruit worthy of repentance, 
 and welcome your coming among us. 
 Amen.  
 

P People of God, 
 a new thing is growing in our midst, 
 a tender branch, 
 a living sign. 
 By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder. 
 You have put on  Christ, 
 and your sins have been washed away. 
 Rejoice in the way of the Lord. 

C Amen.  

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
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Please consider carpooling! 
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SENDING OF COMMUNION (You are welcome to stand.) 
 
P Compassionate God, you sent forth prophets to bring good news to the 
 oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, and to comfort all who mourn.  
 Bless those who go forth from this assembly bearing your word and 
 sacrament. Nourish and strengthen all who share in this communion, that this 
 foretaste of your coming will bring hope and comfort, in the name of Jesus 
 Christ our Lord.  
C Amen. 

POSTLUDE The King Shall Come (early American tune)      arr. Burkhardt 

DISMISSAL  
 
P Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord! 
C Thanks be to God. 

BENEDICTION   
 

P May God who comes among us, 
 Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit, 
 grant you patience in waiting, peace in the darkness, 
 and good news to share today and always. 
C Amen. 

SENDING HYMN  No. 244 
(red book) 

Prepare the Royal Highway 
Bereden väg för Herran 

 

Contact Trinity Tithe.ly (for online offering giving) tlcgr.org 
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GATHERING HYMN Savior of the Nations, Come  
Nun komm der Heiden Heiland 

GREETING 
 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 

No. 263 
 (red book) 

KYRIE     

LIGHTING TWO CANDLES OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

Leader:   We praise you, O God, for this circle of light 
 that marks our days of preparation for Christ’s advent. 
 As we light the candles on this wreath, 
 kindle within us the fire of your Spirit, 
 that we may be light shining in the darkness. 
 Enlighten us with your grace,  
 that we may welcome others as you have welcomed us. 
 Grant this through Christ our Lord, 
 whose coming is certain and whose day draws near. 

C    Blessed be God forever. 

(10:45) Handbells play the introduction to the hymn 
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LIGHTING THE SECOND CANDLE OF THE ADVENT WREATH continued 

Cantor:  For your mercy is our light and your compassion is our guide, 

Cantor:    We give you thanks, O God, for it is you who called forth light,  and you led 
    your people Israel with wonders and with signs. 
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DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT    (You are welcome to be seated.) 

All are welcome to receive the gift of Christ’s presence in Holy Communion. On each tray 
the inner circle of cups are filled with white grape juice; the surrounding cups are filled 
with red wine. Gluten-free wafers are available in the Narthex. At the 10:45 a.m. worship 
service, those who wish to receive by the common cup are invited to receive the 
sacrament from the assisting minister offering the chalice at the head of the center 
aisle. Please follow the direction of the ushers down the center aisle. 

(10:45) COMMUNION HYMN                                                          
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SENDING OF COMMUNION (You are welcome to stand.) 

COMMUNION PRAYER / WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

P … now and forever. 
C Amen. 

P       Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C       Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

         thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
          Give us this day our daily bread;  
                and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass      
                against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
          For thine is the kingdom,  

         and the power, and the glory,  
         forever and ever.  Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

AGNUS DEI 
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PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                         

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
P      Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming 

nurture our growth as people of repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.  

C Amen.                        
               
(You are welcome to be seated.) 

L Word of God, word of life. 
C Thanks be to God.   

READING                                  Isaiah 11:1-10 page 627 in pew Bible 

MUSICAL OFFERING 
      
                                                                    Ave Maria                    Franz Biebl/arr. Moklebust  
                                      Resound Bell Choir; Steve Feutz, tenor soloist 
 

And the angel said,  “Greetings, Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee.  
Blessed art thou among women,  

and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.”  

(Luke 1: 28)  
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Verses sung by the cantor: 

1 O God, give your judgment to the king, to a king’s son your justice 
   that he may judge your people in justice, and your poor in right judgment. R 

4 For he shall rescue the needy when they cry, the poor who have no one to help. 
   He will have pity on the weak and the needy, and save the lives of the needy. R 
    

(10:45) PSALM                                         Psalm 72 

The cantor sings the refrain first; then the congregation joins in singing the refrain with 
them.  
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P        It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… 
  
 ...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  

SANCTUS 



10  

 

SHARING THE PEACE  

P The peace of Christ be with you always.    
C And also with you.    

OFFERING (You are welcome to be seated.) 

8:00                                             Come Now, O Prince of Peace                      

10:45                                                         Prepare Ye                                          Marc Robinson  

                                             Trinity Choir 

OFFERTORY PRAYER   (You are welcome to stand.) 
 

P  Let us pray. 
  
 Eternal God, 
C You give food for the hungry and justice for the oppressed. 
 Grant that in these simple gifts we may see your majesty, 
 which is forever hidden among the lowly 
 in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 
   Amen. 

The offering of music 
 
Music in worship is a gift offered to God that draws us into prayer together. It is natural and  
lovely to want to express our gratitude! In our culture, applause is often the way we show 
appreciation for a performance. In worship, though, musicians offer their gifts not as performers 
but as fellow worshipers. A beautiful way to honor this offering is by saying “Amen” in response, 
or by sharing your thanks with the musicians after the service. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  
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(10:45) SECOND READING   Romans 15:4-13 page 1035 in pew Bible 

L       Word of God, word of life. 
C       Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL Matthew 3:1-12 page 878 in pew Bible 

P       The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
C       Glory to you, O Lord. 

P       The gospel of our Lord. 
C       Praise to you, O Christ. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  (You are welcome to stand.)  

HOMILY  (You are welcome to be seated.) 
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(You are welcome to stand.)        

NICENE CREED  
 
We believe in one God,  

the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
       the only Son of God, 
       eternally begotten of the Father,  
       God from God, Light from Light, 
       true God from true God,  
       begotten, not made,  
       of one Being with the Father;  
       through him all things were made. 
       For us and for our salvation  
     he came down from heaven, 
 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary  
     and became truly human. 
     For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
     he suffered death and was buried. 
     On the third day he rose again  
     in accordance with the scriptures; 
     he ascended into heaven 
     and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
     He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
     and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
    and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

HYMN OF THE DAY    On Jordan’s Banks the Baptist’s  Cry  
 Puer nobis 

No. 249 
(red book) 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your promise to 
renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation. 

A brief silence. 

 

With wisdom and understanding, inspire the faithful around the world. We pray for 
Yehiel and Julie, our bishops, and for All Saints Lutheran Church in Mason, and its 
pastor, Gerald Ferguson. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
With counsel and might, move us to care for creation. As we dream of the day when 
all creatures will flourish alongside one another, guide us in ways humanity and all 
creation will mutually thrive. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
With righteousness and faithfulness, encourage nations to live in harmony with one 
another. We pray for international student and teacher exchanges, for our partner 
churches, and for the shared mission of Lutheran World Relief and Lutheran Disaster 
Response. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
With steadfastness and encouragement, we pray for our Stephen Ministers and all 
those receiving their care. Strengthen them in their inner being through the power of 
your Spirit, so that Christ may dwell in their hearts through faith as they are being 
rooted and grounded in love. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
With welcome and hospitality, embolden us in our shared ministry to overcome all 
that divides. Strengthen our bond with our three ‘Standing Together’ partner 
congregations here in Grand Rapids: Temple Emanuel, Masjid At-Tawheed, and 
Westminster Presbyterian Church. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
With joy and peace, we remember our ancestors in the faith. Fill us with the hope of 
the Holy Spirit now and into the ages of ages. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 


