Trinity's Weekly Connection

This Week at Trinity Lutheran Church

Sunday, December 7

Christmas Angel Tree Gift Drive concludes
Jiffy Muffin Mix Drive continues

Traditional Worship, 8 a.m.

First Sunday of the Month Bible Study, 9 a.m.

Rejoice Worship Service (Beyond Belief), 9:15 a.m.

Sunday School, 9:15 a.m.

Live Streaming of Worship, 9:15 and 10:45 a.m.

Traditional Worship 10:45 a.m.

Angel Tree Gift Packing, 11 a.m.

Cookie Exchange, 3 p.m.

Advent Grace Group, 4:30 p.m.

VoxGR Rehearsal, 6:30 p.m.

High School Advent Grace Group, 6:30 p.m.

Monday, December 8

Jiffy Muffin Mix Drive continues

Finance, 9 a.m.

Core Fitness & Flexibility, 9:30 a.m.
Stephen Leaders Meeting, 1:30 p.m.
Rejoice Band Rehearsal, 6:30 p.m.
Advent Grace Group, 6:30 p.m.

Council and Staff Christmas Party, 6 p.m.

Tuesday, December 9

LWR Quilters, 9:30 a.m.

Tuesday Women's Bible Study, 9:30 a.m.
Tai Chi, 10:15a.m.

Advent Grace Group, 10:30 a.m.

Staff Meeting, 1 p.m.

Advent Grace Group, 1:30 p.m.

Scout Troop 290, 6:30 p.m.

Wednesday, December 10

Core Fitness & Flexibility, 9:30 a.m.
Advent Grace Group, 10:30 a.m.
Advent Grace Group, 5:15 p.m.
Midweek Advent Supper, 5:30 p.m.
Advent Evening Prayer, 6:30 p.m.
Fit4dMom, 6:45 p.m.

Advent Grace Group, 7:15 p.m.

Thursday, December 11
Advent Grace Group, 7 a.m.

Tai Chi, 10:15 a.m.

Resound Bell Rehearsal, 6 p.m.
Advent Grace Group, 6:30 p.m.
Choosing Peace & Serenity, 7p.m.
Trinity Choir Rehearsal, 7:15 p.m.

Friday, December 12
Friday Women'’s Book Club, 9:30 a.m.

Prep for Scandinavian Smorgasbord, 3 p.m.

Saturday, December 13
Children’s Ministry Christmas Program Dress

Rehearsal, 10 a.m.
Prep for Scandinavian Smorgasbord, noon
Scandinavian Smorgasbord, 5:30 p.m.

Sunday, December 14
Jiffy Muffin Mix Drive continues

Traditional Worship, 8 a.m.

Rejoice Worship Service (Rejoice Band), 9:15 a.m.
Sunday School, 9:15 a.m.

Live Streaming of Worship, 9:15 and 10:45 a.m.

Children’s Christmas Program and Worship 10:45 a.m.

Children’s Christmas Program Cookie
Reception, 11:30 a.m.
Stephen Ministry Continuing Education, 12:30 p.m.
Stephen Ministry Peer Support, 1:30 p.m.
Christmas Tea, 3 p.m.
Advent Grace Group, 4:30 p.m.
VoxGR Rehearsal, 6:30 p.m.
High School Advent Grace Group, 6:30 p.m.

Sunday, December 7, 2025 — Second Sunday of Advent

Assisting in Worship This Morning

8 a.m.

Sacristan: Cathy Olson

Lector: Dale Barkema

Communion Assistants: Dale Barkema, Kim Brock
Ushers: Joel Westra, Jude Westra

Acolyte: Jesca Westra

9:15a.m.

Beyond Belief band leading worship

Sacristan: Glenn Swanson & Chuck Hickerty

Lector: Kelly Wittry

Communion Assistants: Dave & Chris Straw

Ushers: Todd Brandstadt, Morrie & Cindy Fongers,
Ethan Guis, Ed Lohr, Lisa Mead

10:45 a.m.
Cantor: Daniel Okereke
Sacristan: John & Elizabeth Derbin
Lector: Lynne Spoelhof
Communion Assistants: Jan Jacobson
Debra Freeberg
Ushers: David Marquardt, Brad Kessel, Scott Stoll,
Bill Young
Acolyte: Zoe Bredwell, Katarina Lundgren

Bread Baker: Carrie Lamb, Jesca Westra

Trinity Members in Our Prayers

We pray for Trinity members in times of illness,
hospitalization, rehabilitation and recovery:

Lyn Allen, Pam Burkle, Bob Carlson, Barb Crossman,
Tom Fredrickson, Carol Eriksen, Joe Fisher, Eric
Gohlke, Bob Heine, David Kuecherer, Marilyn Leese,
Meri Leidel, Bob Luders, Tom Mannisto, Nancy
Moga, Cheryl Rosen, Marian Schaible, Gloria
Vonderheide, John Walls, and Natalie Yeager.

We also lift up Trinity families mourning the loss of
loved ones: John and Kristin Bradley, Breaugh
family, Robin Cymbal, Brenda and Steve Heacock,
Sharon Hoebeke, Meri Leidel, Kirsti and Aaron
Pearsall, and Joyce Snyder.

Contact the church office to be added to the prayer
list. Names remain on the list for 3 months unless
otherwise requested.

We also lift up in prayer this week Pastor Gerald
Ferguson and the people of All Saints Lutheran
Church in Mason, partners with us in mission and
ministry in the North/West Lower Michigan Synod,
ELCA.

Readings & Hymns for December 7

Isaiah 2:1-5 Romans 13:11-14
Psalm 122 Matthew 24:36-44

#263  Savior of the Nations, Come (red book)

#249  On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry (red book)
#905 We Are Waiting for Jesus (purple book)

#264  Prepare the Royal Highway (red book)
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Advent is a season of peace.
DAILY BIBLE READINGS

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.

Sunday Matthew 3:1-12 Prepare the way of the Lord
Monday Isaiah 11:1-10 The peaceful kingdom
Tuesday Romans 15:4-13 Good news for Jews and Gentiles

Wednesday James 3:13-18 Two kinds of wisdom

Thursday Isaiah 55:10-13 God’s people will celebrate
Friday 2 Thessalonians 3:16 Final greeting of peace

Saturday Psalm 72:1-7,18-19 A prayer for guidance for the king
Sunday Matthew 11:2-11 Jesus and John the Baptist

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that
you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Romans 15:13 (NRSV)

PRAYERS AND BLESSING

A Prayer for the Week:
Lord Jesus Christ, you who bring hope to the world, guide our steps to walk in your way of peace.
Amen.

Mealtime Prayer:
Dear God, thank you for this food. May this gift of love strengthen us to live lives of hope and
peace through Christ our Lord. Amen.

A Blessing to Give:
May the God of hope fill you with peace. (Romans 15:13)
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WEEKLY MILESTONES

Take a moment to tell or think about a recent mountain high and/or valley low in your life.

CARING CONVERSATIONS Ce

Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:
e What is something you are concemed about or that worries you?
® Jesus comes to bring peace. How do you experience the peace that Jesus brings?

DEVOTIONS ‘@

Read: Matthew 3:1-12.

In the Bible the wilderness is a place of repentance, cleansing, and renewal. With John the
Baptist, something quite dramaticis happening in the wilderness: preparing for the coming of
Jesusinto our world and lives. The coming of Jesus represents the ultimate experience of
repentance, cleansing, and renewal by living in a way that bears good fruit and that shows love
for God and neighbor. John sounds harsh with words of judgment, not peace and hope.
However, God’s work of judgment isits own act of preparation and renewal. God’s judgment
promises to put an end to sin, death, and evil. Thatis our great hope.

Discuss: In the world today, where do you look for God’s power of renewal and peace?

Pray: Lord Jesus, come into our lives and cleanse us of all that is within us that is not part of
your kingdom of hope, peace, joy, and love. Amen.

SERVICE &Ff

Jesus calls us to serve our neighborin love. Based on the Daily Bible Readings and theme for
this week, how can you bear good fruit and show kindness to those in need?

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS ﬁ

This week light two candles on the Advent wreath: the Candle of Hope and the Candle of
Peace. The Candle of Peace reflects God’s peaceful kingdom.

Leader: This is the second week of Advent. Advent means coming. We are waiting and
watching for the coming of Christ. Let us light the Candles of Hope and Peace.

[Light two candles]

All: The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the
lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. (Isaiah 11:6)

Leader: Let us walk in the light of Christ that gives us peace.

Pray: Lord Jesus Christ, we await your coming with hope and peace. May we walk in the light
of the Lord and live in peace with all that you have made. Amen.
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In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestonesin your daily life as an
effective faith formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org



