Trinity's Weekly Connection

This Week at Trinity Lutheran Church

Sunday, December 14
Jiffy Muffin Mix Drive concludes
Traditional Worship, 8 a.m.
Rejoice Worship Service (Rejoice Band), 9:15 a.m.
Sunday School, 9:15 a.m.
Live Streaming of Worship, 9:15 and 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Christmas Program and Worship 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Christmas Program Cookie

Reception, 11:30 a.m.
Stephen Ministry Continuing Education, 12:30 p.m.
Stephen Ministry Peer Support, 1:30 p.m.
Christmas Tea, 3 p.m.
Advent Grace Group, 4:30 p.m.
Vox GR Rehearsal, 6:30 p.m.
High School Advent Grace Group, 6:30 p.m.

Monday, December 15

Finance, 9 a.m.

Core Fitness & Flexibility, 9:30 a.m.

Schubert Male Chorus Board Meeting, 5:30 p.m.
Beyond Belief Rehearsal, 6:30 p.m.

Advent Grace Group, 6:30 p.m.

Vox GR Rehearsal, 6:30 p.m.

Tuesday, December 16

Tuesday Women's Bible Study, 9:30 a.m.
Tai Chi, 10:15a.m.

Advent Grace Group, 10:30 a.m.

Staff Christmas Luncheon, noon

Advent Grace Group, 1:30 p.m.

Piano Recital, 6 p.m.

Vox GR Rehearsal, 6:30 p.m.

Tuesday Book Club, 7 p.m.

Wednesday, December 17

Core Fitness & Flexibility, 9:30 a.m.
Advent Grace Group, 10:30 a.m.
Advent Grace Group, 5:15 p.m.
Midweek Advent Supper, 5:30 p.m.
Advent Evening Prayer, 6:30 p.m.
Vox GR Rehearsal, 6:30 p.m.

Cub Scout Pack 3015, 6:30 p.m.
Fit4dMom, 6:45 p.m.

Thursday, December 18
Advent Grace Group, 7 a.m.

Tai Chi, 10:15 a.m.

Bridge, 1 p.m.

Volunteer at In The Image, 1 p.m.
Resound Bell Rehearsal, 6 p.m.
Vox GR Rehearsal, 6:30 p.m.
Advent Grace Group, 6:30 p.m.
Choosing Peace & Serenity, 7p.m.
Trinity Choir Rehearsal, 7:15 p.m.

Friday, December 19
Friday Women'’s Bible Study, 9:30 a.m.
Vox GR Rehearsal, 6:30 p.m.

Saturday, December 20
Brass Rehearsal, 10 a.m.

Vox GR Dress Rehearsal, 1 p.m.

Celebration of Music Concert Series: Vox GR, 5:30 p.m.

Sunday, December 21
Traditional Worship, 8 a.m.

Rejoice Worship Service (Beyond Belief), 9:15 a.m.
Sunday School, 9:15 a.m.

Live Streaming of Worship, 9:15 and 10:45 a.m.
Advent Grace Group, 4:30 p.m.

High School Advent Grace Group, 6:30 p.m.

Sunday, December 14, 2025 — Third Sunday of Advent

Trinity Members in Our Prayers

We pray for Trinity members in times of illness,
hospitalization, rehabilitation and recovery:

Bob Carlson, Barb Crossman, Tom Fredrickson, Joe
Fisher, Eric Gohlke, Bob Heine, Marilyn Leese, Meri
Leidel, Tom Mannisto, Marian Schaible, Gloria
Vonderheide, and Natalie Yeager.

We also lift up Trinity families mourning the loss of
loved ones: Breaugh family, Robin Cymbal, Brenda

and Steve Heacock, Sharon Hoebeke, Meri Leidel,
Kirsti and Aaron Pearsall, and Joyce Snyder.

Contact the church office to be added to the prayer
list. Names remain on the list for 3 months unless
otherwise requested.

We also lift up in prayer this week the Pastor Robert
Martin and the people of Christ Lutheran Church in
Michigan Center, partners with us in mission and
ministry in the North/West Lower Michigan Synod,
ELCA.

Altar Flowers December 14

Today's Rejoice worship flowers are given by Steve and
Brenda Heacock in loving memory of their daughter
Kirsten.

Readings & Hymns for December 14

Isaiah 35:1-10 James 5:7-10
Psalm 146:5-10 Matthew 11:2-11

#9071  Now the Heavens Start to Whisper (purple)
#288  Good Christian Friends, Rejoice (red book)
#292  Love Has Come (red book)

Assisting in Worship This Morning

8a.m.

Sacristan: Kris Baker

Lector: Marcia Schaner

Communion Assistants: Betty Hall, Carrie Wygmans
Ushers: Dale Barkema, Elaine Rongey

9:15 a.m.
Beyond Belief band leading worship
Sacristan: Tricia Diener
Lector: Steve Heacock
Communion Assistants: Sandra Sudak, Joanna Waite
Ushers: Mark Baker, Dave & Carrie Boer,
Mark Hagbom & Sally Mahoney

10:45 a.m.

Sacristan: Joe & Marybeth laria

Lector: Dale Volkerding

Communion Assistants: John & Kris Fox, Dolly Lowe,

Steve Heacock

Ushers: Chris Becker, Jim & Sue Coates, John Derbin,
Don Kishman

Acolyte: Tristan Derbin

Bread Baker: Carrie Lamb, Jesca Westra
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Advent iS a season ijoy, Take a moment to tell or think about a recent mountain high and/or valley low in your life.
DAILY BIBLE READINGS CARING CONVERSATIONS @
""""""""""""""""""""""""" Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:
These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday. e Whenisatime you have been filled with joy?

e In what ways does God’s love for us bring joy?
Sunday Matthew 11:2-11 Jesus and John the Baptist .
Monday Isaiah 35:1-10 The return to Zion DEVOTIONS ‘@

y y " Read: Isaiah 35:1-10.

Tuesday James 5:7-10 Patience in suffering The people of Israel were exiled far from home, imprisoned in Babylon, a foreign land. The

people were wondering if there was a future for them. Did the God of Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob abandon them? We can ask similar questions. Will our children have faith? Has our Lord
Thursday Nehemiah 8:9-12 Ezra reads God’s Law abandoned us? To all such concerns and questions Isaiah responds with unbelievable images of
God doing amazing things: the blind will see; the deaf will hear; the lame will walk; and those

Wednesday 1 Thessalonians 5:12-23 A final greeting

F"day Phlhpp'ans 4:4-9 Paul encourages the peOple who can’t talk will sing for joy. God makes the impossible, possible. Advent reminds us of God’s
Saturday Psalm 146:5-10 Praise for God’s help power and promise that is like no other. Advent is a time for joy and being patient for God to
do what only God can do, that is, save God’s people.
Sunday Matthew 1:18-25 God is with us Discuss: How does God’s promise of care for our daily needs bring you joy?
Pray: Come, Lord Jesus, help us to trust your amazing healing power for our lives and our
SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK world. Amen.
Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf SERVICE U

unstopped, then the lame shall Ieap like a deer’ and the tongue Of the Jesuscallsus to serve our neighborin love. Based on the Daily Bible Readings and theme for

speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and this week, how can you help supply daily needs to those in your community who are dealing
streams in the desert. Isaiah 35:5-6 (NRSV) with hardships?
&
PRAYERS AND BLESSING RITUALS AND TRADITIONS &
This week light three candles on the Advent wreath: The Candle of Hope, the Candle of Peace,
A Prayer for the We_ek: i ] ) ' and the Candle of Joy. The Candle of Joy reflects the joyful return of God’s people to Zion.
Lord God, you who bring healing, hope, and joy to the world, give us the faith to trust your Leader: This is the third week of Advent. Advent means coming. We are waiting for the
never-ending care through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen. coming of Christ. Let us light the Candles of Hope, Peace, and Joy.
[Light three candles]
Mealtime Prayer: All: Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then the
Dear God, you who made heaven and earth, we thank you for this food, a sign of your lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall
never-failing love. Amen. (Psalm 146:6) break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert. (Isaiah 35:5-6)
Leader: Let us walk in the light of Christ that gives us joy.
A Blessing to Give: Pray: Lord Jesus Christ, we await your coming with hope, peace, and joy. May we see with
May you receive joy and gladness through Jesus Christ. the eyes of faith the work of your kingdom in our lives and world. Amen.
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LESION 5 ; < LESION In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestonesin your daily life as an
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ML TRY effective faith formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org



