Trinity's Weekly Connection

Sunday, December 21, 2025 — Fourth Sunday of Advent

This Week at Trinity Lutheran Church

Sunday, December 21

Family Promise Support

Traditional Worship, 8 a.m.

Rejoice Worship Service (Beyond Belief), 9:15 a.m.
Sunday School, 9:15 a.m.

Live Streaming of Worship, 9:15 and 10:45 a.m.
Advent Grace Group, 4:30 p.m.

High School Advent Grace Group, 6:30 p.m.

Monday, December 22

Family Promise Support

Finance, 9 a.m.

Rejoice Band Rehearsal, 6:30 p.m.

Tuesday, December 23
Family Promise Support

Wednesday, December 24
Christmas Eve Service of Candlelight, 3 p.m.

Christmas Eve Service of Candlelight, 5 p.m.

Christmas Eve Dinner for Pastors & Musicians, 5:30 p.m.

Christmas Eve Service of Candlelight, 7 p.m.
Christmas Eve Service of Candlelight, 9 p.m.

Thursday, December 25
Christmas Day, office is closed

Friday, December 26
Family Promise Support

Saturday, December 27
Family Promise Support

Private Party, 4 p.m.

Sunday, December 28
Traditional Worship, 8 a.m.

Rejoice Worship Service (Rejoice), 9:15 a.m.
Sunday School, 9:15 a.m.
Live Streaming of Worship, 9:15 and 10:45 a.m.

Assisting in Worship This Morning

8a.m.

Sacristan: Carrie Wygmans

Lector: Carrie Wygmans

Communion Assistants: Nancy Morrison, Elaine Rongey
Ushers: Erick Kind, Chad & Jenna Mencarelli

Acolyte: Everett Phillips

9:15 a.m.

Beyond Belief band leading worship

Sacristan: Steve Heacock

Lector: Lisa Mead

Communion Assistants: Marge Willman, Karen Unruh
Ushers: Ed Lohr, Jim Willman

10:45 a.m.
Cantor: Mark Stover
Sacristan: Jan Jacobson, Nancy Mattson
Lector: Beth Vanderwall
Communion Assistants: Chris & Joanna Kutschinski
Ushers: Steve Cairns, Joe & Marybeth laria,
Lois McCardell
Acolyte: Katarina Lundgren

Bread Baker: Carrie Lamb, Jesca Westra

*

Merry Clhrlstmas

Trinity Members in Our Prayers

We pray for Trinity members in times of illness,
hospitalization, rehabilitation and recovery:

Bob Carlson, Barb Crossman, Tom Fredrickson, Joe
Fisher, Eric Gohlke, Bob Heine, Marilyn Leese, Meri
Leidel, Tom Mannisto, Jacqueline Riegling, Marian
Schaible, Gloria Vonderheide, and Natalie Yeager.

We also lift up Trinity families mourning the loss of
loved ones: Breaugh family, Robin Cymbal, Brenda

and Steve Heacock, Sharon Hoebeke, Meri Leidel,
Kirsti and Aaron Pearsall, Joyce Snyder, and Joan
Walls.

Contact the church office to be added to the prayer
list. Names remain on the list for 3 months unless
otherwise requested.

We also lift up in prayer this week the Pastor Jeffrey
Gramza and the people of Trinity Lutheran Church in
Midland, partners with us in mission and ministry in
the North/West Lower Michigan Synod, ELCA.

Readings & Hymns for December 21

Isaiah 7:10-16
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19

Romans 1:1-7
Matthew 1:18-25

#257 0 Come, O Come, Emmanuel (red book)
#1093 In a Deep, Unbounded Darkness (purple book)
#487  What Feast of Love (red book)

#266  All Earth Is Hopeful (red book)

For your safety, when it snows, please avoid parking
on the hill near the kitchen entrance. This hill
becomes very icy!
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Advent is a season of love.
DAILY BIBLE READINGS

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.

Sunday Matthew 1:18-25 God is with us

Monday Isaiah 7:10-16 A son named Immanuel
Tuesday Romans 1:1-7 A salutation
Wednesday Luke 2:1-20 The birth of Jesus

Thursday John 1:1-14 The Word became flesh
Friday Isaiah 9:2-7 A child is born
Saturday Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 Israel’s restoration
Sunday Matthew 2:13-23 The escape to Egypt

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK

“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him
Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.” Matthew 1:23 (NRSV)

A Prayer for the Week:
Almighty and everlasting God, may the birth of Jesus remind us of your promise of salvation and
lead us to trustin you and to serve and love others with thankful hearts. Amen.

Mealtime Prayer:
Lord Jesus Christ, may this food give strength to our bodies and faith, hope, and love to our souls.
Amen.

A Blessing to Give:
May the love of God bless you with peace.
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WEEKLY MILESTONES

Take a moment to tell or think about a recent mountain high and/or valley low in your life.

CARING CONVERSATIONS Ge®

Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:
e What do you do to show love for someone?
e How does the birth of Jesus show the love of God for all the world?

DEVOTIONS &

Read: Romans 1:1-7.

The birth of Jesusis not about the sweet presence of a smiling baby. It is about the work of God
to save the world by entering our experience and being with us (Matthew 1:23). Oursis the
God who promised this beforehand through the prophets, who has come in the flesh in the line
of King David, who rose from the dead and is recognized as the Son of God. We are the beloved
of God and named holy. With the birth of Jesus comes the fulfillment of God’s action to change
the world of darkness and despair to the dwelling place of God’s loving and saving presence for
all the world. It indudes a divine assignment to love all people with the good news of Jesus
Christ. This is what Advent, Christmas, and the Christian faith are all about.

Discuss: How is this kind of love more of an action than a feeling?

Pray: Dear God, we thank you for entering our world and our lives with hope and love. Help
us to love the world you love in the name of Jesus, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

SERVICE ¢f

Jesus calls us to serve our neighborin love. Based on the Daily Bible Readings and theme for
this week, how can you share God’s love with someone in need?

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS i

This week light four candles on the Advent wreath: the Candle of Hope, the Candle of Peace,
the Candle of Joy, and the Candle of Love. The Candle of Love reflects how God showed love
forus by sending Jesus to be with us. During this Advent season we pray for the hope, peace,
joy, and love of God through Jesus Christ.

Leader: This is the fourth week of Advent. Advent means coming. We are waiting and
watching for the coming of Christ. Let us light the candles of Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love.
[Light four candles]

All: “Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,”
which means, “God is with us.” (Matthew 1:23)

Leader: Let us walk in the light of Christ that gives us love.

Pray: Lord Jesus Christ, we await your coming with hope, peace, joy, and love. May we see
with the eyes of faith the work of your kingdom in our lives and world. Amen.
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In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestonesin your daily life as an
effective faith formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org



