Trinity's Weekly Connection

Sunday, December 28, 2025 — First Sunday of Christmas

This Week at Trinity Lutheran Church

Sunday, December 28

Traditional Worship with Lessons and Carols, 8 a.m.
Rejoice Worship Service (Rejoice), 9:15 a.m.

Sunday School, 9:15 a.m.

Live Streaming of Worship, 9:15 and 10:45 a.m.

Traditional Worship with Lessons and Carols, 10:45 a.m.

Monday, December 29
Finance, 9 a.m.

Beyond Belief Band Rehearsal, 6 p.m.

Tuesday, December 30

Wednesday, December 31

Thursday, January 1
Happy New Year! office is closed

Friday, January 2

Saturday, January 3

Sunday, January 4
Traditional Worship, 8 a.m.

Rejoice Worship Service (Beyond Belief), 9:15 a.m.
First Sunday of the Month Bible Study, 9:15 a.m.
Sunday School, 9:15 a.m.

Live Streaming of Worship, 9:15 and 10:45 a.m.
Traditional Worship, 10:45 a.m.

Middle School Youth Group, 2 p.m.

Confirmation Class, 3 p.m.

High School Youth Group, 6:30 p.m.

Assisting in Worship This Morning

8a.m.
Sacristan: Elaine Rongey

Lectors: Sheila Talsma, Jude Westra, Debbie Duckworth,

Jesca Westra
Communion Assistants: Marcia Schaner, Sue Wait
Ushers: Bob Carwell, Jack Reichert

9:15 a.m.

Rejoice band leading worship

Sacristan: Kim Hysell

Lector: Pam Burkle, Tess Lundgren, Carol Butler,
Nora Lamb

Communion Assistants: Kim Brock, Kim Hysell

Ushers: Brad & Pam Burkle, Karen Nagle, Pat Radloff

10:45 a.m.
Sacristan: Dolly Lowe
Lector: Steven Unruh, Gale Volkerding, Fritz Kilcrease,
Jim Coates
Communion Assistants: David Marquardt,
Lois McCardell
Ushers: Chris Becker, Kara Day, Riley Day, James Day

Bread Baker: Carrie Lamb, Jesca Westra

For your safety, when it snows, please avoid parking
on the hill near the kitchen entrance. This hill
becomes very icy!

Trinity Members in Our Prayers

We pray for Trinity members in times of illness,
hospitalization, rehabilitation and recovery:

Bob Carlson, Barb Crossman, Tom Fredrickson, Joe
Fisher, Eric Gohlke, Bob Heine, Dewayne Ide, Sherri
Ide, Marilyn Leese, Meri Leidel, Tom Mannisto,
Jacqueline Riegling, Marian Schaible, Gloria
Vonderheide, and Natalie Yeager.

We also lift up Trinity families mourning the loss of
loved ones: Mark and Kris Baker, Breaugh family,
Robin Cymbal, Brenda and Steve Heacock, Sharon
Hoebeke, Meri Leidel, Kirsti and Aaron Pearsall,
Joyce Snyder, and Joan Walls.

Contact the church office to be added to the prayer
list. Names remain on the list for 3 months unless
otherwise requested.

We also lift up in prayer this week Pastor Mary
Hughes and the people of Trinity Lutheran Church in
Millersburg, partners with us in mission and ministry
in the North/West Lower Michigan Synod, ELCA.

Readings & Hymns for December 28

Service of Lessons and Carols for Christmas

Genesis 1:1-5, 14-18
Micah 5:2-5a

Luke 1:26-35, 38
Luke 2:8-20

John 1:1-14

#289  Once in Royal David's City (red book)
#642 | Wonder as | Wonder (With One Voice)
#279 O Little Town of Bethlehem (red book)

#265  The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came (red book)

#290  Go Tell It on the Mountain (red book)
#292  Love Has Come (red book)
#248  Angels from the Realms of Glory (red book)
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The coming of Christ brings joy but causes fear.
DAILY BIBLE READINGS

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.

Sunday Matthew 2:13-23 The escape to Egypt

Monday Isaiah 63:7-9 God’s mercy remembered
Tuesday Hebrews 2:10-18 Jesus the high priest

Wednesday Psalm 103:1-5 Thanksgiving for God’s goodness
Thursday Isaiah 41:8-13 Israel assured of God’s help
Friday Exodus 1:15—2:10 Moses is born to a slave people
Saturday Psalm 148 Let all things praise the Lord
Sunday John 1:1-18 The Word became flesh

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK

Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appears to Joseph in a
dream and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt,
and remain there until | tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child,
to destroy him.” Matthew 2:13 (NRSV)

A Prayer for the Week:
Dear merdful God, bring your comfort and protection to all who experience violence and
suffering, through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Mealtime Prayer:
We thank you for this food; may all who journey through life experiendng hunger be blessed with
the food you give. Amen.

A Blessing to Give:
May our Lord and Savior lift you up in love.
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WEEKLY MILESTONES

Take a moment to tell or think about a recent mountain high and/or valley low in your life.

CARING CONVERSATIONS Ge®

Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:
e Whenis atime you or someone you know needed protection? What happened?
® |s there atime when you have felt God’s protection? Explain.

DEVOTIONS ‘8

Read: Matthew 2:13-23.

Christmas time is a wonderful opportunity to sing Christmas hymns, see beautiful lights and
contemplate peace on earth. However, Matthew 2 brings us back to the daily anxieties and
violence that continue around us. Innocent children are slaughtered because a king fears for
his power. The slaughter of innocent children continues to this day because of fearful leaders.
The holy family flees to a land that once enslaved God’s people, yet there the family is
protected. People seek protection today as refugees in historic numbers. Christ’s birth is
powerful because sin and death remain realities. Christ’s birth brings violence from those who
fear God’s design and rule. The life of the church is the life of faithful and courageous
opposition to all powers that are an affront to the salvation of God in Jesus Christ.

Discuss: Where have you seen peace and justice shared with refugeesin today’s world?
Pray: O, Holy Jesus, your path of love and salvation brings hope to a world that needs your
care and grace. Blessed be the name of the Lord. Amen.

SERVICE &f

Jesus calls us to serve our neighborin love. Based on the Daily Bible Readings and theme for
this week, how can you help care for refugees or homeless people near you?

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS i

Read Psalm 148. As you are reading, highlight or drcle the word praise in each verse. Make a
list of all the things in God’s creation that are praising God throughout Psalm 148 (for example:
the sun, the moon, and even sea monsters!). Take a moment to read through the list. Think or
talk about what you can add to the list that you praise God for (for example: friends, family,
and pets).

Say: Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise him in the heights! Praise the
Lord! (Psalm 148:1)

J @
MILESJONES

MINISTRY

In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily life as an
effective faith formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org



