Trinity's Weekly Connection

This Week at Trinity Lutheran Church

Sunday, January 4
Traditional Worship, 8 a.m.

Children’s Ministry Leader Training, 9 a.m.

Rejoice Worship Service (Beyond Belief), 9:15 a.m.
First Sunday of the Month Bible Study, 9:15 a.m.
Sunday School, 9:15 a.m.

Live Streaming of Worship, 9:15 and 10:45 a.m.
Traditional Worship, 10:45 a.m.

Middle School Youth Group, 2 p.m.

Confirmation Class, 3 p.m.

High School Youth Group, 6:30 p.m.

Monday, January 5
Finance, 9 a.m.

Volunteer—In The Image, 1 p.m.
Stephen Leaders Meeting, 1:30 p.m.
Rejoice Band Rehearsal, 6 p.m.
Property Committee Meeting, 6 p.m.
Oasis Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m.

Tuesday, January 6
LWR Quilting, 9:30 a.m.

Tuesday Women's Bible Study, 9:30 a.m.
Staff Meeting, 1 p.m.

Grand Rapids Community Chorus Rehearsal, 6 p.m.

Scout Troop 290, 6:30 p.m.
Overlook Gallery New Art Installation, 6:30 p.m.
Executive Committee Meeting, 6:30 p.m.

Wednesday, January 7
Joy in January, 9:30 a.m.

Outreach Committee Meeting, noon

Thursday, January 8
Helping Hands Committee Meeting, 9:30 a.m.

Resound Bell Rehearsal, 6 p.m.
Choosing Peace and Serenity AFG, 7 p.m.
Trinity Choir Rehearsal, 7:15 p.m.

Friday, January 9
Friday Women'’s Book Club, 9:30 a.m.

Pr. Frank Rothfuss Discussion Group, 1:30 p.m.

Saturday, January 10
Game Night & Potluck, 5:30 p.m.

Sunday, January 11
Traditional Worship, 8 a.m.

Rejoice Worship Service (Rejoice band), 9:15 a.m.
First Sunday of the Month Bible Study, 9:15 a.m.
Sunday School, 9:15 a.m.

Live Streaming of Worship, 9:15 and 10:45 a.m.
Stay & Play, 10 a.m.

Traditional Worship, 10:45 a.m.

Stephen Ministry Continuing Education, 12:30 p.m.
Stephen Ministry Peer Support, 1:30 p.m.

Middle School Youth Group, 2 p.m.

Confirmation Class, 3 p.m.

High School Youth Group, 6:30 p.m.

Sunday, January 4, 2026 — Epiphany of Our Lord

Baptism Today

Today at 9:15 a.m. we welcome Adorah A'mpirhe
Muganza into the Body of Christ by the waters of
Holy Baptism. Adorah is the daughter of Christophe
and Benita Muganza.

Assisting in Worship This Morning

8a.m.
Sacristan: Cathy Olson
Lector: Dale Barkema

Communion Assistants: Kim Brock, Debbie Duckworth

Ushers: Joel Westra, Jude Westra

9:15a.m.

Beyond Belief leading worship

Sacristan: Don & Judy Otten

Lector: Krysta Billock

Communion Assistants: Kris Baker, Kathy Bush

Ushers: Todd Brandstadt, Ethan Guis, Ed Lohr,
Lisa Mead

10:45 a.m.

Cantor: Mark Stover
Sacristan: Lois McCardell
Lector: Ginger Young

Communion Assistants: Tess Lundgren, Kurt Leopold

Ushers: Brad Kessel, David Marquardt, Scott Stoll,
Bill & Ginger Young

Bread Baker: Dawn Brackmann, Kris Fox

Trinity Members in Our Prayers

We pray for Trinity members in times of illness,
hospitalization, rehabilitation and recovery:

Bob Carlson, Barb Crossman, Tom Fredrickson, Joe
Fisher, Eric Gohlke, Bob Heine, Dewayne Ide, Sherri
Ide, Marilyn Leese, Meri Leidel, Tom Mannisto,
Jacqueline Riegling, Marian Schaible, Gloria
Vonderheide, and Natalie Yeager.

We also lift up Trinity families mourning the loss of
loved ones: Mark and Kris Baker, Breaugh family,
Robin Cymbal, Brenda and Steve Heacock, Sharon
Hoebeke, Meri Leidel, Kirsti and Aaron Pearsall,
Joyce Snyder, and Joan Walls.

Contact the church office to be added to the prayer
list. Names remain on the list for 3 months unless
otherwise requested.

We also lift up in prayer this week Pastor Dana
Hendershot and the people of Immanuel Lutheran
Church in Mr. Pleasant, partners with us in mission
and ministry in the North/West Lower Michigan
Synod, ELCA.

Readings & Hymns for January 4

Isaiah 60:1-6 Ephesians 3:1-12
Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 Matthew 2:1-12

#314  Arise, Your Light Has Come! (red book)
#300 The First Noel (red book)
#313 O Lord, Now Let Your Servant (red book)

For your safety, when it snows, please avoid parking
on the hill near the kitchen entrance. This hill
becomes very icy!
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God’s light shines through Jesus.
EPIPHANY BIBLE READINGS

Take time to read and reflect on these Bible passages as part of your
Epiphany observances.

Tuesday Isaiah 60:1-6 The glory of God shines on the people
Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 All shall bow down
Ephesians 3:1-12
Matthew 2:1-12

The gospel’s promise for all
The wise men worship Jesus

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR EPIPHANY

Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen
upon you. Isaiah 60:1 (NRSV)

PRAYERS AND BLESSING

A Prayer for Epiphany:
Dear God, in Jesus you show your glory to the nations. Come, Holy Spirit, bless all the nations of
the world with peace, joy, and love. Amen.

Mealtime Prayer:
Lord God, as the star shone over Bethlehem to reveal the presence of your Son, may this meal

remind us that this food is a gift of your love. Amen.

A Blessing to Give:
May the light of Christ bring you peace and joy.
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Take a moment to tell or think about a recent mountain high and/or valley low in your life.

CARING CONVERSATIONS @

Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:
e Whenis atime you were with someone from a different culture orreligion? Tell about
it.
e God used a star to lead the wise men to find Jesus, the Light of the World. What or who
has God used to lead you to Jesus?

DEVOTIONS 38

Read: Matthew 2:1-12.

People from another religion and another part of the ancient world used astrology to guide
them to Jesus, and it worked. God wants the world to be blessed by the light of Christ that
shines from Bethlehem to Jerusalem and on to the ends of the earth. Itis God’s powerful light
that has entered the darkness of fear. Not only is King Herod frightened by the message that a
king has been born to the Jews, but so are all the people of Jerusalem. Even the people faithful
to God’s reign are fearful. A new day that brings astonishing news signals a change and is
feared by all. We, ourselves, fear change, even if it has come to benefit us. The moment
something new happens to us, we lose a sense of control. In this reading, the change is about
God’s rule, God’s ways, and God’s love that shines brightly into a darkened world. Thanks be to
God for the light that breaks into the dark comers of our world and of our lives. Itis the only
light and only hope that really matters.

Discuss: When is a time that change was difficult for you? Where do you feel God was in that
moment?

Pray: Dear Jesus, bless us to see in you the one who takes our fears and worries and turns
them into joy and gladness. Amen.

SERVICE &f

Jesus calls us to serve our neighborin love. Based on the Epiphany Bible Readings and theme
for this day, how can you help or support someone who is going through dark times?

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS @

Epiphany is traditionally assodated with the blessing of homes as a place to welcome friends
and strangers. light a candle to symbolize Christ. Go from room to room as a group.

Pray: Lord Jesus, please bless this room and all that takes place here. Light this room and our
lives with your presence. Amen.

After you have gone throughout your home, use chalk to write above your entrance door:
20+C+M+B+26 (It stands for the year 2026, the traditional names of Caspar, Melchior, and
Balthasar given to the wise men, and also for Christus Mansionem Benedicat, which is Latin for
“Christ, bless this home.”)
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MILES|ONES In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily life as an
MENES TR effective faith formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org



