Trinity's Weekly Connection

This Week at Trinity Lutheran Church

Sunday, January 11
Clean Start to the New Year Appeal continues

Traditional Worship, 8 a.m.

Rejoice Worship Service (Rejoice band), 9:15 a.m.
First Sunday of the Month Bible Study, 9:15 a.m.
Sunday School, 9:15 a.m.

Live Streaming of Worship, 9:15 and 10:45 a.m.
Stay & Play, 10 a.m.

Traditional Worship, 10:45 a.m.

Council Meeting, 12:00 p.m.

Stephen Ministry Continuing Education, 12:30 p.m.
Stephen Ministry Peer Support, 1:30 p.m.

Middle School Youth Group, 2 p.m.

Confirmation Class, 3 p.m.

High School Youth Group, 6:30 p.m.

Monday, January 12
The February Messenger Deadline

Finance, 9 a.m.

Core Fitness & Flexibility, 9:30 a.m.
WOW Teal, 11:30 a.m.

Safety & Security, 5:30 p.m.

Beyond Belief Band Rehearsal, 6 p.m.

Tuesday, January 13
LWR Quilting, 9:30 a.m.

Tuesday Women's Bible Study, 9:30 a.m.

Tai Chi, 10 a.m.

Grand Rapids Community Chorus Rehearsal, 6 p.m.
Mutual Ministries Meeting, 6 p.m.

Scout Troop 290, 6:30 p.m.

Pr. Frank Rothfuss Discussion Group, 7 p.m.

Wednesday, January 14
Core Fitness & Flexibility, 9:30 a.m.

Joy in January, 10 a.m.
Fit4Mom, 6:45 p.m.

Thursday, January 15
Tai Chi, 10 a.m.

Bridge, 1 p.m.

Volunteer at In The Image, 1 p.m.
Resound Bell Choir, 6 p.m.

Choosing Peace & Serenity AFG, 7 p.m.
Trinity Choir Rehearsal, 7:15 p.m.

Friday, January 16
Friday Women'’s Bible Study, 9:30 a.m.

Scholarship Committee Meeting, 10 a.m.

Saturday, January 17
Men's Breakfast, 8 a.m.

Sunday, January 18
Traditional Worship, 8 a.m.

Rejoice Worship Service (Beyond Belief), 9:15 a.m.
Sunday School, 9:15 a.m.
Live Streaming of Worship, 9:15 and 10:45 a.m.
Traditional Worship, 10:45 a.m.
Annual Meeting of the Congregation
and Potluck, 11:45 a.m.
Middle School Youth Group, 2 p.m.
Confirmation Class, 3 p.m.
High School Youth Group, 6:30 p.m.

Sunday, January 11, 2026 — Baptism of Our Lord

Baptism Today

Today at 10:45 a.m. we welcome Rowan Jon Garvey into
the Body of Christ by the waters of Holy Baptism. Rowan

is the son of Blake and Samantha Garvey and his big
brother is Theodore.

Assisting in Worship This Morning

8a.m.

Sacristan: Carrie Wygmans

Lector: Kim Brock

Communion Assistants: Betty Hall, Nancy Morrison
Ushers: Dale Barkema, Elaine Rongey

9:15a.m.

Rejoice Band leading worship

Sacristan: Steve Stephan

Lector: Brad Burkle

Communion Assistants: Dan & Carol Butler

Ushers: Mark Baker, Dave & Carrie Boer,
Mark Hagbom & Sally Mahoney

Acolytes: Sarah Hatkowski, Alexis Mason

10:45 a.m.

Cantor: Steve Feutz

Sacristan: John & Elizabeth Derbin

Lector: Chris Becker

Communion Assistants: Dolly Lowe, Chris Norton

Ushers: Jim & Sue Coates, John Derbin, Don Kishman,

Kurt Leopold

Bread Baker: Dawn Brackmann, Kris Fox

Trinity Members in Our Prayers

We pray for Trinity members in times of illness,
hospitalization, rehabilitation and recovery:

Steve Ardolino, Kathy Bush, Bob Carlson, Barb
Crossman, Jon Ferguson, Joe Fisher, Tom
Fredrickson, Mary Frick, Eric Gohlke, Bob Heine,
Dewayne Ide, Sherri Ide, Marilyn Leese, Meri Leidel,
Tom Mannisto, Jacqueline Riegling, Marian
Schaible, Joyce Snyder, Gloria Vonderheide, and
Natalie Yeager.

We also lift up Trinity families mourning the loss of
loved ones: Mark and Kris Baker, Breaugh family,
Robin Cymbal, Brenda and Steve Heacock, Sharon
Hoebeke, Meri Leidel, Kirsti and Aaron Pearsall,
Joyce Snyder, and Joan Walls.

Contact the church office to be added to the prayer
list. Names remain on the list for 3 months unless
otherwise requested.

We also lift up in prayer this week Pastor William
Uetricht and the people of First Lutheran Church in
Muskegon, partners with us in mission and ministry
in the North/West Lower Michigan Synod, ELCA.

Readings & Hymns for January 11

Isaiah 42:1-9 Acts 3:1-12
Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 Matthew 2:1-12

#310  Songs of Thankfulness and Praise (red book)
#916  Down Galilee’s Slow Roadways (purple book)
#551  The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve (red book)

For your safety, when it snows, please avoid parking
on the hill near the kitchen entrance. This hill
becomes very icy!
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Jesus is declared as God’s beloved Son.
DAILY BIBLE READINGS

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.

Sunday Matthew 3:13-17
Monday Isaiah 42:1-9
Tuesday Acts 10:34-43
Wednesday Matthew 1:1-17
Thursday Matthew 2:13-23

The baptism of Jesus

The Lord’s servant

Gentiles hear the good news
Genealogy of Jesus the Messiah
Going to and return from Egypt

Friday Acts 8:26-40 An Ethiopian is baptized
Saturday Psalm 29 Voice of God in a storm
Sunday John 1:29-42 Jesus, the Lamb of God

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK

And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom |
am well pleased.” Matthew 3:17 (NRSV)

PRAYERS AND BLESSING

A Prayer for the Week:

Almighty God, we thank you for your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who comes to fulfill your promise

of life and salvation for all. Amen.

Mealtime Prayer:
God bless this food. God bless this day. God keep us safe in every way. Amen.

A Blessing to Give:
May the Lord give you strength and bless you with peace. (Psalm 29:11)
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Take a moment to tell or think about a recent mountain high and/or valley low in your life.

CARING CONVERSATIONS G®

Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:
e What do you know about your own baptism or recall about a baptism you have seen?
e How is God’s love and approval at Jesus’ baptism important to his future work?

DEVOTIONS &

Read: Matthew 3:13-17.

We can quickly move from Jesus’ baptism to wonder about our own. What can be missed is a
focus on the importance of Jesus’ baptism as a statement of who Jesusis. We are not the
savior of the world, Jesus is. Jesus fulfills the righteous intent of God announced by the law and
the prophets, not us. Jesus’ presence announces God’s ruling activity among Israel and the
nations. Jesus’ life fulfilled by the word of the prophetsleads to his baptism and the divine
voice from heaven that points to Jesus as the Christ, the anointed one. Itis good to reflect on
our own baptism and do so in a way that finds comfort and meaning in the identity of who
Jesusis, whose own baptism stands alone to announce that God’s will is fulfilled in this one and
this one alone.

Discuss: What does it mean to you that God calls Jesus, “My Son, the Beloved?

Pray: Almighty and living God, we give thanks for Jesus’ baptism that announces that he is
the one who comes as your Son and enters the world as our Savior and Lord. Amen.

SERVICE ¢

Jesus calls us to serve our neighborin love. Based on the Daily Bible Readings and theme for
this week, what does it mean to serve othersin Jesus’ name?

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS i

When we describe someone as beloved, it means we love that person dearly. God named Jesus
as beloved at his baptism. When we are baptized, we too, become a beloved member of God’s

family. Share in a ritual of baptismal remembrance. Place a bowl of water in the center of your

table. Dip a fingerin the water and make the sign of the cross on your own forehead or that of

another person.

Say: You are a beloved child of God marked with the cross of Christ forever.
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