Trinity's Weekly Connection

This Week at Trinity Lutheran Church

Sunday, January 25
Clean Start to the New Year continues

Traditional Worship, 8 a.m.

Rejoice Worship Service (Rejoice Band), 9:15 a.m.

Sunday School, 9:15 a.m.

Live Streaming of Worship, 9:15 and 10:45 a.m.

Light Brunch for Meal Packers, 10 a.m.to 1 p.m

Kids Coalition Against Hunger (KCAH) Meal Packlng
Event, 10:15 a.m.

Traditional Worship, 10:45 a.m.

Celebration of Music Concert Series: There's Always
Room for CELL-0, 3 p.m.

HS Youth Group Outing, 6 p.m.

Monday, January 26
Finance, 9 a.m.

Core Fitness & Flexibility, 9:30 a.m.

Beyond Belief Rehearsal, 6 p.m.

Health Ministries Committee Meeting, 6:30 p.m.
Schubert Male Chorus Rehearsal, 7 p.m.

Tuesday, January 27
Council on Aging, 8 a.m.

Tuesday Women'’s Bible Study, 9:30 a.m.

Tai Chi, 10 a.m.

LWR Quilting, 10:30 a.m.

Grand Rapids Community Chorus Rehearsal, 6 p.m.
Scout Troop 290, 6:30 p.m.

Stephen Ministries Continuing Education, 6:30 p.m.
Stephen Ministries Peer Support, 7:30 p.m.

Wednesday, January 28
Core Fitness & Flexibility, 9:30 a.m.

Joy in January, 10 a.m.
Cub Scout Pack 3015, 6:30 p.m.
Fit4dMom, 7:30 p.m.

Thursday, January 29
Tai Chi, 10 a.m.

Resound Bell Choir, 6 p.m.
Choosing Peace & Serenity AFG, 7 p.m.
Trinity Choir Rehearsal, 7:15 p.m.

Friday, January 30
Friday Women'’s Bible Study, 9:30 a.m.

Saturday, January 31

Sunday, February 1
Clean Start to the New Year continues

Traditional Worship, 8 a.m.

Rejoice Worship Service (Beyond Belief), 9:15 a.m.
Sunday School, 9:15 a.m.

Live Streaming of Worship, 9:15 and 10:45 a.m.
Traditional Worship, 10:45 a.m.

Grace Group Facilitator Training & Lunch, noon
Middle School Service Projects, 3 p.m.

High School Youth Group, 6:30 p.m.

Sunday, January 25, 2026 — Third Sunday after Epiphany

Assisting in Worship This Morning

8a.m.

Sacristan: Kris Baker

Lector: Chas Schaner

Communion Assistants: Marcia Schaner, Sue Wait
Ushers: Bob Carwell, Jack Reichert, Skip Franklin
Acolyte: Everett Phillips

9:15a.m.

Rejoice Band leading worship

Sacristan: Lisa Mead

Lector: Dan Butler

Communion Assistants: Steve Heacock, Tess Lundgren

Ushers: Brad & Pam Burkle, Bill Bush, Karen Nagle,
Steve Bennett, Nate Bennett

10:45 a.m.

Cantors: Trinity Choir

Sacristans: Steve Johnson & H.J. Slider

Lector: Jim Boles

Communion Assistants: Karen Unruh, Beth Vanderwall
Ushers: Chris Becker, Kara Day, Riley Day, James Day

Bread Baker: Dawn Brackmann, Kris Fox

Trinity Members in Our Prayers

We pray for Trinity members in times of illness,
hospitalization, rehabilitation and recovery:

Steven Ardolino, Kathy Bush, Bob Carlson, Barb
Crossman, Jon Ferguson, Joe Fisher, Tom
Fredrickson, Mary Frick, Gene Gunderson, Bob
Heine, Dewayne Ide, Marilyn Leese, Meri Leidel, Tom
Mannisto, Dorothy Postema, Jacqueline Riegling,
Marian Schaible, Joyce Snyder, Gloria Vonderheide,
Natalie Yeager, and Kay Zeaman.

We also lift up Trinity families mourning the loss of
loved ones: Mark and Kris Baker, Robin Cymbal,
Brenda and Steve Heacock, Jan Jacobson, Meri
Leidel, Kirsti and Aaron Pearsall, Joyce Snyder, and
Joan Walls.

Contact the church office to be added to the prayer
list. Names remain on the list for 3 months unless
otherwise requested.

We also lift up in prayer this week Pastor Sarah
Samuelson and the people of Trinity Lutheran
Church in New Era, partners with us in mission and
ministry in the North/West Lower Michigan Synod,
ELCA.

Readings & Hymns for January 25

Isaiah 9:1-14 1 Corinthians 1:10-18
Psalm 27:1, 4-9 Matthew 4:12-23

#511  Thy Strong Word (red book)

#798  Will You Come and Follow Me (red book)
#461  All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly (red book)
#537  On Our Way Rejoicing (red book)

For your safety, when it snows, please avoid parking
on the hill near the kitchen entrance. This hill
becomes very icy!
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Jesus lights our way, calling us to follow him.
DAILY BIBLE READINGS

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.

Sunday Matthew 4:12-23 Jesus calls his first disciples
Monday Isaiah 9:1-4 A new day is coming
Tuesday 1 Corinthians 1:10-18  Divisions in the church

Wednesday Isaiah 42:1-9 A light to the nations

Thursday 2 Corinthians 4:1-12 Treasure in clay jars

Friday John 8:12-20 Jesus is the light of the world
Saturday Psalm 27:1, 4-9 Trust in God

Sunday Matthew 5:1-12 Sermon on the Mount

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who
lived in a land of deep darkness—on them light has shined.
Isaiah 9:2 (NRSV)

PRAYERS AND BLESSING

A Prayer for the Week:
Almighty God, you who reject sin and death, bring light and life to your world through Christ our
Lord. Amen.

Mealtime Prayer:
May this gift of food remind us of your light that shines in the world. We pray for all those in need
of food today. Amen.

A Blessing to Give:
May the light of Christ shine on you.
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Take a moment to tell or think about a recent mountain high and/or valley low in your life.

CARING CONVERSATIONS Ce

Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:
e What does the word “hope” mean to you? What gives you hope?
e In what ways does Jesus give his followers hope?

DEVOTIONS %8

Read: Matthew 4:12-23.

The Epiphany season continues with a focus on the reign of God made complete in Jesus. His
reign challenges every power and authority on earth. Jesus begins his public ministry when
hearing of the arrest of John the Baptist by the goveming powers. He moves from Nazareth to
Capernaum which is located in Zebulun and Naphtali. The land had been dominated by foreign
powers from the time of the Assyrians down to the Greeks and then the Romans. Now,
through Jesus, “the people who sat in darkness have seen a great light” (v. 16). Jesus’ reign
brings life, not death, light, not darkness. In Jesus the work and will of God shines brightly. He
gathers disdples and leads people into God’s reign of life and hope: “Jesus went throughout
Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and curing
every disease and every sickness among the people”(v. 23).

Discuss: Where do you experience the light of Christ in your life today?

Pray: The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall | fear? The Lord is the stronghold of
my life; of whom shall | be afraid? In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, amen.

SERVICE &f

Jesus calls us to serve our neighborin love. Based on the Daily Bible Readings and theme for
this week, how can you give hope to someone in need?

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS i

Epiphany is a season that emphasizes the light of Christ in the world so that we may follow
Jesus without fear. Make a list of things that can make you afraid. Light a candle and name
these fears aloud.

After each fear is named say: “The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall | fear? The
Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall | be afraid?” (Psalm 27:1).

At the end, pray: As we face our fears remind us that you are with us through the Lord Jesus
Christ, the one who calls us to live free of our fears and anxieties. Amen.
o%%
In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily life as an

effective faith formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org



