Trinity's Weekly Connection

This Week at Trinity Lutheran Church

Sunday, February 1
Clean Start to the New Year continues

Sponsor the Synod Fundraiser begins

Traditional Worship, 8 a.m.

Rejoice Worship Service (Beyond Belief), 9:15 a.m.
Sunday School, 9:15 a.m.

Live Streaming of Worship, 9:15 and 10:45 a.m.
Traditional Worship, 10:45 a.m.

Grace Group Facilitator Training & Lunch, noon
Middle School Service Projects, 3 p.m.

High School Youth Group, 6:30 p.m.

Monday, February 2
Finance, 9 a.m.

Core Fitness & Flexibility, 9:30 a.m.
Volunteer at In The Image, 1 p.m.
Stephen Leaders Meeting

Rejoice Band Rehearsal, 6 p.m.

Property Committee Meeting, 6 p.m.
Schubert Male Chorus Rehearsal, 7 p.m.

Tuesday, February 3
Tuesday Women's Bible Study, 9:30 a.m.

LWR Quilting, 9:30 a.m.
Tai Chi, 10 a.m.
Staff Meeting, 1 p.m.

Grand Rapids Community Chorus Rehearsal, 6 p.m.

Scout Troop 290, 6:30 p.m.
Executive Committee Meeting, 6:30 p.m.

Wednesday, February 4
Core Fitness & Flexibility, 9:30 a.m.

Outreach Committee Meeting, noon
Spiritual Growth Committee Meeting, 6:30 p.m.
Fit4dMom, 7:30 p.m.

Thursday, February 5
Piano Tuning, 9 a.m.

Tai Chi, 10 a.m.
Choosing Peace & Serenity AFG, 7 p.m.

Friday, February 6
Friday Women'’s Bible Study, 9:30 a.m.

Saturday, February 7
Resound Bell Rehearsal, 10 a.m.

Sunday, February 8
Clean Start to the New Year continues

Sponsor the Synod Fundraiser continues
Traditional Worship, 8 a.m.

Rejoice Worship Service (Rejoice Band), 9:15 a.m.
Sunday School, 9:15 a.m.

Live Streaming of Worship, 9:15 and 10:45 a.m.
Traditional Worship, 10:45 a.m.

Stephen Ministry Continuing Education, 12:30 p.m.

Stephen Ministry Peer Support, 1:30 p.m.
Middle School Youth Group, 2 p.m.
Confirmation Class, 3 p.m.

High School Youth Group, 6:30 p.m.

Sunday, February 1, 2026 — Fourth Sunday after Epiphany

Assisting in Worship This Morning

8a.m.

Cantor: David Evan Thomas

Sacristan: Cathy Olson

Lector: Marcia Schaner

Communion Assistants: Dale Barkema, Betty Hall
Ushers: Joel Westra, Jude Westra

Acolyte: Jesca Westra

9:15a.m.

Beyond Belief leading worship

Sacristan: Glenn Swanson & Chuck Hickerty

Lector: Carol Butler

Communion Assistants: Jamie Kuntzman,
Marge Willman

Ushers: Ethan Guis, Ed Lohr, Lisa Mead

Acolyte: Kate Bishop

10:45 a.m.
Cantor: Natalie Portenga
Sacristans: John & Elizabeth Derbin
Lector: Chris Becker
Communion Assistants: Dale Volkerding,
Carrie Wygmans
Ushers: Brad Kessel, David Marquardt, Scott Stoll,
Bill & Ginger Young
Acolyte: Zoe Bredwell

Bread Baker: Marcia Schaner

Trinity Members in Our Prayers

We pray for Trinity members in times of illness,
hospitalization, rehabilitation and recovery:
Steven Ardolino, Kathy Bush, Bob Carlson, Barb
Crossman, Jon Ferguson, Joe Fisher, Mary Frick,
Gene Gunderson, Bob Heine, Dewayne Ide, Marilyn
Leese, Meri Leidel, Tom Mannisto, Dorothy
Postema, Jacqueline Riegling, Marian Schaible,
Joyce Snyder, Gloria Vonderheide, Jim Willman,
Natalie Yeager, and Kay Zeaman.

We also lift up Trinity families mourning the loss of
loved ones: Mark and Kris Baker, Robin Cymbal, Jan
Jacobson, Meri Leidel, Kirsti and Aaron Pearsall,
Joyce Snyder, and Joan Walls.

Contact the church office to be added to the prayer
list. Names remain on the list for 3 months unless
otherwise requested.

We also lift up in prayer this week Pastor Chrysanne
Timm and the people of Bethany Lutheran Church in
Northport, partners with us in mission and ministry
in the North/West Lower Michigan Synod, ELCA.

Readings & Hymns for February 1

Micah 6:1-8 1 Corinthians 1:18-31
Psalm 15 Matthew 5:1-12

#710  Let Streams of Living Justice (red book)
#1062 Build a Longer Table (purple book)
#474  Bread of Life from Heaven (red book)
#711 O Day of Peace (red book)

For your safety, when it snows, please avoid parking
on the hill near the kitchen entrance. This hill
becomes very icy!
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Do justice and love kindness.
DAILY BIBLE READINGS

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.

Sunday Matthew 5:1-12 Sermon on the Mount
Monday Micah 6:1-8 True obedience
Tuesday 1 Corinthians 1:18-31  Message of the cross

Wednesday Proverbs 21:12-15
Thursday Romans 12:9-13

When justice is done
Marks of a Christian

Friday Isaiah 1:11-17 Rescue the oppressed
Saturday Psalm 15 Life of the blameless
Sunday Matthew 5:13-20 Salt and light

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK

He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the LORD require
of you but to do justice, and love kindness, and to walk humbly with your

God? Micah 6:8 (NRSV)

PRAYERS AND BLESSING

A Prayer for the Week:
Merciful God, bless us with contentment to a life lived pursuing justice, kindness, and humility.
Amen.

Mealtime Prayer:

We thank you for the gift of each day and the food that nourishes us. Help us to show our thanks

with compassion for others. Amen.

A Blessing to Give:
May you find peace and comfortin God.
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Take a moment to tell or think about a recent mountain high and/or valley low in your life.

CARING CONVERSATIONS g\Q

Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:
e How has someone shown you kindness recently?
e Where have you seen God’s mercy and kindness in action?

DEVOTIONS 2@

Read: Micah 6:1-8 and Matthew 5:1-12.

In the reading from Micah, God is pleading a court case against Israel. The people have turned
from God, but God wonders how this could be. The guilt of the people is on themselves
because God has done marvelous things for the people by bringing them out of Egypt and
slavery and giving them leaders like Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. Their enemies were
conquered. With their guilt before them, the people wonder what the appropriate penance is.
Isit thousands of sacrifices? Is it endless amounts of holy oils? Sacrifice one’s own child?
Nothing will do but “to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your

God” (Micah 6.8). In the Beatitudes of Matthew 5:1-12, Jesus offers a similar path for faithful
followers: poverty of spirit, humility, and mercy. The larger Gospel of Matthew cannot be
understood without the content of the Beatitudes and the Sermon on the Mount. This is the
path for us to be satisfied and blessed, the path of living as a disciple with purpose.

Discuss: How easy or difficultisit to live as a disciple?

Pray: Dear God, give us the simple joy of trust in you by living a life of purpose that seeks
justice, kindness, and humility with you and all people, through Christ our Lord. Amen.

SERVICE &f

Jesus calls us to serve our neighborin love. Based on the Daily Bible Readings and theme for
this week, how can you bless someone with a spirit of humility?

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS i

Matthew 5:3-11 speaks of blessings. A wonderful ritual to practice regularly in your home is
that of blessing one another. When we bless another, we are calling upon God to show
goodness and kindness to them, as well as demonstrating our own care and concem for them.
There are three basic elements to a personal blessing— God’s name, words, and touch (e.g. a
hand on a shoulder, or making the sign of the cross on their forehead or palm). Consider
blessing one another at mealtimes, bedtimes, and at daily farewells with family and friends.
Say: May God bless you with kindness and mercy.
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