Trinity's Weekly Connection

This Week at Trinity Lutheran Church

Sunday, February 8
Clean Start to the New Year continues

Sponsor the Synod Fundraiser continues
Traditional Worship, 8 a.m.

Rejoice Worship Service (Rejoice Band), 9:15 a.m.
Sunday School, 9:15 a.m.

Live Streaming of Worship, 9:15 and 10:45 a.m.
Traditional Worship, 10:45 a.m.

Stephen Ministry Continuing Education, 12:30 p.m.
Stephen Ministry Peer Support, 1:30 p.m.

Honor Guard Meeting, 2 p.m.

Middle School Youth Group, 2 p.m.

Confirmation Class, 3 p.m.

High School Youth Group, 6:30 p.m.

Monday, February 9
Finance, 9 a.m.

Core Fitness & Flexibility, 9:30 a.m.
Beyond Belief Rehearsal, 6 p.m.
Congregation Council Meeting, 6:30 p.m.
Schubert Male Chorus Rehearsal, 7 p.m.

Tuesday, February 10
Tuesday Women's Bible Study, 9:30 a.m.

LWR Quilting, 9:30 a.m.

Tai Chi, 10 a.m.

Grand Rapids Community Chorus Rehearsal, 6 p.m.
Scout Troop 290, 6:30 p.m.

Faith & Civic Life, 7 p.m.

Wednesday, February 11
Core Fitness & Flexibility, 9:30 a.m.

Food for Thought: Your Life in a Binder, 5:30 p.m.
Fit4dMom, 7:30 p.m.

Thursday, February 12
Tai Chi, 10 a.m.

Resound Bell Rehearsal, 6 p.m.
Choosing Peace & Serenity AFG, 7 p.m.
Trinity Choir Rehearsal, 7:15 p.m.

Friday, February 13
Friday Women's Book Club, 9:30 a.m.

Wedding Rehearsal, 1 p.m.
Faith & Civic Life, 1:30 p.m.

Saturday, February 14

Marriage of Emily Garland and Drew Zimmerman, 3 p.m.

Sunday, February 15
Clean Start to the New Year continues

Sponsor the Synod Fundraiser continues
Traditional Worship, 8 a.m.

Rejoice Worship Service (Beyond Belief), 9:15 a.m.
Sunday School, 9:15 a.m.

Live Streaming of Worship, 9:15 and 10:45 a.m.
Traditional Worship, 10:45 a.m.

Sunday, February 8, 2026 — Fifth Sunday after Epiphany

Assisting in Worship This Morning

8a.m.

Sacristan: Carrie Wygmans

Lector: Sheila Talsma

Communion Assistants: Carrie Wygmans,
Cindy Zientarski

Ushers: Dale Barkema, Elaine Rongey

Acolyte:

9:15 a.m.
Rejoice Band leading worship
Sacristan: Kathy Noble
Lector: Kim Brock
Communion Assistants: Jamie Kuntzman, Eric Larson
Ushers: Mark Baker, Dave & Carrie Boer,
Mark Hagbom & Sally Mahoney
Acolyte: Kate Bishop

10:45 a.m.

Cantor: Stephen Gilchrist

Sacristans: Joe & Marybeth laria

Lector: Bryan Bredwell

Communion Assistants: Tess Lundgren, Jim Coates

Ushers: Jim & Sue Coates, John Derbin, Don Kishman,
Kurt Leopold

Acolyte: Jack Stover

Bread Baker: Marcia Schaner

Trinity Members in Our Prayers

We pray for Trinity members in times of illness,
hospitalization, rehabilitation and recovery:

Steven Ardolino, Kathy Bush, Bob Carlson, Barb
Crossman, Jon Ferguson, Joe Fisher, Mary Frick,
Gene Gunderson, Bob Heine, Marilyn Leese, Meri
Leidel, Tom Mannisto, Dorothy Postema, Jacqueline
Riegling, Marian Schaible, Joyce Snyder, Jim
Vanderwall, Gloria Vonderheide, Jim Willman, and
Natalie Yeager.

We also lift up Trinity families mourning the loss of
loved ones: Mark and Kris Baker, Robin Cymbal,
Sherri Ide, Jan Jacobson, Meri Leidel, Kirsti and
Aaron Pearsall, Joyce Snyder, and Joan Walls.

Contact the church office to be added to the prayer
list. Names remain on the list for 3 months unless
otherwise requested.

We also lift up in prayer this week the Pastor Megan
Floyd and the people of Faith Lutheran Church in
Okemos, partners with us in mission and ministry in
the North/West Lower Michigan Synod, ELCA.

Baptism Today

Today at 10:45 a.m. we welcome Lainey Anne
Atkinson into the Body of Christ by the waters of
Holy Baptism. Lainey’s parents are Jeffrey and
Haley Atkinson and her big brother is Brooks.

Readings & Hymns for February 8

Isaiah 58:1-9a 1 Corinthians 2:1-12
Psalm 112:1-9 Matthew 5:13-20

#665  Rise, Shine, You People! (red book)
#552  Blessed Be the God of Israel (red book)
#688  Lord of Light (red book)

For your safety, when it snows, please avoid parking
on the hill near the kitchen entrance. This hill
becomes very icy!
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The power of knowing Christ crucified.
DAILY BIBLE READINGS

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.

Sunday Matthew 5:13-20
Monday Isaiah 58:1-12

Tuesday 1 Corinthians 2:1-16  True wisdom of God
Wednesday Galatians 2:15-21

Salt and light
False and true worship

Everyone is saved by faith

Thursday 1 Peter 2:18-25 Example of Christ’s suffering
Friday 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 Christ is God’s power and wisdom
Saturday Psalm 112:1-10 Blessings of the righteous

Sunday Matthew 17:1-9 Transfiguration of Jesus

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK

When | came to you, brothers and sisters, | did not come proclaiming the
mystery of God to you in lofty words or wisdom. For | decided to know
nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and him crucified.

1 Corinthians 2:1-2 (NRSV)

PRAYERS AND BLESSING

A Prayer for the Week:

Etemal God, help us to see that through the cross of Christ we are made your people and to be
the salt of the earth to share your saving work with others. Amen.

Mealtime Prayer:
Dear God, may the gift of this food remind us of your generosity and your desire for us to provide
food for the needy. Amen. (Isaiah 58:7)

A Blessing to Give:
May the Lord bless you with trust in God.
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WEEKLY MILESTONES %%

home

Take a moment to tell or think about a recent mountain high and/or valley low in your life.

CARING CONVERSATIONS @

Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:
e  When have you helped someone go through a sad time?

e Being forgiven can look like weakness. How is Jesus’ death on the aoss a powerful gift
to the life of the church?

DEVOTIONS &

Read: 1 Corinthians 2:1-16.

Paul contrasts the strength and wisdom of the world with the strength and wisdom of God.
What is most important is knowing “Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness
to Gentiles” because it is “the power of God and the wisdom of God” (1 Corinthians 1:23-24).
The Corinthians are fixated on their spiritual gifts and spedal wisdom, but that only divides the
community. Paul wants to unite the community as the body of Christin the world. Spiritual
gifts are all based on the work of God, not on people’s own spiritual powers. Therefore,
Christians are not to get caught up on who has the “better" spiritual gifts. What does matteris
to know that the uniqueness of the spiritual life is to see everything through the death and
resurrection of Christ, which is the true wisdom and strength that gives faith, hope, and love to
aworld in need.

Discuss: How does seeing the world through the cross of Christ help you as a follower of Jesus?
Pray: God of wisdom and might, give us faith to see in the cross of Christ your healing and
redeeming work in the world. Amen.

SERVICE &f

Jesus calls us to serve our neighborin love. Based on the Daily Bible Readings and theme for
this week, what can you do to show love and hope to those who are hungry or homeless?

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS I

Jesus calls his followers the “salt of the earth and the light of the world” (Matthew 5:13-14).
When gathered with friends and family in your home, give a candle to each person. As a candle
lighting ritual, light one another’s candles in turn either by using a lighter or passing a flame
from candle to candle. As each candle is lit, say: “Let your light shine before others, so that
they may see your good works and give glory to your Fatherin heaven.” (Matthew 5:16)

In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily life as an
SRR effective faith formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org



