Trinity's Weekly Connection

This Week at Trinity Lutheran Church

Sunday, February 22
Clean Start to the New Year continues

Sponsor the Synod Fundraiser continues
Traditional Worship, 8 a.m.

Rejoice Worship Service (Rejoice band), 9:15 a.m.
Sunday School, 9:15 a.m.

Live Streaming of Worship, 9:15 and 10:45 a.m.
Traditional Worship, 10:45 a.m.

Fifth Grade Communion Class, 2 p.m.

Middle School Youth Group, 2 p.m.
Confirmation Class, 3 p.m.

Honor Guard Meeting, 4 p.m.

Vox GR Rehearsal, 6:30 p.m.

High School Youth Group Lenten Grace Group, 6:30 p.m.

Monday, February 23
Finance, 9 a.m.

Core Fitness & Flexibility, 9:30 a.m.
Beyond Belief Rehearsal, 6 p.m.
Finance Committee Meeting, 6 p.m.
Blood Drive, noon

Schubert Male Chorus Rehearsal, 6 p.m.
Beyond Belief band rehearsal, 6:30 p.m.

Tuesday, February 24
Council on Aging, 8 a.m.

Tuesday Women's Lenten Grace Group, 9:30 a.m.
Tai Chi, 10 a.m.

LWR Quilting, 10:30 a.m.

Lenten Grace Group, 1 p.m.

GriefShare, 2:45 p.m.

Scout Troop 290, 6:30 p.m.

Stephen Ministry Continuing Education, 6:30 p.m.
Faith & Civic Life Meeting, 7 p.m.

Stephen Ministry Peer Support, 7:30 p.m.

Wednesday, February 25

Core Fitness & Flexibility, 9:30 a.m.
Lenten Grace Groups, 10:30 a.m.
Lenten Grace Groups, 5:15 p.m.
Lenten Soup Supper, 5:30 p.m.
Lenten Evening Prayer, 6:30 p.m.
Cub Scout Pack 3015, 6:30 p.m.
Fit4dMom, 7:30 p.m.

Thursday, February 26
Tai Chi, 10 a.m.

Resound Bell Rehearsal, 6 p.m.

Lenten Grace Group, 6:30 p.m.
Choosing Peace & Serenity AFG, 7 p.m.
Trinity Choir Rehearsal, 7:15 p.m.

Friday, February 27
Friday Women'’s Bible Study, 9:30 a.m.

Faith & Civic Life Meeting, 1:30 p.m.

Saturday, February 28
African Drum Circle, 10:30 a.m.

Memorial Service for Gloria Vonderheide, 1 p.m.
Memorial Meal for Gloria Vonderheide, 2 p.m.

Sunday, March 1
Personal Hygiene Products Appeal begins

Traditional Worship, 8 a.m.

Rejoice Worship Service (Beyond Belief), 9:15 a.m.
Sunday School, 9:15 a.m.

First Sunday of the Month Bible Study, 9:15 a.m.
Live Streaming of Worship, 9:15 and 10:45 a.m.
Traditional Worship, 10:45 a.m.

Fifth Grade Communion Class, 2 p.m.

Middle School Youth Group, 2 p.m.

Confirmation Class, 3 p.m.

Honor Guard Meeting, 4 p.m.

High School Youth Lenten Grace Group, 6:30 p.m.

Sunday, February 22, 2026 — First Sunday in Lent

Assisting in Worship This Morning

8a.m.
Sacristan: Kris Baker
Lector: Joel Westra

Communion Assistants: Kim Brock, Debbie Duckworth

Ushers: Bob Carwell, Jack Reichert, Skip Franklin

9:15a.m.

Rejoice band leading worship
Sacristan: Lisa Mead

Lector: Dennis Diener

Communion Assistants: Tess Lundgren, Mike Mason
Ushers: Brad & Pam Burkle, Bill Bush, Karen Nagle,

Steve Bennett, Nate Bennett
Acolyte: Kate Bishop

10:45 a.m.

Cantor: Sayo Ayeni

Sacristans: Joe & Marybeth laria

Lector: Steve Cairns

Communion Assistants: Jim & Sue Coates

Ushers: Chris Becker, Kara Day, Riley Day, James Day

Bread Baker: Marcia Schaner

Trinity Members in Our Prayers

We pray for Trinity members in times of illness,
hospitalization, rehabilitation and recovery:

Steven Ardolino, Bob Carlson, Barb Crossman, Jon
Ferguson, Joe Fisher, Mary Frick, Gene Gunderson,
Bob Heine, Marilyn Leese, Meri Leidel, Tom
Mannisto, Karen Niemeyer, Dorothy Postema,
Jacqueline Riegling, Marian Schaible, Joyce Snyder,
Jim Vanderwall, Jim Willman, and Natalie Yeager.

We also lift up Trinity families mourning the loss of
loved ones: Mark and Kris Baker, Robin Cymbal,

Sherri Ide, Jan Jacobson, Meri Leidel, Kirsti and
Aaron Pearsall, Nate and Maddie Scurfield and
family, Joyce Snyder, and Joan Walls.

Contact the church office to be added to the prayer
list. Names remain on the list for 3 months unless
otherwise requested.

We also lift up in prayer this week Pastor Sherry
McGuffin and the people of Cross of Christ Lutheran
Church in Petoskey, partners with us in mission and
ministry in the North/West Lower Michigan Synod,
ELCA.

Readings & Hymns for February 22

Genesis 2:15-17;3:1-7 Romans 5:12-19
Psalm 32 Matthew 4:1-11

#319 O Lord, throughout These Forty Days (red book)
#325 | Want Jesus to Walk with Me (red book)

#487  You Satisfy the Hungry Heart (red book)

#987  Guide My Feet (purple book)

For your safety, when it snows, please avoid parking
on the hill near the kitchen entrance. This hill
becomes very icy!
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Jesus faces temptation and conquers evil.
DAILY BIBLE READINGS

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.

Sunday Matthew 4:1-11 Temptation of Jesus
Monday Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7  First sin and its punishment
Tuesday Romans 5:12-19 Adam and Christ

Wednesday 1 Corinthians 15:1-11  Christ was raised to life

Thursday 1 Peter 4:7-11 Love wipes away many sins

Friday Galatians 6:1-10 Bear one another’s burdens
Saturday Psalm 32 The joy of forgiveness
Sunday John 3:1-17 For God so loved the world

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK

Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! For it is written, ‘Worship the

Lord your God, and serve only him.”” Then the devil left him, and suddenly

angels came and waited on him. Matthew 4:10-11 (NRSV)

PRAYERS AND BLESSING

A Prayer for the Week:
Almighty God, itis difficult to face the evil within and around us. Thank you for facing and
conquering the power of sin through Christ Jesus, the Son of God. Amen.

Mealtime Prayer:
God of steadfast love and mercy, we thank you for this meal and all that you do to care forus
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

A Blessing to Give:
May God keep you safe from evil.
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Take a moment to tell or think about a recent mountain high and/or valley low in your life.

CARING CONVERSATIONS G®@

Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:
e Why is it sometimes difficult to talk about evil and sin?
e Do you believe that God is always there for you in good times and bad times? Explain.

DEVOTIONS &

Read: Matthew 4:1-11.

After his baptism, Jesusis guided by the Holy Spirit to go out into the wildemess, a place that
tests one’s true character. He is tested as he faces Satan and the basic temptations of comfort,
worshiping false gods, and the misuse of power. Jesus does not give in to these temptations.
As the Son of God, he is without compromise. We, on the other hand, can find it easy to
compromise goodness in the presence of evil by tolerating comfort over justice, worship of
false gods, and powers that hurt others without grieving us. In a world where little
compromises can lead to major wrongs and injury to others, it is good to know that our Savior
faced down evil and won. Evil is real and does real damage to God'’s creation, including human
beings and their relationships. The good news is that as fallible and susceptible as we are to
evil, in the end, it does not and cannot win. God in Christ has conquered every evil power.
Discuss: What can we leam from Jesus’ response to temptation?

Pray: Eternal God, you who never give up on us and oppose every evil, we thank you for your
steadfast love and mercy through Christ Jesus. Amen.

SERVICE ¢f

Jesus calls us to serve our neighborin love. Based on the Daily Bible Readings and theme for
this week, how can you help someone who is afraid to try something for fear of making a
mistake?

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS .

To establish a ritual during Lent, make a Lenten Candle Cross. Place six purple tealight or
votive candlesin the shape of a cross, using a white seventh candle for the center. Each week,
a candle will be lit during prayer time in your home. The acronym ACTS (Adoration, Confession,
Thanksgiving, Supplication) will be introduced as a way to pray. This first week in Lent
represents “A” for Adoration, meaning love, respect, and worship. [Light one purple candle]
Pray: Dear God, we praise your name and worship you. | praise you for.. ., in the name of
your Son, Jesus Christ, amen.
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