Trinity’s Weekly Connection

This Week at Trinity Lutheran Church

Sunday, March 8
Personal Hygiene Products Appeal continues

Traditional Worship, 8 a.m.

Rejoice Worship Service (Rejoice Band), 9:15 a.m.
Sunday School, 9:15 a.m.

Live Streaming of Worship, 9:15 and 10:45 a.m.
Traditional Worship, 10:45 a.m.

Stephen Ministry Continuing Education, 12:30 p.m.

Stephen Ministry Peer Support, 1:30 p.m.
Fifth Grade Communion Class, 2 p.m.
Middle School Youth Group, 2 p.m.
Confirmation Class, 3 p.m.

Honor Guard Meeting, 4 p.m.

Vox GR Rehearsal, 6:30 p.m.

Monday, March 9
The Messenger deadline

Finance, 9 a.m.

Core Fitness & Flexibility, 9:30 a.m.

Safety & Security Committee Meeting, 5:30 p.m.
Beyond Belief Rehearsal, 6 p.m.

Schubert Male Chorus Rehearsal, 6 p.m.
Congregation Council Meeting, 6:30 p.m.

Tuesday, March 10

Tuesday Women's Lenten Grace Group, 9:30 a.m.
LWR Quilting, 9:30 a.m.

Tai Chi, 10 a.m.

Lenten Grace Group, 1 p.m.

GriefShare, 2:45 p.m.

Scout Troop 290, 6:30 p.m.

Wednesday, March 11

Core Fitness & Flexibility, 9:30 a.m.
Lenten Grace Groups, 10:30 a.m.
Lenten Grace Groups, 5:15 p.m.
Lenten Soup Supper, 5:30 p.m.
Lenten Evening Prayer, 6:30 p.m.

Thursday, March 12
Men'’s Lenten Grace Group, 7 a.m.

Tai Chi, 10 a.m.

Resound Bell Rehearsal, 6 p.m.
Families Lenten Grace Group, 6 p.m.
Lenten Grace Group, 6:30 p.m.
Choosing Peace & Serenity AFG, 7 p.m.
Trinity Choir Rehearsal, 7:15 p.m.

Friday, March 13
Friday Women'’s Book Club, 9:30 a.m.

Saturday, March 14
COM Rehearsal, 10 a.m.

Sunday, March 15
Personal Hygiene Products Appeal continues

Outreach Ham Collection
Traditional Worship, 8 a.m.
Rejoice Worship Service (Rejoice Band), 9:15 a.m.
Sunday School, 9:15 a.m.
Live Streaming of Worship, 9:15 and 10:45 a.m.
Traditional Worship, 10:45 a.m.
Stay & Play, 10:45 a.m.
Fifth Grade Communion Class, 2 p.m.
Celebration of Music Concert Series

Capital Horns Quartet + Violin, 3 p.m.
Confirmation Service Projects, 3 p.m.
High School Youth Group, 6:30 p.m.

Sunday, March 8, 2026 — Third Sunday in Lent

Assisting in Worship This Morning

8a.m.

Sacristan: Carrie Wygmans

Lector: Carrie Wygmans

Communion Assistants: Nancy Morrison, Sue Wait
Ushers: Dale Barkema, Elaine Rongey

9:15a.m.
Rejoice band leading worship
Sacristan: Lisa Postlewaite
Lector: Lisa Mead
Communion Assistants: Gary Stevens, Steve Stephan
Ushers: Mark Baker, Dave & Carrie Boer,
Mark Hagbom & Sally Mahoney
Acolyte: Kate Bishop

10:45 a.m.

Cantor: John Fox

Sacristan: Kris Baker, Jo Murphy

Lector: Pam Burkle

Communion Assistants: Kara Day, Debra Freeberg

Ushers: Jim & Sue Coates, John Derbin, Don Kishman,
Kurt Leopold

Acolytes: Steven Unruh, Megan Unruh

Bread Baker: Stacey, Helena, and Alyssa Phillips

Trinity Members in Our Prayers

We pray for Trinity members in times of illness,
hospitalization, rehabilitation and recovery:
Steven Ardolino, Bryan Bredwell, Bob Carlson, Barb
Crossman, Jon Ferguson, Joe Fisher, Gene
Gunderson, Bob Heine, Marilyn Leese, Meri Leidel,
Tom Mannisto, Jill McKinney, Marilyn Mellema,
Karen Niemeyer, Dorothy Postema, Jacqueline
Riegling, Marian Schaible, Joyce Snyder, Jim
Vanderwall, Jim Willman, and Natalie Yeager.

We also lift up Trinity families mourning the loss of
loved ones: Robin Cymbal, Sherri Ide, Jan Jacobson,
Meri Leidel, Kirsti and Aaron Pearsall, Nate and
Maddie Scurfield and family, Joyce Snyder, and
Joan Walls.

Contact the church office to be added to the prayer
list. Names remain on the list for 3 months unless
otherwise requested.

We also lift up in prayer this week the Pastor Martha
Porter-Reid and the people of Lord of Life Lutheran
Church in Portage, partners with us in mission and
ministry in the North/West Lower Michigan Synod,
ELCA.

Baptisms Today

Today at 9:15 a.m. we welcome siblings Henry and
Gretchen Pleyte into the Body of Christ by the
waters of Holy Baptism. Their parents are Gary
Pleyte and Fran Fairfield and their sponsors are
Michael and Sally Grimm.

Readings & Hymns for March 8

Exodus 17:1-7
Psalm 95

Romans 5:1-11
John 4:5-42

#777  Come to Me, All Pilgrims Thirsty (red book)
#611 | heard the Voice of Jesus Say (red book)
#618  Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer (red book)

For your safety, when it snows, please avoid parking
on the hill near the kitchen entrance. This hill
becomes very icy!
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Faith is formed through personal, trusted relationships.
DAILY BIBLE READINGS

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.

Sunday John 4:5-42 Jesus and the woman at the well
Monday Exodus 17:1-7 The Lord gives water from a rock
Tuesday Romans 5:1-11 Right with God

Wednesday John 3:16-21 God loves the world

Thursday 1 Thessalonians 2:5-12 Paul’s relational ministry
Friday Romans 12:9-21 Caring relationships
Saturday Psalm 95 Call to worship

Sunday John 9:1-41 The man born blind

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK

“Come and see a man who told me everything | have ever done! He
cannot be the Messiah, can he?” John 4:29 (NRSV)

PRAYERS AND BLESSING

A Prayer for the Week:
Gracious God, thank you for reaching out to me and to all your people with steadfast love and
faithfulness, through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Mealtime Prayer:
Dear God, just as you fed the people in the wilderness, we thank you for feeding us today. In the

name of Jesus our Savior, amen.

A Blessing to Give:
May you have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. (Romans 5:1)
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Take a moment to tell or think about a recent mountain high and/or valley low in your life.

CARING CONVERSATIONS G®

Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:
e What are some ways you have shared your faith and values with others?
® Who has introduced you to—or taught you about—Jesus? How did this happen?

Forth to Serve

DEVOTIONS @&

Read: John 4:5-42.

Jesus meets with a Samaritan woman at Jacob’s well, the same place where Jacob met Rachel
more than a thousand years before. Itis now the place where Jesus shows what it means that
“God so loved the world” (John 3:16) by caring for a non-Jewish woman, someone who was
alone and likely shunned by her own people. The woman is so impressed by Jesus and their
conversation that she goes to her townspeople and says, “Come and see @ man who told me
everything | have ever done! He cannot be the Messiah, can he?”(v. 29). The Samaritan
woman does three things that are essential traits of evangelism: 1) she invites, “Come and
see”; 2) she tells her own story of her encounter with Jesus, “/ just met a man who . . .”; and 3)
she wonders if this is the awaited Messiah, “He cannot be the Messiah, can he?”Her question
in the original Greek suggests she really doesn’t think so. Even so, the people come to believe
that Jesus is the Savior. It is another biblical example that shows that faith is formed by the
power of the Holy Spirit through personal, trusted relationships.

Discuss: How do you have conversations with others about Jesus?

Pray: Merciful God, just as Jesus stopped to talk to the woman at the well, help me to stop,
listen, and talk to others and be an example of your love for them. Amen.

SERVICE &f

Jesus calls us to serve our neighborin love. Based on the Daily Bible Readings and theme for
this week, how can you reach out and show care to a strangerin your community?

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS i

During the third week in Lent, light three of the six purple candles on your Lenten Candle Cross.
The acronym ACTS (Adoration, Confession, Thanksgiving, Supplication) is being introduced as a
way to pray. This week represents “T”, for Thanksgiving, meaning to express thanks and
gratitude to God.

Pray: Dear God, 1 am thankful for all that you have given me. | thank you for ..., in the name
of your Son, Jesus Christ, amen.

In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestonesin your daily life as an
effective faith formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org



