Trinity’s Weekly Connection

This Week at Trinity Lutheran Church

Sunday, March 15
Personal Hygiene Products Appeal continues

Outreach Ham Collection
Traditional Worship, 8 a.m.
Rejoice Worship Service (Beyond Belief), 9:15 a.m.
Sunday School, 9:15 a.m.
Live Streaming of Worship, 9:15 and 10:45 a.m.
Traditional Worship, 10:45 a.m.
Stay & Play, 10:45 a.m.
Fifth Grade Communion Class, 2 p.m.
Celebration of Music Concert Series

Capital Horns Quartet + Violin, 3 p.m.
Confirmation Service Projects, 3 p.m.
High School Youth Group, 6:30 p.m.

Monday, March 16

Finance, 9 a.m.

Core Fitness & Flexibility, 9:30 a.m.

Schubert Male Chorus Board Meeting, 5:30 p.m.
Rejoice Band Rehearsal, 6 p.m.

Schubert Male Chorus Rehearsal, 6 p.m.

Health Ministries Meeting, 6:30 p.m.

Fellowship & Hospitality Committee Meeting, 7 p.m.

Tuesday, March 17

Tuesday Women's Lenten Grace Group, 9:30 a.m.
LWR Quilting, 9:30 a.m.

Tai Chi, 10 a.m.

Care & Share, 10:30 a.m.

Lenten Grace Group, 1T p.m.

Staff Meeting, 1 p.m.

GriefShare, 2:45 p.m.

Scout Troop 290, 6:30 p.m.

Tuesday Book Group, 7 p.m.

Wednesday, March 18

Core Fitness & Flexibility, 9:30 a.m.
Lenten Grace Groups, 10:30 a.m.
Lenten Grace Groups, 5:15 p.m.
Lenten Soup Supper, 5:30 p.m.
Lenten Evening Prayer, 6:30 p.m.

Thursday, March 19
Men’s Lenten Grace Group, 7 a.m.

Tai Chi, 10 a.m.

Volunteer at In The Image, 10 a.m.—noon
Bridge, 1 p.m.

Northeast Little League Meeting, 5:45 p.m.
Resound Bell Rehearsal, 6 p.m.

Lenten Grace Group, 6:30 p.m.

Choosing Peace & Serenity AFG, 7 p.m.
Trinity Choir Rehearsal, 7:15 p.m.

Friday, March 20
Friday Women'’s Bible Study, 9:30 a.m.

Saturday, March 21
Honor Guard Kickoff Meeting, 9 a.m.

Euchre Night & Potluck, 5:30 p.m.

Sunday, March 22
Personal Hygiene Products Appeal continues

Outreach Ham Collection
Traditional Worship, 8 a.m.

Rejoice Worship Service (Rejoice Band), 9:15 a.m.

Sunday School, 9:15 a.m.

Live Streaming of Worship, 9:15 and 10:45 a.m.
Fifth Grade Communion Class, 10:30 a.m.
Traditional Worship, 10:45 a.m.

Middle School Youth Group, 2 p.m.
Confirmation Class, 3 p.m.

High School Youth Group, 6:30 p.m.

Sunday, March 15, 2026 — Fourth Sunday in Lent

Assisting in Worship This Morning

8a.m.
Sacristan: Elaine Rongey
Lector: Cindy Zientarski

Communion Assistants: Elaine Rongey, Marcia Schaner

Ushers: Erick Kind, Chad & Jenna Mencarelli

9:15a.m.

Beyond Belief leading worship

Sacristan: Steve Stephan

Lector: Debra Freeberg

Communion Assistants: Ed Lohr, Gary Stevens

Ushers: Patty Boer, Dan Butler, John Hall, Jim Willman

Acolyte: Kate Bishop

10:45 a.m.

Cantor: Aaron Polet

Sacristans: Steve Johnson & H. J. Slider

Lector: Sue Coates

Communion Assistants: Colin & Caitlin Finch

Ushers: Steve Cairns, John Derbin, Paul Kohn,
Lois McCardell

Acolyte: Zoe Bredwell

Bread Baker: Stacey, Helena, and Alyssa Phillips

Trinity Members in Our Prayers

We pray for Trinity members in times of illness,

hospitalization, rehabilitation and recovery:

Steven Ardolino, Bryan Bredwell, Bob Carlson, Barb
Crossman, Jon Ferguson, Joe Fisher, Gene
Gunderson, Bob Heine, Bev Karman, Marilyn Leese,
Meri Leidel, Tom Mannisto, Jill McKinney, Marilyn
Mellema, Karen Niemeyer, Dorothy Postema,
Jacqueline Riegling, Marian Schaible, Joyce Snyder,
Jim Vanderwall, Jim Willman, Natalie Yeager, and
Kathryn Zielenski.

We also lift up Trinity families mourning the loss of

loved ones: Robin Cymbal, Mike Guis and family,

Sherri Ide, Jan Jacobson, Meri Leidel, Kirsti and
Aaron Pearsall, Nate and Maddie Scurfield and
family, Joyce Snyder, and Joan Walls.

Contact the church office to be added to the prayer
list. Names remain on the list for 3 months unless
otherwise requested.

We also lift up in prayer this week Pastor Rachel
Laughlin and the people of Prince of Peace Lutheran
Church in Portage, partners with us in mission and
ministry in the North/West Lower Michigan Synod,
ELCA.

Readings & Hymns for March 15

1 Samuel 16:1-13 Ephesians 5:8-14
Psalm 23 John 9:1-41

#924  As the Winter Days Grow Longer (purple book)
#779  Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound (red book)
#886  Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing (red book)

For your safety, when it snows, please avoid parking
on the hill near the kitchen entrance. This hill
becomes very icy!
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Jesus brings light and new life.
DAILY BIBLE READINGS

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.

Sunday John 9:1-41
Monday 1 Samuel 16:1-13
Tuesday Ephesians 5:8-14
Wednesday James4:11-12
Thursday Isaiah 55:6-11

The man born blind

David is anointed king

Living as people of light
Warning against judging others
God’s ways are not our ways

Friday Matthew 7:1-5 Judging others
Saturday Psalm 23 The Lord is my shepherd
Sunday John 11:1-45 The raising of Lazarus

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK

For once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as
children of light—for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and
right and true. Ephesians 5:8-9 (NRSV)

PRAYERS AND BLESSING

A Prayer for the Week:

Dear God, thank you for overcoming our darkness with the light of Christ; help us live as children
of light and to be filled with all thatis good and right and true through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Mealtime Prayer:
Lord Jesus, you give sight to the blind and food to the hungry. We thank your for your kindness

and praise you for your goodness. Amen.

A Blessing to Give:
May the light of Jesus shine through you.
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Take a moment to tell or think about a recent mountain high and/or valley low in your life.

CARING CONVERSATIONS Ce

Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:

e Think or tell of a time that you felt you were “in the dark” and needed help to see
something more clearly.
e How does the light of Christ help you see the world with hope and love?

DEVOTIONS &

Read: 1 Samuel 16:1-13 and John 9:1-41.

In John 9 Jesus sees in the blind man a person who needs mercy and sight. This story is built on
an important theme that Jesus is the “true light, which enlightens everyone” introduced in John
1:9. Just as Jesus gave sight to the blind man, Jesus gives divine light for all the world. Jesus’
light challenges the Pharisees who think they see yet do not truly see. In 1 Samuel the prophet
is to anoint a new king, but Samuel is not able to perceive or see what God sees. A scrawny,
youngest son (David) who is originally not even considered as a candidate, is chosen by God to
be king. Thankfully, God sees and decides by a standard far different from our own. In our
blindness, Jesus comes to us and shows God’s work of healing and new life. The light Jesus
brings into the world helps us to see ourselves and others with mercy.

Discuss: How has Jesus, the “true light,” enlightened your life and helped you see others with
mercy?

Pray: Almighty and merciful God, thank you for your ways that conquer human blindness
with hope and new life in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.

SERVICE ¢f

Jesus calls us to serve our neighborin love. Based on the Daily Bible Readings and theme for
this week, who can you reach out to that needs words and acts of compassion and kindness?

[
RITUALS AND TRADITIONS &

During the fourth week in Lent, light four of the six purple candles on your Lenten Candle
Cross. The acronym ACTS (Adoration, Confession, Thanksgiving, Supplication) is being
introduced as a way to pray. This week represents “S”, for Supplication, meaning to humbly ask
God to provide something for yourself or on behalf of someone else.

Pray: Dear God, just as you healed the blind man, | ask for your healing in the lives of those

who are in need of your loving presence including . . ., in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ,
amen.
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