Trinity’s Weekly Connection

This Week at Trinity Lutheran Church

Sunday, March 29
Palm Sunday

Personal Hygiene Products Appeal continues
Outreach Ham Collection
Traditional Worship, 8 a.m.

Rejoice Worship Service (Beyond Belief Band), 9:15 a.m.

Sunday School, 9:15 a.m.

Live Streaming of Worship, 9:15 and 10:45 a.m.

Traditional Worship, 10:45 a.m.
Middle School Youth Group, 2 p.m.
Confirmation Class, 3 p.m.

Honor Guard Meeting, 4 p.m.

High School Youth Group, 6:30 p.m.

Monday, March 30
Finance, 9 a.m.

Core Fitness & Flexibility, 9:30 a.m.
Rejoice Band Rehearsal, 6 p.m.
Schubert Male Chorus Rehearsal, 6 p.m.

Tuesday, March 31
Tuesday Women's Bible Study, 9:30 a.m.

LWR Quilting, 9:30 a.m.
Tai Chi, 10 a.m.

Staff Meeting, 1 p.m.
GriefShare, 2:45 p.m.
Scout Troop 290, 6:30 p.m.

Wednesday, April 1
Core Fitness & Flexibility, 9:30 a.m.

Outreach Committee Meeting, noon

Thursday, April 2
Maundy Thursday

Tai Chi, 10 a.m.
Maundy Thursday Worship Service, 7 p.m.

Friday, April 3
Good Friday

Friday Women'’s Bible Study, 9:30 a.m.
Good Friday Worship Service, 7 p.m.
Trinity Choir Rehearsal, 8 p.m.

Saturday, April 4
Holy Saturday

Easter Brass Rehearsal, 9:30 a.m.
Easter Bells Rehearsal, 11 a.m.
Easter Breakfast Set Up, 2 p.m.

Sunday, April 5
Resurrection of Our Lord—Easter Sunday

Personal Hygiene Products Appeal continues
Easter Festival Worship, 8 a.m.

Easter Breakfast, 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Easter Festival Worship (Sanctuary) 9:15 a.m.
Sunday School, 9:15 a.m.

Live Streaming of Worship, 9:15 a.m.

Easter Egg Hunt, 10:15 a.m.

Easter Festival Worship, 10:45 a.m.
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Sunday, March 29, 2026 — Palm Sunday

Assisting in Worship This Morning

8a.m.

Sacristan: Cathy Olson

Lector: Chas Schaner

Communion Assistants: Debbie Duckworth
Nancy Morrison

Ushers: Dale Barkema, Elaine Rongey

9:15a.m.
Beyond Belief leading worship
Sacristan: Kathy Noble
Lector: Kathy Noble
Communion Assistants: Kathy Bush, Marge Willman
Ushers: Mark Baker, Dave & Carrie Boer,
Mark Hagbom & Sally Mahoney

10:45 a.m.

Cantor: Stephen Gilchrist

Sacristan: Kara Day

Lector: David Fast

Communion Assistants: Doug & Melissa Haneline

Ushers: Jim & Sue Coates, John Derbin, Don Kishman,
Kurt Leopold

Acolyte: Zoe Bredwell

Bread Baker: Stacey, Helena, and Alyssa Phillips

Trinity Members in Our Prayers

We pray for Trinity members in times of illness,
hospitalization, rehabilitation and recovery:

Steven Ardolino, Bryan Bredwell, Bob Carlson, Barb
Crossman, Jon Ferguson, Joe Fisher, Gene
Gunderson, Bob Heine, Bev Karman, Jon Lark,
Marilyn Leese, Tom Mannisto, Jill McKinney, Marilyn
Mellema, Nancy Moga, Dorothy Postema,
Jacqueline Riegling, Marian Schaible, Joyce Snyder,
Chris Straw, Jim Vanderwall, Julie Williams, Jim
Willman, Natalie Yeager, and Kathryn Zielenski.

We also lift up Trinity families mourning the loss of
loved ones: Mike Guis and family, Sherri Ide, Jan
Jacobson, Brad and Gayl Kessel, and Nate and
Maddie Scurfield and family.

Contact the church office to be added to the prayer
list. Names remain on the list for 3 months unless
otherwise requested.

We also lift up in prayer this week Pastor Marcy
Miller and the people of St. Paul Lutheran Church in
Reed City, partners with us in mission and ministry
in the North/West Lower Michigan Synod, ELCA.

Readings & Hymns for March 29

Isaiah 50:4-9a Philippians 2:5-11
Psalm 31:9-16 Matthew 27:11-54

#344  All Glory, Laud, and Honor (red book)
#342  There in God's Garden, (red book)
#346  Ride On, Ride On in Majesty! (red book)

For your safety, when it snows, please avoid parking
on the hill near the kitchen entrance. This hill
becomes very icy!
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Jesus’ death shows the depth of God’s love.

DAILY BIBLE READINGS

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.

Sunday Matthew 21:1-11 Jesus enters Jerusalem
Monday Matthew 26:14—27:66 Jesus’ trial and crucifixion
Tuesday Isaiah 50:4-9a The servant’s humiliation

Wednesday Philippians 2:5-11 Christ shows us true humility

Thursday John 13:1-35 Jesus washes disciples’ feet
Friday John 18:1—-19:42 Jesus suffers and dies
Saturday Psalm 31:9-16 Prayer for protection
Sunday Matthew 28:1-10 Christ’s resurrection

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK

[B]ut [Jesus Christ] emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being
born in human likeness. And being found in human form, he humbled
himself and became obedient to the point of death—even death on a
cross. Philippians 2:7-8 (NRSV)

PRAYERS AND BLESSING

A Prayer for the Week:
Merciful God, free us to trust that the humiliation Jesus experienced from the cross is the path to
hope for the world and the source of real power, faith, and love. Amen.

Mealtime Prayer:
Dear God, we thank you for the gift of each day and for this food. May we enjoy the day with
courage, faith, and love. Amen.

A Blessing to Give:
May the face of God shine on you with steadfast love. (Psalm 31:16)
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WEEKLY MILESTONES

Take a moment to tell or think about a recent mountain high and/or valley low in your life.

CARING CONVERSATIONS Ce

Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:
e What do you do to show someone that you care for them?
e How is Jesus’' death on a cross a sigh of God’s love for you?

DEVOTIONS 8

Read: Matthew 26:14-27:66.

Many theories have been put forward in the history of the church to state why Jesus had to die
to be our Savior. However, one pointis clear in the Bible: Jesus’ death shows the depth of
God’s love, a love thatis willing to experience a form of slavery, humiliation, and excruciating
death, “even death on a cross” (Philippians 2:8). Crosses have become forms of jewelry and
part of other art forms that point to Jesus’ death. However, neither jewelry nor other art forms
fully express the pain and humiliation that God in Christ endured to indicate the character of
who God is for us. Jesus joins our human existence by making our deepest prayer his prayer:
“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” (Matthew 27:46). God in Christ Jesus joins our
life experience and from the cross stretches out his arms to say, “l love you this much.”
Discuss: When you see someone wearing a cross, what does it mean to you?

Pray: Loving God, you stop at nothing to show us your divine character and the depth of
your love. Help us to know and to trust the power of your love for us through Christ. Amen.

SERVICE ¢f

Jesus calls us to serve our neighborin love. Based on the Daily Bible Readings and theme for
this week, how can you care for someone who has been unfairly treated?
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RITUALS AND TRADITIONS &

If you received palms during worship, take them home. As we begin Holy Week, say the ACTS
prayer of giving praise to God (Adoration), asking God’s forgiveness (Confession), giving thanks
to God (Thanksgiving), and asking God’s help for those in need (Supplication) as you light all six
purple candles on the Lenten Candle Cross. After lighting the candles, hold a palm and wave it
in your hand as you say, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the one who comes in the
name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven!’ (Matthew 21:9b)
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