Trinity's Weekly Connection

Sunday, April 12, 2026 — Second Sunday of Easter

This Week at Trinity Lutheran Church

Sunday, April 12
Personal Hygiene Appeal continues

Traditional Worship, 8 a.m.

Rejoice Worship (Beyond Belief band), 9:15 a.m.
Live Streaming of Worship, 9:15 and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School, 9:15 a.m.

Traditional Worship, 10:45 a.m.

Stephen Ministry Continuing Education, 12:30 p.m.

Stephen Ministry Peer Support, 1:30 p.m.
Middle School Youth Group, 2 p.m.
Confirmation Class, 3 p.m.

Honor Guard Meeting, 4 p.m.

High School Youth Group, 6:30 p.m.

Adult Forum: Faith and Civic Life, 6:30 p.m.

Monday, April 13

Finance, 9 a.m.

Core Fitness & Flexibility, 9:30 a.m.
Safety & Security Meeting, 5:30 p.m.
Rejoice Band Rehearsal, 6 p.m.

Schubert Male Chorus Rehearsal, 6 p.m.
Vox GR Rehearsal, 6:30 p.m.
Congregation Council Meeting, 6:30 p.m.

Tuesday, April 14

LWR Quilters, 9:30 a.m.

Tuesday Women'’s Bible Study, 9:30 p.m.
Tai Chi, 10 a.m.

Staff Meeting, 1 p.m.

GriefShare, 2:45 p.m.

Scout Troop 290, 6:30 p.m.

Faith & Civic Life Meeting, 7 p.m.

Wednesday, April 15
Core Fitness & Flexibility, 9:30 a.m.

Thursday, April 16
Men’s Bible Study, 7 a.m.

Tai Chi, 10 a.m.

Volunteer at In The Image, 10 a.m.
Bridge, 1 p.m.

Resound Bell Choir, 6 p.m.

Choosing Peace & Serenity AFG, 7 p.m.
Trinity Choir Rehearsal, 7:15 p.m.

Friday, April 17
Friday Women's Bible Study, 9:30 a.m.

Saturday, April 18
Men’s Breakfast, 8 a.m.

Gardening Work Day, 9 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
80th Birthday Party for
Grace Lanning, 12:30—3:30 p.m.

Sunday, April 19
Personal Hygiene Appeal continues

Traditional Worship, 8 a.m.

Rejoice Worship (Rejoice Band), 9:15 a.m.

Live Streaming of Worship, 9:15 and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School, 9:15 a.m.

Traditional Worship, 10:45 a.m.

CPR Training, 1 p.m.

Middle School Youth Group, 2 p.m.
Confirmation Class, 3 p.m.

High School Youth Group, 6:30 p.m.

Adult Forum: Faith and Civic Life, 6:30 p.m.

Assisting in Worship This Morning

8 a.m.

Sacristan: Elaine Rongey

Lector: Debbie Duckworth

Communion Assistants: Marcia Schaner,
Gordy Engstrom

Ushers: Dale Barkema, Elaine Rongey

9:15a.m.
Sacristan: Kim Hysell
Lector: Eric Larson
Communion Assistants: Kris Baker, Kim Hysell
Ushers: Mark Baker, Dave & Carrie Boer,
Mark Hagbom & Sally Mahoney

10:45 a.m.
Cantors: Sayo Ayeni, Stephen Gillich, Daniel Okereke
Natalie Poortenga, Audrey Rakotomalala
Sacristan: Beth Vanderwall
Lector: Kara Day
Communion Assistants: Jan Jacobson,
Fritz Kilcrease
Ushers: Jim & Sue Coates, John Derbin,
Don Kishman, Kurt Leopold
Acolyte: Jack Stover

Bread Bakers: Alexis Mason, Barb Myers

Trinity Members in Our Prayers

We pray for Trinity members in times of illness,
hospitalization, rehabilitation and recovery:

Sue Bailey, Joyce Bonbrake, Bob Carlson, Barb
Crossman, Jon Ferguson, Joe Fisher, Bob Heine, Bev
Karman, Jon Lark, Marilyn Leese, Tom Mannisto, Jill
McKinney, Marilyn Mellema, Nancy Moga, Dorothy
Postema, Jacqueline Riegling, Marian Schaible, Joyce
Snyder, Chris Straw, Jim Vanderwall, Julie Williams,
Natalie Yeager, and Kathryn Zielenski.

We also lift up Trinity families mourning the loss of
loved ones: Mike Guis and family, Sherri Ide, Jan
Jacobson, Brad and Gayl Kessel, and Nate and Maddie
Scurfield and family.

Contact the church office to be added to the prayer list.
Names remain on the list for 3 months unless otherwise
requested.

We also lift up in prayer this week the supply pastors
and the people of Hope Lutheran Church in Rockford,
partners with us in mission and ministry in the North/
West Lower Michigan Synod, ELCA.

Readings & Hymns for April 12

Acts 2:14a, 22-32 1 Peter 1:3-9
Psalm 16 John 20:19-31

#367 Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds
(red book)

#934  Christ Is Living (purple book)

#377  Alleluia! Jesus is Risen (red book)
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Faith in Jesus means a relationship with Jesus.

DAILY BIBLE READINGS

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.

Sunday John 20:19-31 Thomas sees and believes
Monday Acts 2:14a, 22-32 Peter addresses the crowd
Tuesday 1 Peter 1:3-9 A living hope

Wednesday  Mark 10:46-52 The healing of blind Bartimaeus
Thursday John 4:1-30 Woman at the well with Jesus
Friday John 4:46-54 Jesus heals an official’s son
Saturday Psalm 16 Song of trust in God

Sunday Luke 24:13-35 Road to Emmaus

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK

Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have

you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not

seen and yet have come to believe.” John 20:28-29 (NRSV)

PRAYERS AND BLESSING

A Prayer for the Week:
Everlasting God, strengthen us in faith; give us the desire to know you more day by day that we
may live with love and hope through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Mealtime Prayer:
Dear God, may we receive this food with joy, knowing that all good gifts come from you. Amen.

A Blessing to Give:
May Jesus Christ, the Risen Lord, bring you joy.
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Take a moment to tell or think about a recent mountain high and/or valley low in your life.

CARING CONVERSATIONS Ce

Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:
e What are words that describe your relationship with a friend or family member?
e In what ways can you grow in your relationship with Jesus?

DEVOTIONS &

Read: John 20:19-31.

Itis hard to read this text and not be influenced by the title “doubting Thomas.” However, it is
only Thomas in the entire Gospel of John who makes the confession of faith that Jesus is God
and more specifically, “My God” (v. 28). In this passage there are at least two important points
revealed about the Christian faith: 1) faith is relational (Thomas personalizes Jesus as “My
God”), and 2) faith is a lifelong jourmey. Jesus blessed those who “come to believe” (v. 29). The
Greek text denotes a continuous process, not just believing at a certain point in time, but
continuing to believe. In a faith thatis relational, this ongoing process of believing and relating
to Jesus is essential. What Jesus means for us and to us will continue to develop for a lifetime.
As we age and as we have new experiences and challenges, the meaning of Jesus for our lives
and our world evolves, even as we evolve and “have life in his name” (v. 31). Our relationship
with Jesus grows and develops over time.

Discuss: How would you describe your relationship with Jesus?

Pray: Come, Lord Jesus, into my life again this day, that | may gladly acknowledge you as my
God and have life through you each and every day. Amen.

SERVICE &f

Jesus calls us to serve our neighborin love. Based on the Daily Bible Readings and theme for
this week, how can you help others to see Jesus as Lord through your actions and words?

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS ﬁ

When Jesus appeared to the disciples after the resurrection, he said, “Peace be with you”
(John 20:19b). This has become a traditional greeting among Christians as a reminder of
Christ’s presence. Greet friends and family in your home using these words:

“Peace be with you.”
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