Trinity’'s Weekly Connection

Sunday, May 17, 2026 — Seventh Sunday of Easter

This Week at Trinity Lutheran Church

Sunday, May 17
New Members Sunday

Diapers and Undies Drive continues
Traditional Worship, 8 a.m.

Two-Way Radio Training, 9 a.m.

Rejoice Worship (Rejoice Band), 9:15 a.m.
Live Streaming of Worship, 9:15 and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School, 9:15 a.m.

Two-Way Radio Training, 10:15 a.m.

Stay & Play, 10:30 a.m.

Traditional Worship, 10:45 a.m.

Two-Way Radio Training, 11:45 a.m.

High School Youth Group, 6:30 p.m.

Adult Forum: Faith and Civic Life, 6:30 p.m.

Monday, May 18
Finance, 9 a.m.

Beyond Belief Band Rehearsal, 6 p.m.

Fellowship & Hospitality Committee Mtg, 6:30 p.m.

Health Ministries Committee Meeting, 6:30 p.m.

Tuesday, May 19

Tuesday Women'’s Bible Study, 9:30 a.m.
LWR Quilters, 9:30 a.m.

Tai Chi, 10 a.m.

Care & Share, 10:30 a.m.

GriefShare, 2:45 p.m.

Stephen Ministry Continuing Education, 6:30 p.m.
Scout Troop 290, 6:30 p.m.

Court of Honor—Troop 290, 7 p.m.
Tuesday Book Group, 7 p.m.

Stephen Ministry Peer Support, 7:30 p.m.

Wednesday, May 20

Core Fitness & Flexibility, 9:30 a.m.
Coffee & Donuts, 10 a.m.

Pastor Jon's Adult Forum, 10:30 a.m.
JOYful Days Luncheon, 11:30 a.m.
JOYful Days Speaker, 12:30 p.m.
Cub Scout Pack 3015, 6:30 p.m.

Thursday, May 21
Men’s Bible Study, 7 a.m.

Tai Chi, 10 a.m.
Volunteer at In The Image, 10 a.m.
Bridge, 1 p.m.

Friday, May 22
Friday Women's Bible Study, 9:30 a.m.

Saturday, May 23
Game Night & Potluck, 5:30 p.m.

Sunday, May 24
Pentecost Sunday

Diapers and Undies Drive continues

Traditional Worship, 8 a.m.

Rejoice Worship (Beyond Belief), 9:15 a.m.

Live Streaming of Worship, 9:15 and 10:45 a.m.
Traditional Worship, 10:45 a.m.

Graduation Party, 2 p.m.

Adult Forum: Faith and Civic Life, 6:30 p.m.

Assisting in Worship This Morning

8a.m.

Sacristan: Elaine Rongey

Lector: Julie Westra

Communion Assistants: Albert Asfour,
Dale Barkema

Ushers: Dale Barkema, Elaine Rongey

9:15a.m.
Rejoice band leading worship
Sacristans: Chuck Hickerty & Glenn Swanson
Lector: Lisa Mead
Communion Assistants: Morrie & Cindy Fongers
Ushers: Patty Boer, Dan Butler, John Hall,
Jim Willman
Acolyte: Kate Bishop

10:45 a.m.
Cantor: Mark Stover
Sacristans: Dolly Lowe
Lector: John Fox
Communion Assistants: Sue Coates,
Beth Vanderwall
Ushers: Steve Cairns, Joe & Marybeth laria,
Lois McCardell, Paul Kohn
Acolyte: Steven Unruh, Megan Unruh

Bread Baker: Nanci Guigue

Trinity Members in Our Prayers

We pray for Trinity members in times of illness,
hospitalization, rehabilitation and recovery:

Joyce Bonbrake, Bob Carlson, Barb Crossman, Carol
Eriksen, Jon Ferguson, Colin Finch, Joe Fisher, Beth
Hall, Bob Heine, Jon Lark, Marilyn Leese, Bob
Leeser, Tom Mannisto, Jill McKinney, Marilyn
Mellema, Nancy Moga, Dorothy Postema,
Jacqueline Riegling, Marian Schaible, Chris Straw,
Glenn Swanson, Jim Vanderwall, Julie Williams, and
Kathryn Zielenski.

We also lift up Trinity families mourning the loss of
loved ones: Bill Bailey, Kim and Bill Brock, David and

Pastor Kari Fast, Mike Guis and family, Sherri Ide,
Jan Jacobson, Brad and Gayl Kessel, Ed and Joan
Lohr, Nate and Maddie Scurfield and family, and
Valerie Seif.

Contact the church office to be added to the prayer
list. Names remain on the list for 3 months unless
otherwise requested.

We also lift up in prayer this week the supply
pastors and the people of Our Saviour Lutheran
Church in Saginaw, partners with us in ministry
North/West Lower Michigan Synod, ELCA.

Readings & Hymns for May 17

Acts 1:6-14 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11
Psalm 68:1-10; 32-35 John 17:1-11

#836  Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee (red book)
#641  All Are Welcome (red book)

#401  Gracious Spirit, Heed Our Pleading (red book)
#392  Alleluia! Sing to Jesus (red book)
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Eternity is living now with God and with one another.

DAILY BIBLE READINGS

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.

Sunday John 17:1-11 Jesus prays for his disciples
Monday Acts 1:6-14 Ascension of Jesus
Tuesday 1 Peter 4:12-14;5:6-11 Tending the flock of God

Wednesday 1 Thessalonians 5:12-28 Paul’s encouraging words

Thursday Deuteronomy 8:1-10 God’s protection

Friday Ephesians 4:7-16 Unity in the body of Christ
Saturday Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35 Praise and thanksgiving
Sunday John 20:19-23 Jesus appears to his disciples

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK

And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and
Jesus Christ whom you have sent. John 17:3 (NRSV)

PRAYERS AND BLESSING

A Prayer for the Week:
Etemal God, give us the Spirit of Christ that we may know you and live with you today and with
one anotherin love. Amen.

Mealtime Prayer:

Lord of orphans and protector of widows, as we enjoy this meal, we pray for food for all people.
Amen. (Psalm 68:5)

A Blessing to Give:
May the God of grace strengthen you.
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Change My Heart, O God - Y fa ith
WEEKLY MILESTONES

________________________________________ 2y home

Take a moment to tell or think about a recent mountain high and/or valley low in your life.

CARING CONVERSATIONS G®

Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:
e |[f you could spend a day doing anything you want to do, what would it be?
® How is God's love different than a friend’s love?

DEVOTIONS ‘@&

Read: John 17:1-11.

Being with God in etemity seems to be something we anticipate after we die, but not in the
Gospel of John. Etemity is understood as a life that begins now and is experienced through
faith in “the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent” (v. 3). Jesus speaks of his
glory. The hour of his glory is his suffering, death, and resurrection. We participate in Jesus’
glory as those who remain in the world now protected by God. Eternal life is experienced as a
life of glory that knows suffering and also knows God in Christ. A personal relationship with
Jesus s not private. We live in eternity now as the body of Christ in the world together.
Therefore, Jesus prays that all of his followers “may be one, as we are one,” (v. 11) that is, as
Jesus and the Father are one. Etemal life involves a relationship to God that knows, trusts, and
believes in Jesus as the one who is with the Father. One may ask, “How do you think you will
experience etemity after you have died?” John’s question would be, “How do you experience
eternity now, living with God and with one another in a world that God loves?”

Discuss: What difference does it make for you to know that eternity is now, and not just after
you die?

Pray: Eternal God, we thank you for the gift of faith that we may experience your presence in
our lives through the body of Christ. Amen.

SERVICE &f

Jesus calls us to serve our neighborin love. Based on the Daily Bible Readings and theme for
this week, how can you help someone who is experiencing challenges in their life?

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS ﬁ

The disciples watched Jesus ascend to heaven as a doud took him out of sight. Jesus told the
disdples they would be his witnesses (Acts 1:8). Make a dessert in a glass alternating blue
gelatin with whipped cream to symbolize the sky, clouds, and Jesus’ ascension. While eating
the dessert, think or talk about ways you have been or can be a witness for Jesus. After you
finish, say the Lord’s Prayer.
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