Trinity's Weekly Connection

Sunday, July 5, 2026 — Sixth Sunday after Pentecost

This Week at Trinity Lutheran Church

Sunday, July 5
Bus Ticket Appeal continues

School Supplies - Congress Elem. Appeal continues
Traditional Worship, 8 a.m.
First Sunday of the Month Bible Study, 9:15 a.m.
Combined Outdoor Rejoice Worship

Followed by a Sack Lunch Picnic

on the Lawn, 10 a.m.

Monday, July 6
Finance, 9 a.m.

Volunteer In The Image, 1 p.m.

Tuesday, July 7
Staff Calendaring Meeting, 9:30 a.m.

LWR Quilters, 9:30 a.m.

Tai Chi, 10 a.m.

Executive Committee Meeting, 6:30 p.m.
Faith & Civic Life Circle, 7 p.m.

Wednesday, July 8

Thursday, July 9
Tai Chi, 10 a.m.

Endowment Committee Meeting, 6 p.m.
Choosing Peace & Serenity AFG, 7 p.m.

Friday, July 10
Saturday, July 11

Sunday, July 12
Bus Ticket Appeal continues

School Supplies - Congress Elem. Appeal continues
Traditional Worship, 8 a.m.

Rejoice Worship, 9:15 a.m.

Live Streaming of Worship, 9:15 and 10:45 a.m.
Traditional Worship, 10:45 a.m.

Baptisms Today

Today at 10 a.m. we welcome Anderson
Christopher Engle into the Body of Christ by the
waters of Holy Baptism. Anderson’s parents are

Andrew and Lorissa Engle, his big sister is Hayden,

and grandparents are Trinity members Chris and
Kim Engle. Anderson’s sponsors are Brennon and
Rachel Dick.

Assisting in Worship This Morning

8 a.m.

Sacristan: Elaine Rongey

Lector: Julie Westra

Communion Assistants: Nancy Morrison,
Elaine Rongey

Ushers: Joel Westra, Jude Westra

10 a.m.

Sacristan: Keith Flatt, Kristi Flatt

Lector: Kelly Wittry

Communion Assistants: Colin & Caitlin Finch
Ushers: Scott Stoll, Brad Kessel

Bread Baker: Janet Genow, Dolly Lowe

Trinity Members in Our Prayers

We pray for Trinity members in times of illness,
hospitalization, rehabilitation and recovery:

Mark Baker, Bob Carlson, Barb Crossman, Carol
Eriksen, Jon Ferguson, Joe Fisher, Beth Hall, Denny
Helzer, Marilyn Leese, Bob Leeser, Tim Lundgren, Jill
McKinney, Dorothy Postema, Pat Radloff, Annette
Remsburg, Joan Start, Chris Straw, and Glenn
Swanson.

We also lift up Trinity families mourning the loss of
loved ones: Bill Bailey, Kim and Bill Brock, Joanne
and Don Brouse, David and Pastor Kari Fast, Deb
Freeberg, Mary Frick, Nanci and Bob Guigue, Mike
Guis and family, Brad and Gayl Kessel, Karen
Krummel, Ed and Joan Lohr, Cheryl Rosen, and
Valerie Seif.

Contact the church office to be added to the prayer
list. Names remain on the list for 3 months unless
otherwise requested.

We also lift up in prayer this week Pastor Travis
James Smith and the people of Saron Lutheran
Church in St. Joseph, partners with us in mission
and ministry in the North/West Lower Michigan
Synod, ELCA.

Readings & Hymns for July 5

Zechariah 9:9-12 Romans 7:15-25a
Psalm 145:8-14 Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30

#807 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing (red book)
#608  Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling (red book)
#888 0O Beautiful for Spacious Skies (red book)



JULY 5, 2026 -|-
SIXTH SUNDAY . taking

AFTER PENTECOST = _ « " faith
home

-

Jesus gives rest to the weary.
DAILY BIBLE READINGS

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.

Sunday Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 Rest for the weary
Monday Zechariah 9:9-12 Coming ruler of God’s people
Tuesday Romans 7:15-25a The conflictin us

Wednesday Isaiah 40:27-31 The Lord gives strength

Thursday Hebrews 4:1-11 Rest that God promised
Friday Mark 2:23-27 A question about the sabbath
Saturday Psalm 145:8-14 The Lord is kind and merciful
Sunday Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 Parable of the sower

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK

“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and
I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for | am
gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my
yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” Matthew 11:28-30 (NRSV)

PRAYERS AND BLESSING

A Prayer for the Week:

Merciful God, we thank you for giving us rest when we are weary and the invitation to lean on
you through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Mealtime Prayer:
Lord God, we thank you for this gift of food that strengthens our bodies and your presence in our
lives that gives rest for our souls. Amen.

A Blessing to Give:
May God take your burdens and give you rest.
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Take a moment to tell or think about a recent mountain high and/or valley low in your life.

CARING CONVERSATIONS Ge®

Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:
® When you are exhausted, where do you find rest and support?
® Jesus gives rest to the weary. How has Jesus given you rest?

Do

Jesus Say

DEVOTIONS '@

Read: Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30.

In this text Jesus speaks with two very different emotional tones. When Jesus names “this
generation”(v. 16), he is really speaking about us. As humans, we are bent on rejecting God,
preserving alienation from God, and pursuing idols of any sort. We, as people seeking after our
own glory, will never be satisfied with God. We reject the austerity of John the Baptist and the
life of abundant pleasure of Jesus. God’s message offered music that we refuse to dance to and
grief for which we refuse to express sadness. But the tone changes dramatically at verse 25.
God reveals Jesus to infants, to the weary, and to those carrying heavy burdens. The Gospel of
Matthew is filled with judgment for those who are content with their own lives and yet
merciful to those wanting and needing something they cannot give themselves: the peace and
joy of the reign of God. In the moment of need, Jesus comes and gives us rest, takes our
burdens, and gives us an easy yoke to guide us.

Discuss: Jesus speaks with words of judgment and of comfort. Why do you think we need to
hear both?

Pray: Merciful God, cleanse us of our self-assurance that is blind to you, and help us to hear
your invitation to find rest for our souls through Christ our Lord. Amen.

SERVICE ¢f

Jesus calls us to serve our neighborin love. Based on the Daily Bible Readings and theme for
this week, how can you help and support someone you know who is in need of rest?

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS i

Read Psalm 145:8-14 as a traditional prayer practice called lectio divina. Read the text two
times slowly, pausing after each reading. After the second reading, choose a word or phrase
from the text that captures your attention. Focus on that word or phrase. Then read the text
again and think about how the text connects with your life today. Pause, again, for reflection.
Read the passage a fourth time and spend time reflecting on how this passage might direct
your life to some action in the next few days. Conclude yourtime of prayer and reflection with
verse 8: “The Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
Amen.”
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In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily life as an
effective faith formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org



