Trinity's Weekly Connection

Sunday, July 12, 2026 — Seventh Sunday after Pentecost

This Week at Trinity Lutheran Church

Sunday, July 12
Bus Ticket Appeal continues

School Supplies - Congress Elem. Appeal continues
Traditional Worship, 8 a.m.

Rejoice Worship, 9:15 a.m.

Live Streaming of Worship, 9:15 and 10:45 a.m.
Traditional Worship, 10:45 a.m.

Monday, July 13

Messenger Deadline

Finance, 9 a.m.

Chronic Health Problem Support Group, 10 a.m.
Stephen Leaders Meeting, 1:30 p.m.

Oasis Community Board Meeting, 5:30 p.m.
Safety & Security Committee Meeting, 5:30 p.m.
Council Meeting, 6:30 p.m.

Tuesday, July 14
LWR Quilters, 9:30 a.m.

Wednesday, July 15

Thursday, July 16
Volunteer at In The Image, 10 a.m.

Choosing Peace & Serenity AFG, 7 p.m.

Friday, July 17

Saturday, July 18
Men's Breakfast, 8 a.m.

Sunday, July 19
Bus Ticket Appeal continues

School Supplies - Congress Elem. Appeal continues
Traditional Worship, 8 a.m.

Rejoice Worship, 9:15 a.m.

Live Streaming of Worship, 9:15 and 10:45 a.m.
Traditional Worship, 10:45 a.m.

Baptism Today

Today at 10:45 a.m. we welcome Marla Klap into

the Body of Christ by the waters of Holy Baptism.

Marla’s sponsors are Dallas Klap and Tom
Mannisto.

Assisting in Worship This Morning

8a.m.

Sacristan: Carrie Wygmans

Lector: Carrie Wygmans

Communion Assistants: Marcia Schaner, Sue Wait
Ushers: Dale Barkema, Elaine Rongey

9:15a.m.

Sacristan: Kim Hysell

Lector: Lynne Spoelhof

Communion Assistants: Kris Baker, Kim Hysell
Ushers: Mark Baker, Patty Boer, Dan Butler
Acolyte: Megan Unruh

10:45 a.m.

Cantor: Jennie Judd Reyes
Sacristan: Steve Heacock
Lector: Lois McCardell
Communion Assistants: Jim Coates,
Debra Freeberg
Ushers: Jim & Sue Coates, Kara Day, Kurt Leopold

Bread Baker: Janet Genow, Dolly Lowe

Trinity Members in Our Prayers

We pray for Trinity members in times of illness,
hospitalization, rehabilitation and recovery:

Mark Baker, Bob Carlson, Barb Crossman, Carol
Eriksen, Jon Ferguson, Joe Fisher, Beth Hall, Denny
Helzer, Marilyn Leese, Bob Leeser, Tess Lundgren,
Tim Lundgren, Jill McKinney, Dorothy Postema, Pat
Radloff, Jacqueline Riegling, Annette Remsburg,
Joan Start, Chris Straw, and Lisa Wiseman.

We also lift up Trinity families mourning the loss of

loved ones: Bill Bailey, Kim and Bill Brock, Joanne
and Don Brouse, David and Pastor Kari Fast, Deb
Freeberg, Mary Frick, Nanci and Bob Guigue, Mike
Guis and family, Brad and Gayl Kessel, Karen
Krummel, Eric and Marcy Larson, Ed and Joan Lohr,
Cheryl Rosen, Valerie Seif, Bill and Dawn Thorsen.

Contact the church office to be added to the prayer
list. Names remain on the list for 3 months unless
otherwise requested.

We also lift up in prayer this week Pastor Jonathan
Reid and the people of Immanuel Lutheran Church
in Sutton’s Bay, partners with us in mission and
ministry in the North/West Lower Michigan Synod,
ELCA.

Readings & Hymns for July 12

Isaiah 55:10-13 Romans 8:1-11
Psalm 65:[1-8] 9-13 Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

#853  When Morning Gilds the Skies (red book)
#869 Praise and Thanksgiving (red book)
#547 Sent Forth by God'’s Blessing (red book)
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God’s word brings new life and growth.

DAILY BIBLE READINGS

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.

Sunday Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23
Monday Romans 8:1-11
Tuesday Isaiah 55:10-13

Wednesday Psalm 119:105-112

Thursday  Genesis 25:19-34

Friday Leviticus 26:1-13
Saturday Psalm 65:1-13

Sunday Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK

Parable of the sower

Life in the Spirit

God’s word is powerful

Light from the Lord’s law

Esau and Jacob

Rewards for obedience
Thanksgiving for earth’s bounty
Parable of the weeds

By awesome deeds you answer us with deliverance, O God of our

salvation; you are the hope of all the ends of the earth and of the farthest

seas. Psalm 65:5 (NRSV)

PRAYERS AND BLESSING

A Prayer for the Week:

God of abundant grace and mercy, help us to receive your word of life that we may be your good

soil to grow in faith and share your word with others.

Mealtime Prayer:

Amen.

God of abundant harvests, we thank you for your etemal care that blesses us with daily food

through Christ our Lord. Amen.

A Blessing to Give:

May God lead you outin joy and back in peace. (Isaiah 55:12)
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Take a moment to tell or think about a recent mountain high and/or valley low in your life.

CARING CONVERSATIONS G®

Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:
e Whatis needed foragarden to be productive?
e When and where do you receive God’s word?

DEVOTIONS 8

Read: Isaiah 55:10-13 and Romans 8:1-11.

Yes, we have an awesome God, as hoted in Psalm 65:5. In Isaiah 55 that awesomenessis
expressed through God’s word that is powerful. It does what God intends. Itis productive.
Isaiah 55 announces the retum from exile for God’s people. God’s word, God’s will shall
accomplish it. This text is often used at the ordination of a pastor or a deacon. However, could
we not also use it at weddings, baptisms, and any other occasion that celebrates God’s people
living togetherin faith, hope, and love? God’s word is given for all of us to speak aloud to one
another for our encouragement and growth in life and faith. God’s word at a meal creates
thankful hearts for the abundance of God'’s love with daily food. God’s word in the morning,
evening, or at bedtime reminds us of the etemal care of God and that we are those in whom
the Spirit of Christ dwells and for whom there is no condemnation (Romans 8:1 and 11). Let's
cast God’s word into all the corners of the earth, landing on all kinds of soil where it may
sprout up and produce an abundant harvest.

Discuss: When are times during the week that you use and speak God’s word?

Pray: Creative God, may the Spirit of Christ create in me the good soil to receive your word
and grow in grace. Amen.

SERVICE ¢f

Jesus calls us to serve our neighborin love. Based on the Daily Bible Readings and theme for
this week, what can you do to help plant the seeds of God’s word with those around you?

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS ﬁ

“But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it,
who indeed bears fruit” (Matthew 13:23a). Take a sheet of paper and write “Good Soil” across
the bottom. Draw a fruit tree with a trunk, leaves, and fruit. On each drawing of fruit, write
different ways you show God’s love to others. Read what you have written and think or talk
about how your “fruits” help you and others grow in their faith.

Then pray: Dear God, give us the faith to bear good fruit. Amen.
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In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily life as an
effective faith formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org



