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Welcome/

Music is a universal language that welcomes all into its presence. What
we hear and experience through music moves our souls and refreshes our
spirit. Hearing live music together builds community.

It is my honor to serve as the Artistic Director for the Celebration of Music
Concert Series. Trinity has a long history of welcoming people to worship,
to concerts, and to the many opportunities that it offers via outreach
ministries. | have been a part of Trinity's staff since the beginning of
2022, and | am delighted to design our annual series and perform in
concerts alongside so many stellar musicians.

It is my great joy to serve as the Director of Music Ministries & Organist
for the vibrant liturgical worship at Trinity. | work with a wonderful team
of pastors, including Senior Pastor Jon Niketh and Associate Pastors Dan
Schewe and Kari Fast.

| also have the joy of working with Dr. Mark Stover, Worship & Music
Associate and the Director of the Trinity Choir. Trinity’s music ministry
provides opportunities for worship music interns to sing with the Trinity
Choir. These college students expand their music education through
these appointed internships and find a warm church home.

Trinity is blessed with many gifts to share. We look forward to seeing you
at our concerts this season!

Dr. Darlene Kuperus
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Vox GR: 2026-2027 Artists-In-Residence

Vox GR has been a regular part of Trinity’s
concert series since the spring of 2023.
Their incredible artistry, dedication to choral
arts, and engaging programs have been

a highlight. We are pleased to welcome
them in their second year as “artists-in-
residence” along with their Artistic Director
and Conductor, Dr. Christopher Mason. They
make their rehearsal home at Trinity as they
prepare for concerts in the Grand Rapids
area, with two concerts in our beautiful
sanctuary. We are proud to support the
vision and artistry of Vox GR!

Concert Series Sponsors

Each concert season we offer the
opportunity for donors to join together as
financial sponsors of the upcoming series.
These highly attended concerts draw a
significant number of guests. Trinity is
known for its strong commitment to the gift
of music shared in worship services and

in concerts featured in the Celebration of
Music Concert Series.

Named sponsors are printed in each concert
program and updated throughout the
season. Your generosity makes it possible
for us to sustain our annual series and offer
concerts without ticket cost.

Freewill donations are accepted at all
concerts as an additional way to support the
costs of the many guest musicians that we
feature, with a suggested donation of $15/
person. All are welcome to experience the
gift of music in Trinity’s resonant, beautiful
sanctuary.



oncerts

Sunday, September 27, 2026
3 p.m. | Trinity Lutheran Church
AMORE E AMICIZIA (LOVE & FRIENDSHIP)

This concert features tenor soloist Daniel Okereke, a Calvin University student
and Choral Worship Music Intern at Trinity. He will be joined by several of his
college choral friends and a string quartet of local symphony musicians.

Featuring music centered on the deeply human themes of love and friendship,
Amore e Amicizia presents a curated program of classical works and popular
crossover pieces, including opera and art songs. Repertoire includes favorites
such as Time to Say Goodbye, Belle nuit, 6 nuit d'amour from Jacques
Offenbach’s opera The Tales of Hoffmann, and an excerpt from La Bohéme by
Giacomo Puccini.

More than a performance, this concert seeks to showcase the artistry, beauty,
and musical gifts God has richly blessed the Calvin Community with and shared
at Trinity through gifted choral interns.



Sunday, October 18, 2026

3 p.m. | Trinity Lutheran Church

SONGS OF LIFE: THE CALVIN ALUMNI CHOIR CELEBRATES 50 YEARS
SEAN IVORY, CONDUCTOR | JULIA BROWN, ACCOMPANIST

Celebrating its 50th season, the Calvin Alumni Choir

continues their mission of organizing and promoting

choral singing of the highest caliber. Through rehearsal CalVln @s
and performance, the choir cultivates an awareness, ungll;
understanding, and appreciation for the Christian faith,

choral music, and Calvin University. Unique in the choral

world, the choir is made up of alumni from Calvin University spanning multiple
generations.

Over the years, the choir has participated in international tours and has
performed at state, regional, and national conferences of the American Choral
Directors Association. The Calvin Alumni Choir is excited to participate in their
first ever Trinity Lutheran Church concert series.

Some of the music you'll enjoy hearing includes:

Sicut cervus (Giovanni Palestrina), Evocation (Hye-Young Cho), Set Me as a Seal
(René Clausen), A New Song (James MacMillan), and Somewhere from West Side
Story (Robert Edgerton).



Concerts

Saturday, November 21, 2026

3 p.m. | Trinity Lutheran Church

EMBELLISH: | HEARD THE BELLS ON CHRISTMAS DAY
BRENDA AUSTIN, ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

The Embellish Handbell Ensemble, under the direction of Brenda E. Austin,
presents an inspiring afternoon of music celebrating light, joy, and the changing
season. Featuring lyrical originals, festive favorites, and dynamic handbell
artistry, the program also includes a special collaboration with Trinity’s Resound
Bell Choir, creating a joyful and memorable musical experience.

This is a perfect way to begin enjoying some of your Christmas favorites and
to hear them played by extraordinary handbell ringers. Their techniques will
amaze, and their musicianship will bring to life cherished favorites and new
compositions alike.



Saturday, December 19, 2026

5 p.m. | Trinity Lutheran Church

VOXMAS 2026: A CHRISTMAS CAROL

DR. CHRISTOPHER MASON, ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

VOXmas is Vox GR Choral Ensemble’s
annual through-composed winter choral
concert. VOXmas 2026 features a live

reading of Charles Dickens’ A Christmas CHORAL ENSEMBLE
Carol accompanied by choral music

which underpins and comments on the unfolding story. Beautiful singing will
bring forth the season’s themes of goodwill, generosity, and second chances.

Parking will be particularly challenging for this popular concert. Please consider
carpooling — and then enjoy dinner out with your friends after the concert!



Concerts

Sunday, January 31, 2027
3 p.m. | Trinity Lutheran Church
KUPERUS, KRUMMEL & COMPANY: DANCE!

Instrumental music is closely tied to dance music in all centuries and cultures.
Come and explore the evolution of dance forms and enjoy listening as well as
seeing them come to life via dancers and instruments. Several local dance
ensembles join us to celebrate music of many times and places. Together they
will bring imaginative energy that is at the heart of this music.

A broad array of dance styles includes Celtic, Renaissance, Baroque, tango,
waltz, and more! Keyboardist Darlene Kuperus (Trinity's Music Director) and
cellist Karen Krummel (Calvin University) will be joined by an array of other
instrumentalists as they explore the theme “DANCE!"



CHORAL ENSEMBLE

el

a helping hand

choral music inspiring care

for the community

ft. ‘poor hymnal’
by david lang

Friday, March 5, 2027

7 p-m. | Trinity Lutheran Church

VOX GR: ARTISTS-IN-RESIDENCE VOCAL ENSEMBLE

A HELPING HAND: INSPIRING CARE FOR THE COMMUNITY

Just as a hymnal collects the beliefs of a faith community, composer David
Lang's work Poor Hymnal collects psalms, proverbs, and quotes by leaders like
Mother Theresa and Mahatma Gandhi to profess our collective belief in the
importance of caring for the most vulnerable among us. The choir will present
this striking modern work and inspired audience members can stay after to
partake in a short community service project held in the Courtyard at Trinity.



Concerts

il

Sunday, April 18,2027

3 p.m. | Trinity Lutheran Church

CALVIN UNIVERSITY & HOPE COLLEGE COLLABORATION:
RACHMANINOFF “VESPERS”

DR. MARK STOVER & DR. ERIC REYES, CO-DIRECTORS

Join us for the artistic collaboration between two treasured West Michigan
collegiate choral programs: Calvin and Hope! The Calvin University Capella

and Hope College Chapel Choir come together to present one of the greatest
masterworks ever penned: Sergei Rachmaninoff's All-Night Vigil (Vespers) Opus
37. This work, rarely performed in the United States, shares some of the most
sublime and powerful a cappella sacred choral artistry. Don't miss your chance
to be a part of this historic performance under the co-direction of Dr. Mark Stover
(Calvin University) and Dr. Eric Reyes (Hope College).



Sunday, April 25, 2027

6 p.m. | LaGrave Avenue Christian Reformed Church | 107 La Grave Ave SE
FESTIVAL OF HYMNS:

COMBINED CHOIRS OF TRINITY LUTHERAN & LAGRAVE CHURCHES

Internationally recognized organist and church music composer David Cherwien
will present a hymn festival at LaGrave Avenue Christian Reformed Church.
Joint participants will include the clergy and choirs of LaGrave Avenue CRC and
Trinity Lutheran Church with Cherwien leading from the organ.

Dr. Cherwien served as Cantor at Mount Olive Lutheran Church in Minneapolis
from 2001-2024. In that role, he continued the tradition of creative hymn singing
begun and sustained by predecessors Paul Manz and Mark Sedio. From 2001
through 2022 he also served as Artistic Director of the National Lutheran

Choir. He is a nationally known conductor, composer, and organist. Recognized
for his contributions to the field of church music and liturgy, he is often called
upon to serve as clinician and hymn festival leader across the country.

Dr. Cherwien is a founding member of the Association of Lutheran Church
Musicians and has served in its leadership in a variety of capacities, including as
National President from 1993 to 1997.
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