Trinity's Weekly Connection

This Week at Trinity Lutheran Church

Sunday, September 6
Coats, Blankets, Outerwear Appeal begins

Traditional Worship, 8 a.m.

Rejoice Worship, 9:15 a.m.

Live Streaming of Worship, 9:15 and 10:45 a.m.
Traditional Worship, 10:45 a.m.

Monday, September 7
Labor Day — Office is Closed

Tuesday, September 8

Finance, 9 a.m.

LWR Quilters, 9:30 a.m.

Tai Chi, 1 p.m.

Executive Committee Meeting, 6 p.m.
Scout Troop 290, 6:30 p.m.

Wednesday, September 9
Outreach Committee Meeting, 12 p.m.

Thursday, September 10

Tai Chi, 1 p.m.

Young Adult Women'’s Bible Study, 6 p.m.
Resound Bell Choir Rehearsal, 6 p.m.
Choosing Peace & Serenity AFG, 7 p.m.
Trinity Choir Rehearsal, 7:15 p.m.

Friday, September 11
Friday Women's Book Club, 9:30 a.m.

Saturday, September 12
Game Night, 5 p.m.

Sunday, September 6, 2026 - Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Sunday, September 13

Coats, Blankets, Outerwear Appeal continues
Kick Off Sunday for Children’s and Youth Ministry
God'’s work. Our hands., 8 a.m. - noon
Traditional Worship, 8 a.m.

Rejoice Worship, 9:15 a.m.

Live Streaming of Worship, 9:15 and 10:45 a.m.
Traditional Worship, 10:45 a.m.

Stephen Ministry Continuing Education, 12:30 p.m.

Stephen Ministry Peer Support, 1:30 p.m.
Confirmation Class, 3 p.m.
High School Youth Group, 6:30 p.m.

Assisting in Worship This Morning

8am.

Sacristan: Carrie Wygmans

Lector: Sheila Talsma

Communion Assistants: Nancy Morrison,
Marcia Schaner

Ushers: Joel Westra, Jude Westra

9:15a.m.
Sacristan: Kim Hysell
Lector: Carol Butler

Communion Assistants: Mari Franz, Tess Lundgren

Ushers: Ethan Guis, Ed Lohr, Lisa Mead,
Morrie & Cindy Fongers

10:45 a.m. Traditional Worship

Cantor: Daniel Okereke

Sacristan: Kara Day

Lector: Gale Volkerding

Communion Assistants: Linda Taffs,

Dale Volkerding

Ushers: David Marquardt, Scott Stoll,

Bill & Ginger Young

Bread Baker: Linda Taffs

Trinity Members in Our Prayers

We pray for Trinity members in times of illness,
hospitalization, rehabilitation and recovery:

Jane Barsema, Krysta Billock, Don Bushman, Barb
Crossman, Jon Ferguson, Joe Fisher, Tom Fredrickson,
Denny Helzer, Marla Klap, Steve Korb, Tess Lundgren,
Tim Lundgren, Chris Straw, Glenn Swanson, and Becca
Tellinghuisen.

We also lift up Trinity families mourning the loss of
loved ones: Steven and Diane Ardolino, Bill Bailey, Kim
and Bill Brock, Joanne and Don Brouse, Deb Freeberg,
Nanci and Bob Guigue, Karen Krummel, Eric and Marcy
Larson, Cheryl Rosen, Pastor Dan and Alexis Schewe,
Dave and Sheila Talsma, and Bill and Dawn Thorsen.

Contact the church office to be added to the prayer list.
Names remain on the list for 3 months unless otherwise
requested.

We also lift up in prayer this week Pastor Rob Schmidt
and the people of Christ Lutheran Church in Wyoming,
partners with us in mission and ministry in the
North/West Lower Michigan Synod, ELCA.

Readings & Hymns for September 6

Ezekiel 33:7-11
Psalm 119:33-40

Romans 13:8-14
Matthew 18:15-20

#864 Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven (red book)
#247 Come Now, O Prince of Peace (red book)
#543  Go, My Children, with My Blessing (red book)
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Resolve conflicts in the church with mercy.

DAILY BIBLE READINGS

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.

Sunday Matthew 18:15-20 Seeking reconciliation
Monday Ezekiel 33:7-11 God’s judgment seeks repentance
Tuesday Romans 13:8-14 Love for one another

Wednesday Philippians 4:1-3  Paul encourages the Lord’s followers
Romans 5:6-11
Friday Ephesians 4:25-32 Rules for the new life
Psalm 119:33-40

Matthew 18:21-35 A parable about forgiveness

Thursday Being acceptable to God

Saturday A prayer for understanding

Sunday
SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK

“If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out the
fault when the two of you are alone. If you are listened to, you have
regained that one.” Matthew 18:15 (NRSV)

PRAYERS AND BLESSING

A Prayer for the Week:

Almighty God, teach us your ways that we may live together in peace and see Jesus in the face of
others. Amen.

Mealtime Prayer:
Dear God, in the midst of violent storms and droughts we encounter in the world, we thank you
for this gift of food and for those who have brought it to us. Amen.

A Blessing to Give:
May God bless you to love your neighbor as yourself.
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Take a moment to tell or think about a recent mountain high and/or valley low in your life.

CARING CONVERSATIONS Ge®

Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:
e What do you do when your relationship with a neighbor, family member, or someone
elseis in conflict?
® Jesus says we are to pursue others with love and grace. How can knowing this help you
to resolve differences in relationships that are difficult?

Lift Up Your Heads % ¢+

DEVOTIONS @&

Read: Matthew 18:15-20.

All relationships experience conflict, even relationships in the church. Jesus is aware of this and
lays out a plan of action: out of love, be direct. Itis the way of life of the people of God. Thisis
announced by Paul in Romans 13:10: “Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the
fulfilling of the law.” Being right is not good enough. Having your own way is not good enough.
Be loving, be merciful, and pursue what is right; face conflict through a personal conversation
to resolve the issue. But if the person who has hurt you does not repent, thisis not an excuse
to treat them badly. Treat them as Jesus would treat a Gentile or tax collector. He pursued
them with his love. Jesus is present in all our relationships, even the stressful ones. We are to
seek out relationships with love and mercy.

Discuss: When you have been wronged or hurt in a relationship, how did you handle it? How
might Jesus’ words in Matthew 18 impact how you respond?

Pray: Lord Jesus, when | am with others, remind me that you are present. Strengthen us to
love one another anew each day. Amen.

SERVICE ¢f

Jesus calls us to serve our neighbor in love. Based on the Daily Bible Readings and theme for
this week, how can you help resolve a hurtful relationship you have with someone?

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS #

Jesus said, “For where two or three are gathered in my name, | am there among them.”
(Matthew 18:20). Think or talk about people in your life at home, school, work, in your family,
and in your neighborhood. Write their names down on a sheet of paper and next to each
name, a word or words that describe your relationship with each one. How is Jesus presentin
those relationships? Light a candle to symbolize Jesus’ presence within you.

Pray: Lord Jesus, help us to love others, live together in peace, and see your face in others.
Amen.
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In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestonesin your daily life as an
effective faith formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org



