Trinity's Weekly Connection

This Week at Trinity Lutheran Church

Sunday, September 13
Coats, Blankets, Outerwear Appeal continues

Kick Off Sunday for Children’s and Youth Ministry
God’s work. Our hands., 8 a.m. - noon
Traditional Worship, 8 a.m.

Rejoice Worship, 9:15 a.m.

Children’s Ministry Program, 9:15 a.m.

Live Streaming of Worship, 9:15 and 10:45 a.m.
Traditional Worship, 10:45 a.m.

Stephen Ministry Continuing Education, 12:30 p.m.

Stephen Ministry Peer Support, 1:30 p.m.
Confirmation Class, 3 p.m.
High School Youth Group, 6:30 p.m.

Monday, September 14

Messenger Deadline

Finance, 9 a.m.

Blood Drive, noon

Stephen Leaders Meeting, 1:30 p.m.

Property Committee, 5:30 p.m.

Safety & Security Committee Meeting, 5:30 p.m.
Council Meeting, 6:30 p.m.

Tuesday, September 15

LWR Quilters, 9:30 a.m.

Tuesday Women'’s Bible Study, 9:30 a.m.
Care & Share, 10:30 a.m.

Staff Meeting, 1 p.m.

Tai Chi, 1 p.m.

Young Adult Fellowship, 6 p.m.

Scout Troop 290, 6:30 p.m.

Book Club, 7 p.m.

Wednesday, September 16

Core Fitness & Flexibility, 9:30 a.m.
Communication Committee Meeting, noon
Usher Training, 6 p.m.

Thursday, September 17

Sunday, September 13, 2026 - Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Men'’s Bible Study, 7 a.m.

Coping with Chronic Conditions, 10 a.m.
DVAN Meeting, noon

Bridge, 1 p.m.

Tai Chi, T p.m.

Young Adult Women's Bible Study, 6 p.m.
Resound Bell Choir Rehearsal, 6 p.m.
Choosing Peace & Serenity AFG, 7 p.m.
Trinity Choir Rehearsal, 7:15 p.m.

Friday, September 18
Friday Women'’s Bible Study, 9:30 a.m.

Saturday, September 19
Property Workday, 9 a.m.

Sunday, September 20
Coats, Blankets, Outerwear Appeal continues

Traditional Worship, 8 a.m.

Rejoice Worship, 9:15 a.m.

Live Streaming of Worship, 9:15 and 10:45 a.m.
Traditional Worship, 10:45 a.m.

Usher Training, noon

COM Dress Rehearsal, 12:30 p.m.
Confirmation Class, 3 p.m.

High School Youth Group, 6:30 p.m.

Readings & Hymns for September 13

Genesis 50:15-21 Romans 14:1-12
Psalm 103:8-13 Matthew 18:21-35

#873  Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart (red book)
#359  Where Charity and Love Prevail (red book)
#639  When We Are Living (red book)

#548  Rise, O Church, Like Christ Arisen (red book)

Bread Baker: Jamie Kuntzman

Trinity Members in Our Prayers

We pray for Trinity members in times of illness,
hospitalization, rehabilitation and recovery:

Jane Barsema, Krysta Billock, Don Bushman, Barb
Crossman, Jon Ferguson, Joe Fisher, Tom Fredrickson,
Denny Helzer, Marla Klap, Steve Korb, Tess Lundgren, Tim
Lundgren, Tom Mannisto, Chris Straw, Glenn Swanson, and
Becca Tellinghuisen.

We also lift up Trinity families mourning the loss of loved
ones: Steven and Diane Ardolino, Bill Bailey, Kim and Bill
Brock, Joanne and Don Brouse, Debra Freeberg, Nanci and
Bob Guigue, Karen Krummel, Eric and Marcy Larson, Cheryl
Rosen, Pastor Dan and Alexis Schewe, Dave and Sheila
Talsma, and Bill and Dawn Thorsen.

Contact the church office to be added to the prayer list.
Names remain on the list for 3 months unless otherwise
requested.

We also lift up in prayer this week Deacon Kathy Bonn and

the people of Covenant Hospital Pastoral Care Department
in Saginaw, partners with us in mission and ministry in the

North/West Lower Michigan Synod, ELCA.

Assisting in Worship This Morning

8a.m.

Sacristan: Cathy Olson

Lector: Karen Unruh

Communion Assistants: Betty Hall, Sue Wait
Ushers: Dale Barkema, Elaine Rongey

9:15a.m.
Sacristan: Don & Judy Otten
Lector: Kris Baker
Communion Assistants: Mike Mason, Gail Mazurek
Ushers: Mark Baker, Dave & Carrie Boer,
Mark Hagbom & Sally Mahoney

10:45 a.m. Traditional Worship

Cantor: Mark Stover

Sacristan: Keith Flatt, Keith Flatt

Lector: Carrie Wygmans

Communion Assistants: Sandra Sudak, Beth Vanderwall

Ushers: Jim & Sue Coates, John Derbin, Don Kishman,
Kurt Leopold
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The people of God forgive.
DAILY BIBLE READINGS

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.

Sunday Matthew 18:21-35 A parable about forgiveness
Monday Genesis 50:15-21 Joseph forgives his brothers
Tuesday Romans 14:1-12 Do not judge another

Wednesday 2 Chronicles 7:12-18 The Lord appears to Solomon

Thursday Ephesians 1:3-14 Spiritual blessings in Christ
Friday John 8:1-11 Jesus intercedes for a woman
Saturday Psalm 103:1-13 Thanksgiving for God’s goodness
Sunday Matthew 20:1-16 Parable of the vineyard workers

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK

Bless the LORD, O my soul, and do not forget all his benefits—who
forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your diseases.
Psalm 103:2-3 (NRSV)

PRAYERS AND BLESSING

A Prayer for the Week:

Gracious God, we praise you for your desire to forgive; help us to love and forgive as we are loved
and forgiven through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Mealtime Prayer:
Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest; let these gifts to us be blessed. Let there be a goodly share on
every table, everywhere. Amen.

A Blessing to Give:
May God give you a merciful heart.
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Take a moment to tell or think about a recent mountain high and/or valley low in your life.

CARING CONVERSATIONS Ge®

Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:
e When someone says something hurtful to you, how do you react?
e How does God’s merdful forgiveness make a difference in our relationships?

DEVOTIONS @&

Read: Matthew 18:21-35.

Jesus presents a very unreal story to make a very real point. In Jesus’ day, each talent was
worth more than 15 years of work and a denarius was one day’s wage. Therefore, one slave
owed over 150,000 years of income while the other owed one hundred days of wages. The
differences are extreme to make a point. God’s forgiveness of us is wildly out-of-this-world and
wonderful. It leads the follower of Jesus Christ to sing or pray Psalm 103 that begins, “Bless the
LORD, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name”(v. 1). A concrete way to praise
God is to “forgive your brother or sister from your heart” (Matthew 18:35) and do so again and
again and again. Or, as Jesus suggests, do you want to consider the consequences of not
showing a little forgiveness to others? That lack of forgiveness Jesus says, would destroy your
life.

Discuss: How does this story challenge the way you think about forgiveness, especially God’s
forgiveness?

Pray: Merciful God, give me faith to remember how kind and generous you are to me and to
praise you by being kind and forgiving to others through Christ our Lord. Amen.

SERVICE &f

Jesus calls us to serve our neighborin love. Based on the Daily Bible Readings and theme for
this week, how can you extend a word of forgiveness to someone who has hurtyou?

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS #

The theme this week in the Bible readings is forgiveness. Genesis 50:15-21 is the story of
Joseph forgiving his brothers for throwing him in a pit and selling him into slavery. Forgiving
someone who has hurt you is not easy. Think of someone who needs your forgiveness. Write a
note to that person. Take a moment to read your note silently. Hold your note as you pray the
Lord’s Prayer. Pause for thought when you pray, “forgive us our sins as we forgive those who
sin against us,” then finish the prayer. Choose whether or not to send the note to them.
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In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestonesin your daily life as an
effective faith formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org



