Trinity's Weekly Connection

This Week at Trinity Lutheran Church

Sunday, September 20
Coats, Blankets, Outerwear Appeal continues

Traditional Worship, 8 a.m.

Children’s Ministry Program, 9 a.m.

Rejoice Worship, 9:15 a.m.

Live Streaming of Worship, 9:15 and 10:45 a.m.
Traditional Worship, 10:45 a.m.

Usher Training, noon

COM Dress Rehearsal, 12:30 p.m.
Confirmation Class, 3 p.m.

High School Youth Group, 6:30 p.m.

Monday, September 21

Finance, 9 a.m.

Core Fitness & Flexibility, 9:30 a.m.
WOW Tea!, 11:30 a.m.

Finance Committee Meeting, 6 p.m.
Faith in Civic Life, 6:30 p.m.

Fellowship & Hospitality Committee Meeting, 6:30 p.m.

Tuesday, September 22

Council on Aging, 8 a.m.

Tuesday Women'’s Bible Study, 9:30 a.m.
Marilyn Leese Visitation, 10 a.m.

Marilyn Leese Memorial Service, 11:30 a.m.
Tai Chi, 1 p.m.

Scout Troop 290, 6:30 p.m.

Wednesday, September 23
Core Fitness & Flexibility, 9:30 a.m.
Sanctuary Piano Tuning, 1 p.m.

Thursday, September 24
Men'’s Bible Study, 7 a.m.

Tai Chi, 1 p.m.

Young Adult Women'’s Bible Study, 6 p.m.
Resound Bell Choir Rehearsal, 6 p.m.
Choosing Peace & Serenity AFG, 7 p.m.
Trinity Choir Rehearsal, 7:15 p.m.

Sunday, September 20, 2026 - Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost

Friday, September 25
Friday Women's Bible Study, 9:30 a.m.

Saturday, September 26
Celebration of Music Dress Rehearsal, 11 a.m.

Parents of Heavenly Children, 1 p.m.

Sunday, September 27
Coats, Blankets, Outerwear Appeal continues

Traditional Worship, 8 a.m.
Children’s Ministry Program, 9 a.m.
Rejoice Worship, 9:15 a.m.

Live Streaming of Worship, 9:15 and 10:45 a.m.

Traditional Worship, 10:45 a.m.
Celebration of Music Concert,

Tenor Daniel Okereke, 3 p.m.
Confirmation Class, 3 p.m.
High School Youth Group, 6:30 p.m.

Readings & Hymns for September 20

Jonah 3:1-4:11
Psalm 145:1-8

Philippians 1:21-30
Matthew 20:1-16

#618  Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer (red book)

#733  Great Is Thy Faithfulness (red book)
#474  Bread of Life from Heaven (red book)
#638  Blessed Assurance (red book)

Bread Baker: Linda Taffs

Trinity Members in Our Prayers

We pray for Trinity members in times of illness,
hospitalization, rehabilitation and recovery:

Jane Barsema, Krysta Billock, Don Bushman, Barb
Crossman, Jon Ferguson, Joe Fisher, Tom Fredrickson,
Denny Helzer, Marla Klap, Steve Korb, Tess Lundgren, Tim
Lundgren, Tom Mannisto, Chris Straw, Glenn Swanson, and
Becca Tellinghuisen.

We also lift up Trinity families mourning the loss of loved
ones: Steven and Diane Ardolino, Bill Bailey, Kim and Bill
Brock, Joanne and Don Brouse, Debra Freeberg, Nanci and
Bob Guigue, Karen Krummel, Eric and Marcy Larson, Cheryl
Rosen, Pastor Dan and Alexis Schewe, Dave and Sheila
Talsma, and Bill and Dawn Thorsen.

Contact the church office to be added to the prayer list.
Names remain on the list for 3 months unless otherwise
requested.

We also lift up in prayer this week Pastor Haley Vay
Beaman and the people of Feast of Victory Lutheran Church
in Acme, partners with us in mission and ministry in the
North/West Lower Michigan Synod, ELCA

Assisting in Worship This Morning

8 a.m.

Sacristan: Kris Baker

Lector: Joel Westra

Communion Assistants: Albert Asfour, Cindy Zientarski
Ushers: Erick Kind, Skip Franklin

9:15a.m.

Sacristan: Lisa Postlewaite

Lector: Carrie Boer

Communion Assistants: Dan Butler, Kathy Noble
Ushers: Patty Boer, Dan Butler, John Hall, Jim Willman

10:45 a.m.
Cantor: Mark Stover
Sacristan: John & Elizabeth Derbin
Lector: Debra Freeberg
Communion Assistants: Diane Ardolino, Fritz Kilcrease
Ushers: Steve Cairns, Joe & Marybeth laria,
Lois McCardell, Paul Kohn
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God'’s generosity is amazing!
DAILY BIBLE READINGS

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.

Sunday Matthew 20:1-16 Parable of the vineyard workers
Monday Jonah 3:10—4:11 Jonah goes to Nineveh
Tuesday Philippians 1:21-30  What life means to Paul

Wednesday Exodus 16:9-21 Bread from heaven

Thursday Psalm 105:37-45 God’s faithfulness to Israel

Friday Romans 2:1-11 God’s judgment is fair
Saturday Psalm 145:1-8 The Lord is kind and merciful
Sunday Matthew 21:23-32 Parable of the two sons

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK

The LORD is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in
steadfast love. Psalm 145:8 (NRSV)

PRAYERS AND BLESSING

A Prayer for the Week:
Gracious God, we thank you that you care for all, especially those who feel judged orignored,
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Mealtime Prayer:
God of grace and mercy, we thank you for your care for us that gives us food from your fruitful
creation. Amen.

A Blessing to Give:
May God'’s grace be a blessing to you each day.
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Take a moment to tell or think about a recent mountain high and/or valley low in your life.

CARING CONVERSATIONS Ge®

Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:
e When has someone surprised you with an act of kindness?
® In Matthew 20:1-16, Jesus told a parable about some vineyard workers. The ones hired
last were paid the same as the ones hired first. Do you think this is fair? Why or why
not?

DEVOTIONS 2

Read: Jonah 3:10—4:11 and Matthew 20:1-16.

Frankly, we don’t really like God'’s justice. It's too supportive of people unlike us! Like Jonah, we
don’t want a God who is slow to anger and full of steadfast love for people we don’t think
deserve it, especially those we would consider our enemies. That is why Jonah ran away from
God. Nineveh was the capital of the Assyrians who had destroyed the northern kingdom of
Israel in 722 BC. God told Jonah to preach repentance to the Ninevites. Jonah was afraid to do
this because he knew of God’s love and mercy, something he did not want showered upon his
enemies. Jonah was right; it happened, and it angered him. Itis like Jesus’ parable of the
generous landowner where it seems so wrong for people who work in the fields all day to get
the same wage as those who started at the end of the day. We tend to think that we deserve
God’s grace more than others, but God’s grace is truly undeserved.

Discuss: How do you respond when someone you believe is undeserving but treated the same
as someone who works hard and deserves recognition?

Pray: Gracious and merciful God, give me faith to love your generosity for all people,
especially those who are different from me. In Jesus’ name, amen.

SERVICE &f

Jesus calls us to serve our neighborin love. Based on the Daily Bible Readings and theme for
this week, how can you show kindness to someone you feel has not been treated fairly?

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS i

September 21st is the day when the Christian church remembers the Apostle Matthew, one of
Jesus’ original twelve disciples (most of the Gospel readings for this year are from Matthew’s
Gospel). One day, while seated at his table of books and money, Jesus looked at Matthew and
said two words: “Follow me." This was all that was needed to make Matthew, a tax collector,
rise and leave behind his pieces of silver to follow Christ. What does it take for someone to
follow Jesus? Write a list of words that describe someone who follows Jesus. Take a moment to
read through the list.

Pray: Lord, we give thanks for Matthew, the tax collector and disciple; help me
to open my heart and mind to understand what it means to follow you. Amen.

MILESIONES In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestonesin your daily life as an
MLLRESTIREY effective faith formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org



